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a complete vindication of my oppoiiti"" 'o it nt the

preMnl. If it should be permitieil lo .emain in

force in the form that I wni required tu vote upon
it, then time will aoon determine whether my opin-

ion of it wan right or wrong. I auide the result

without fear; yet, if I know myself, without a wish
to seo'evil come of it, merely (or the soke of claim-

ing hereafter, on my part, tiie merit of political la-

gncity for my resistance to it.

These, then, were my opinions, as they are now:
First. Our country is involved in an expensive

war, and the wisest among you caimnt foresee its

close. We have n large army invading Mexico,
and a lagc navv off her coasts, aloiigtlie Pacific

Ocean and in tlio Gulf of Mexico. The sum al-

ready appropriated by Congi'css for the Govern-
ment expvnuitureH of the fiscal year, exceeds fifty

MILLIONS of dollars. Will the Rxperimental Ta-
ritr raise revenue sufllcient to "pay a? we go?"
Cert<tiuiy not. Congress knew that, and, there-

fore, authorized a loan often millions, at the very

time we were passing this tariff ; and the first act

of the next session will probably bo one for ten

millions more ! Will it produce revenue enough
to pay otu-Atti/ of the appropriations? I am quite

sure it will not. Its advocates did not assert that it

will do much more. Wherefore,if thisexpeiiment
works as well as its warmest fi-lends havu predict-

ed, the Government will full in debt twcnty-tive

millions this (fiscal) year. So loii^ ns the warlasis,

and for such a period of time after it as tlie war cx-

lienses continue, it will be the same thing. But if

the cxpcriinciit works as illy us its more violent

opponents have said of,it, why then it will hardly

go at all. I think tJie truth lies between them. It

will work, but it will work badly, and work you
deeply in debt; and if it shoulu Ijc adhered to,

* without alteration," the public debt will be in-

creased not much short of thirty millions the fii-st

year, and I can see no honest way to prevent its

yearly, increase, except by a resort to direct taxes.

Direct tuxes ought to be our very Inst resort

—

public debt is an evil that I abhor, more than ever,

since I was a member of Congress; and therefore

it was the conclusion of my mind, that this 'lu.'iT

Experiment ought not to be tried, and certainly

not nt this particular time. The acts of a Congress
which went to diminish the revenue, but to in-

crease the expenditures, did not seem to mc to be

consistent with prudence in any Government, more
especially in a time of war. The tjirifT system,

according to my judj^ment, was a moat unfit sub-

ject for party experiments; and, nt the time of n
yearly expenditure of fifty millions of dollurs, and
of a foreign war, such experiments amounted In

party rashness. If the war should end soon, still

the Government here, we knew, expected to ter-

minate it by a treaty for peace and a new territory,

viz: California. No honest country would take

tiic territory without payin; the owner for it, and
it' we would, Mexico cannot yield it upon any
other terms. Hence it was that whether we were
to have peace or war with Mexico, we needed
much more inom^y tn carry on ilie Government.
When the plaincHt rules ofaritlimetlcand common
sense thus compelled me to witiihold my support

from a taiilT experiment, to be made now, at the

expense of the nation's credit, how could 1 liesi-

tiie?

Second. The tarifl'of 1842 ought to Imve been
modified, but not by an act, which reduced the

duties as curly as the 1st December.
In all (jreat alterations of the tarilT diminishing

duties, the redttctiona ought to be made upon rea-

soniible notice to the people, whose property and
business will be utVected by them. In that ca.se,

there may be inconvenience to some, but it does
not bring ruin down upon so many innocent peo-

ple. Not giving time, inlnnt factories are destroyed

by the hand of legislation, and the older and more
mature establishinenW, are compelled to diminish
their operations forthwith, and consequently to

discharge a number of their laborers, and reduce

the waircs of all. The laborers sutler more than
the owners, beeause they are less able to bear it.

The sudden loss of work will be to many of thein

and their families a loss of food and raiment; and
that which the law-maker is commanded to pray
for—his "daily bread"—he would be thus rudely

taking by law from the wurklngman of his coun-
try. And the experimental tariff act was the more
oujeciionable, inasmuch as many of our country-

men—the northern laborers, who are to sufTer un-
der it—will be put out of employment in the begin-

ning;^ of winter, when other employments will be
obtained with greater difficulty; and at the North,
the poor, when without labor and wages, encoun-
ter a degree of suffering, in that inclement season,

which we have no just conception of at the South.
You must see it, before you am fully anpreciate

it. Also, n Hudden alteration of the torifi must, of
necessity, dis 'irb the home market o[ our manu-
facturers, coal-diggera,and mechanics, and involve

hundreds and thousands—in losses to some, ruin

to others, and sufTcring to many.
Even a bad tariff law, then, should not bo re-

pealed BO as to fall down too hastily, when its

gradual abrogation would create less inconvenience
to the Government, and its sudden change may
oppress the |)Oor, or do injustice to any section.

'I he Government ought to have compassion on all

the people, and particularly upon the laboring

classes' The manafacturera at the North arc not

nil "Abbot Lawrences," whose fortune has been
the theme of so many tariff speeches. The Com-
promise tariff act, under Genei-al Jackson, in 1893,
reduced the duties grudually and periodically for

nine years. /I gave nine years' notice. Thia Ex-
ptrimentat Tariff will reduce all the duties upon
only four montiis' notice ! The latter was harsh,

cruel, unjust legislation—harsh to the wealthy,
cruel to the laborer, and unjust to both; and the

general welfare did not require it.

Third. The independent treasury, of itself a
great change; the Warehousing act, another; and
the ExnerimenUil Tariff, the greatest of them all

—

\yill, wlien taken together, work an entire revolu-

tion of our financial system. One at a time they
might have been introduced more safely, some of
them wisely. But by being so nearly united, as
they will be, in the time of their commencement,
it was calculated to excite apprehension luid alarm.
To put them into simultaneous operation, was,
indeed, a political movement of party, too violent

and too potent for good. It will affect all the busi-

ness of tlie people most injuriously; and, with a
Government expenditure of fifty millions, and a
revenue under twenty millions, the Government
itself may be crushed under their combined opera-
tion. To attempt it when the nation was at war
abroad, and the Government was in the money-
market, or soon expected there, as a borrower at

home, clearly appeared to my mind to be unwisely
jeoparding public credit and private confidence.

Revolutions arc seldom reforms, and certainly

reforms need not always be revolutions. One
must reasonably fear, that, without a miracle, such
strong measures, acting with their combined power
against the existing order of things in the country,

may create a revulsion in trade, pecuniary dis'iess,

hard limes, popular excitmients, and sectional agi-

tations, preceding another conti'st for the Presi-

dency, and do nobody any good, but a few politi-

cal asiitatois and rich specululors. I thou[;ht they
would go very far towards producing an over-

throw of the Democratic party, if they did not

entirely iKT.omplish it. These consequences were
tim natural not to be apprehended; and the lust-'

mentioned ivsult was iiiicnly predicted by some, i

and probably antieipatetl by others, of my own
politieal friends, who yet voted for the experi-

mental t:\rifrbill, without approving of it. Unless
it should be repealed or materially modified, its

consequences now, belong u> the developments of
the future; so I need not illustrate the grounds of

my conviction by minuter statcmenls. Lei time
tisl its correctness.

Fourth. In none of the InrifT acts of the United
Slates in former years was iheiiidustry of ourown
country burdened by discriminations made against

home manufailuies. Their policy was to iiuild

up, and not to destroy—to protect, and not to op-

press. Not so the I'.xperimenlal Tarifl". And is

It not a mistake to suppose that the republican

projilc of North Carolina were ntany lime hostile

to those nets merely because they were "protect-

ive 7" Our hostility was aimed nt the extent of the

thing, not the thing itself—at extreme nroteclion,

not protection per se. With here and there an in-

dividual exception, (for Republicans in those days
were allowed to diiVer,) f boldly affirm that this

was the Republican doeirine of our Stale; and the

people will know it m bo true, when I remind them
that it was precisely the poii.t of oijr dispute with

the Notlifiers. They were aniinst protection out

and onl. We, the (Jackson) Republican party of

North Carolina, in |>articular, went for incidental

protection

—

modtriite protection, by a "judicious
tariff." They were for declaring the tariff of 1828
and 1833 unconstitutional, and nullifying it, be-
cause it protected manufactures. We thought it

was unjust, because the protection was rxirriiit',

but not unconstitutional, and that the " Union
must bo preserved." What (he Republican party
of North Carolina thought then, I thought, and
spoke, and wrote.

And coining down to more recent events, let me
say, that McKay's Bill of 1844 was a Uirifl' of inci-

dental protection, which you and I, and all the

Democrats in Congress from North Carolina, ap-
proved and sustained, and the people of our party,

in North Carolina, nowhere opposed last year, and
the press of the party defended up to the inaugura-

tion and afterwards, and even down to the day of
the report from the present Secretary of the Treas-

ury. Careful study, longer experience, and closer

examination, have confirmed me in the faith of

those times, sanctioned, ns it was, by the authority

of the administrations of Wushingtoii, and Jefferson,

and Madison, and,.Weni'oc, and Jacluvn, all southern

Republicans and southern Presidents. Is consist-

ency treason ? It may be a misfortune to me that

I was unable to change with the times, but it would
be a crime to deny iny fUiih. To avoid misrepre-

sentotien, I give you tlie words of those wise and
eminent and patriotic men. Hear Washington

!

Extract of a speech of George IKiu/iing-lon, President

of the United States, to CoiigrMs, Jon. 8, 17i)U.

"A free peupic ouglit nnt only to be nrineil, hutdiielp-

liiieil; to wltiell end a llnit'i)riu and wull-dlgUi-led pliiii is

reiiuisiie; and their safety mid iiitereist reijiiire that tliey

should proiiiotu Burh maiiuthetnheM ns tend to n-ndiT theiii

Independent of oUieri for essential, particularly iniliuir)',

supplies."
" The Hilvniicemcnt of ngricaltare, eommeree, and manu-

//r(urf«, fpi alt projier means, wilt not, I tru$i, need recom-
mendation',''

In accordance with this general recommendation,

the House of Representntivespasscd a resolution,

directing the Secretary of the "rreasury (Mr. Ham-
ilton) to report to them upon the subject of manu-
factures, and particularly as to the means of pro-

moting such as would tend to render the United

Stales independent of foreign nations for military

and other essential supplies; and his report was
submitted in December, 1791, wherein he said:

•'Tiifi expediency of manufhctiircs in the United StuteH,

whirh was nnt lonj shice deemed very qiieatinnahle, appears

nt Ihid Unic tn be pretty generally admitted."—P. 19^.

And again he said:

" A question has lieeii inadi* eonee, the eonstinitional

riRJil «( tlie Government of the tiniteu ytnlea In apply Uiia

!ipeeieit of eiu-nurntrement. [in niniiulhelnri>!4,] hnt lliere is

certainly no ijood fiiundatina for «uch a queelion."— P. lyfi.

And again he said:
" It is nnt uncnmmon tn meet wiih an opinion, that,

thcmsh the prniiioling nf lunnufaelurcs may be the interest

nf a part nf the Union, it is ennlrary tn tlint nf arinlher part,

'file nurUiern anil soutliern reginni arc sninelimcs represent-

ed as liaving .idverse interesu In this re.-pect. Thosu are

called niannlactilriiig, these asrienllurnl Slates; and a spe-

eies (if op|)<>ailinH is imaillned In subsist between the iiiaiiu-

faelnririg and nBriciillurnl inti^resti.

'• Ideas nf a enmrnrielv nf interests betvvi-en the nnrlherii

and snnihern regi'ins nf the Uninn are, In the main, as iin-

f.iunded as they are mischii'vnus. The diversity of circum-

stances on wliich such eniitrarleiy is iisimlly predicated,

anlhr)ri/,es a directly ecnitrarv eonelnsinn. Mlltnal wants

-nislilulc one of the stnmgesi liims of pnlilieal ecmilexicni

;

anil me extent of these bears a natural proportion tn the

diversity in tlin means nf mutual supply. Sniigeslinns of an

opposite complexion arc ever tn hi! deplored, as unlriendly

tn the Heady pursuit nf olKTRreal eomnion cause, and to the

p;>rfeit harn'iony nf ull its pans."—P. KM. (See Slate Pa-

pers, Finnnees.vol. 1, pages ]'J3, 134, and laO.)

These were the doctrines of Washington, and

of Washington's Administration. And now hear

Washington again I

Extract of a speech of George Washington, Presidenl

j of the United littttes,to Congress, Dec. 7, 17i)6.

"Coneress have repeatedly, and not without success,

directed their ntuntion to the encouragement of nuuiutac-

tures. The object is of too much ccniseipienec not to insure

a eonlinuanco nf their cll'orls in every wuy which ahull ap-

pear eligible."

Hear Jefferson

!

Extract ofa message from Thomas Jeffirson, Prrstdenl

of the United States, to Congress, Jt'ov. 8, 1808.

"Till' suspension ofour foreiaii eomnieree, produced by the

llilustiee of the bellliierent Powers, (of Kuro|»',) ami tlie eoji-

sennent losses and sai^rillecs of our eilizens, are sulijeels of

Justcnncern. The silualinn inio which we liav thus been

forced, has impelled us to apply a portion of our iuduilry and


