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financial refonn In Wv\ .idrainistration

of till! iilTiiirs (if Ki>V(!rinueiit.
" He cntorml upon his piesont posi-

tion wit li a iiii-ge t'xpeiioiii'o in piibiic

ntlaii-!'. 1I(! was never perniittetl to

remain long in private life. lh\ Iiaa

been eailc'ii to fill varions town, connty,
and Stale offlecs; lias repeatedly re-

ceived eviM'y vole east foreliainnan of
the boanl of his town; has been
superintendent of sehooN; has bean
trt'iee eliainnan of the Dane County
IJoard of Supervisors, consisting of

forty-one members; has been county
superintendent of the poor seventeen
years; was trustee, and many years
vice-president and meml)er of the
executive committee of the State
Hospital fir tlie Insane at Madison,
from its re-organization in ISOO until

1874. In lliese various positions, in

connection with his associates, he
has liandled liundrcds of Ihousaiuls of

dollars of jiublie funds belonging to

towns, eou'ity, aiul State, witii clean
hands. Has licen a member of botii

branches of I lie Slate legislature,

where he was respected and consult-

ed ; has served seven years as presi-

dent of the Dane County Agricultural
Society; was chief niarslial of the
State Agricultural Society seven or

eight, j'cars, and twice its president.

"During t lie war of the Itebellion,

he w.as the first man in Dane County
to oiler a public b(ninty for volunteers,

wliich led to the offer of other boun-
ties, and many cjilistments.

" In 187 ! lie was by accl.amation

placi'(I at tlie head of the Kefonii
ticket, and elected governor of the
Stale, roeeivl'ig 81 dS-j voles against

0(1,224 for his opponent, (i')V. C. C.

Wnshbnrn. His career in the execu-
tive cliair has been marked by tlw;

same practical ability and iiilegrlty

that have characterized all the acts of

his earnest .and laborious life, lie li;is

enforceil economy, honesty, and elii-

ciency in tlu! administration of State

affairs. That there have been mur-
murs and complaints by disappoinled
aspiranls to office excites no surprises

nor dIsalTection on the part of the

liberal and the just. Ilis oHU'iai con-
duct thus far has ommaiuled the

respect of the gO(<d men of all |iarties,

and contributed to tlio contentment of

the people and the prosperity of the

State. If popular governments in the

American Union are to be preserved
to the people in their original purity,

that end will l)c best attained by ele-

vating to high ulflcial poiiitions self-

made men, whoso lives, like that of

Gov. T.ayior, furnish a noble example
of honorable enterprise, and unselfish

devotion to every public and private
duty."
AVe may. with propriety, add to the

colonel's biograpliy of the governop a
brief review of his administration and
public services. But first, in relation

to his election, — the ccnitest, in which
his party was victorious, and the criti-

cisms to which tlie election was sub-
jected,— tliere are a few things that
liroperly belong to history, which may
he said in this connection. On his
election, tlie Republican press of the
State, with a few e.vceptions, was cx-
ceeilingly fair ami honest in its criti-

cisms. It coiic(;deil, for the most
part, both his ability and disiwsilion
to make his administration an able
one, which should not conform to

such outside influences as always seel{

to inflict themselves upon the e.xecii-

tivo department of a State government.
IJut there were except ioiis, as we have
already hinted, here and there, in this

regard, — exceptions, however, that
arose entirely from partisanship, ami
not from any reasonable cause. Some
of the most bitter of •tliese predicted
that Oov. Taylor would biu-ome a mere
screen, behind wliich another would
be the real governor; that he would
be a tool in tlie hands of a certain rail-

road presiilent, to perform w(nk which
that distinguisheil gentleman would
inslig'te, but shirk tlie responsibility

of perforiifing. We cite tliis particu-
lar case now, after tlii; heat of the
campaign li.as [iinsed, in order to con-
trast it Willi wliat Hie record of Mr.
Taylor, as governor, has been, and for
the purpose of holding up polilieal

cainpaigiis in the light of liistory;

by whicli light we may clearly see the
injustice of party erilieisni. But, in
liie midst of this criticism, tliere w.as

a powerful current of political opinion,
wiiicii found c. pressioii alike in both
Democralle and Ilepublican newspa-
pers, ill able support of the governor.
.Mr. <". D. IJobinson. Ilio well-known
and able editor of " The Ureeii Bay
Advocate," upon the election of Gov.
Taylor, made these remarks :

" Xo
man in the .State exceeds liiin in per-
sonal in(le|)i'iiiliMice, in ability to de-
termine ills own line of conduct on
any question, and in a sturdy dctor-

mination to follow it c •' according to
Ills best judgment. It has lieen our
own fortune to bo connected with him
in oflicial service for many years,—


