
it,: lif

If

I-''! f

Hi

( ^4 )

was the pretext in the laft war, and fdr the fake of

a fatal diverfion, we lent over oiir national troops

into Flanders, againft the will of the Dutch, to

keep the war out of the Eledlorate, and ruin the

barrier; and put our moft natural allies into the

power of FrancCi ,
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We may now be told, that Gerniany is fh Jrlii-

ger, and the French King will make himfelf Eledlor

of Hanover, or Lord of Bremen, and gain a port

upon the Wefer and the northern ocean. And is

not this a reafon againft our 'giving fix hundred

and feventy thoufand pound to keep the houfes of

Auftria and Brandenburgh in blood, who would

be the firft to take umbrage at fuch an attempt ?

and who, with Sweden and Denmark, would be

the neareft concerned, and the only powers able to

prevent it?
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In Ihort, it is impo^ible to (ay what may be the

oftenfible reafons, which interefted or indolent men

may alledge, to conceal the true one. But all this

is only giving to every man of common undei*-

ftanding an advantage, which no fuperiority of rank

or parts can compenfatc for. I have before fhewrt,

that the war itfelf, in its firft principle, is wrong ;

againft the true intereft of Europe, of Germany,

and of Britain, and therefore, in the nature of things,

there can no argument be brought for it, which will

not be convertible into a much ftronger againft it.
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