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witii the words or provisions oi' tlie treaty, viz. *• iilnral e(|iaty aial

reciprocity, so tiiat imrtial advantages (those seeds of tliscord ) beiiij^-

exchided, sudi a liotieficial and satisfactorv intercourse^ inav hv estab-

lisiied, as to promote to l)oth the blessings of perpetual peace and

liannonv,'' it was thought desirable to take such steps, and ado[)t such

measures, as a})[)eared best calculated to etlect a settleiuent of the

boundary, on jiriiiciples oi" "liberal ecpiity and reeii»rocity," witli a view

to terminate this ]()ng-i)rotracted dispute; and in compliance with the

i>r(ivi>,ions made bv tlie fifth article oi' tlie treaty of (ilient of the 14th

of l)eceml)er, 181-1: ; and to tlie tir.st article of the convemioii con-

ciiided between the respecti\e govenanents of t!i(! I'uiti'd Stales and

(Jreat Britain, at London, on the '29i\i of September, Ls27, tlie whole

matter was left to the King of the Netherlands to decide. His decision

gave five-sixths of the territory to tlic I Hired States; but nevertheless

it gave an excellent, well-defined, and ea;-:ly ascerrained boundarv— it

preserved tlie link between the Hritish provinces— kept the eommuni-

oation open to the sea—and excluded the Americans from their tot*

grent proxiniily to t!ie St. Lawrence, for the free na\ igation of which

(another "source of discord") they would soon contend. It is imjios-

silile to read the eloquent a:i(l convincing exposition of Mr. Ircjuhart,

and not feel comlnced that the most criminal abandomiK nt of national

duty and honour attaches itself to t!ie minister that did not insist on

t!ie establishment of the award made by the arbitrator appointe(l by

the res])ective parties interested in the atlair. 'Ihe surrender of the

territory demanded by Maine would be to girdle the ('ana.das. and by

carrying tlie boundaiy nearly to the banks ol' the St. Lawrence, and

120 miU's aloi'a; and parallel with it. and at the average distance oiiiv

twenty miles from it. form a perfect wedg'e beiwceii the British ]iro-

\!!ices ill North America, and thus interpose a complete barrier ior

man\ months in the vear to their coinitiunication wiili the ocean; how

fu' this is in accordance with " liljcral e(piity and reei})rocity " may be

Judged, '['his injustic{» and pertinacity, so conspicuous on the j)art of

the American authorities in this matter, stands in strong and striking

jiixta-positiiiii to the magnanimous conduct of the Hritish governinent

on a similar, and. if possible, move important occasion.— the lM)niidarv

to Uie Kennebec river, (the nearest and most natural ontlet of the

('anadas, ) which was claimed by and yi( Med to the riench previous to

til'' con(|nest of Quebec, and wlii.'h ncM'r slionid have licen sin'rendered

to the I lilted States.

'fhe British government will be fairly tested by the re iilt of this

boundary di'-pule ; " it cannot snr Ml', thai anv adininistralU'ii, of


