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It is well known, that the adminiftration of

juftice, is in this manner carried on in France,

for people pay a high price, for a law office, and

are contented to do the duty, which is very labo-

rious, without receiving, by way of falary, any

thing like the intereft of their money. Their mo-

tive is, that the fituation gives them rank and pre-

eminence amongft their fcUow-fubjcdts j and the

vulgar opinion, that the Judges in that country,

are corrupt, will be found, upon inquiry, to have

very little foundation. The duty of almoft every

other office in the Provinces, is dilcharged at as

cheap a rate to the public : nay, the officers of the

army, adlually Icrvc for lefs pay, than is necefiary

for their fupport, and, in fpite of the frugality for

which they are diftinguifhed, generally ruin their

own private fortunes, in the fervice of the State.

The wafte of the public treaibre, arifes, in that

country, from an immenfe (landing army ; and

the idle and profufe extravagance of aCourt, which,

from the nature of the conftitution, is under no

control with refped to its expence.

It will probably be faid, that in defpotic Go-

vernments, the polTeffion of office, carries with it

a degree of proiedtion, and a power too, of oppref-

fion, which in a free country are out of the qucf-

tion. But I am informed, ^hat in the Republic of

Holland, the falaries of very high and important

offices, are exceedingly trifling •, and in our coun-

try, we fee, with how much eagernefs, the office

ot Lord- Lieutenant of a county, is folicited, though

attended with expence, inftead of emolument.
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