
Ex. Doc. No. 3.
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ish a cordial, habitual, and immovable attachment to it; accustom-
ing yourselves to think and to speak of it as a palladium of your
political safety and prosperity; watching for its preservation with
jealous anxiety; discountenancing whatever may suggest even a

suspicion that it can in any event be abandorfed, and indignantly

frowning upon the first dawning of every attempt to alienate any
portion of our country from the rest, or to enfeeble the sacred ties

which n.ow link together the various parts.

" For this you have every inducement of sympathy and interest.

Citizens by birth or choice of a common country, that country
has a right to concentrate your affections. The name of American
which belongs to you in your national capacity, must always exalt

the just pride of patriotism, more- than any appellation derived

from local discriminations. With slight shades of difference, you
have the same religion, manners, habits, and political principles.

You have, in a common cause, fought and triumphed together.
f The independence and liberty you possess are the work of joint

i councils and joint efforts, of common dangers, sufferings, and suc-
' cess. With such powerful and obvious motives to union, affect-

ing all parts of our country, while experience shall not have de-

; monstrated its impracticability, there will always be reason to dis-

;
trust the patriotism of those who in any quarter may endeavor to

[ weaken its bands.

;
" In contemplating the causes which may disturb our union, it

;
occurs as matter of serious concern that any ground should have

I
been furnished for characterizing parties by geographical discrimi-

nations

—

Korthern and Southern^ Jitlantic and Western; whence
designing men may endeavor to excite a belief that there is a real

! difference of local interests and views. One of the expedients of

\
party to acquire influence within particular districts is, to misrep-

'\ resent the opinions and aims of other districts. You cannot shield

yourselves too much against the jealousies and heart burnings
which spring from these misrepresentations. They tend to alien

I to each other those who ought to be bound together by fraternal

aflfection."

JAMES K. POLK.
Washington, August 14, 1848.


