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'r. President, it has been a fortunate thing with

land always to act as thouijh she had right on
side. A nation acting on this principle will sei-

fail of success. If we will now act on the same
iple, we cannot fail to maintain our rights,

racn 1" the Uj^ioii of sentiment and co-o|ierdtion with the Ex-

ke tli'e L'nion"c.^''^^' ^V ^''^ co-ordinate departments of govern-

epnt, will vindicate our national ciiaracter, and
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riming day by day more favorable to the tstablioh-

Ifit of the 4Uth parallel as the boundary between

on is oncourage(<!ilwo countries. I entertain no such apprehcn-
a second time,jf); but if I did, I would vote for this resolution,

cause; but that ym,3e ji wotild more n^adily enable ua to arrive at

ETstM'epolk^''Justitientof the diHiciilties. So long as the

ir president; butSJly of 1818 continues in force we have no reason
multitude. So Suppose that the controver.sy will be tern.inated;

it is proper that our citizens in the Oregon ter-

ry should be pruteoied. Numbers have already
rated there, and numbers more have it in co;j-

plation to follow them. Until something is

e, as an evidence of our rr^gard for these pio-

s, their KitiiiUion must be exctedingly infelici-

, as well as insecure. We should not predicate

measures in relation to them upon the expecta-
of British inactivity, or the hope ofnegotia-
wilh the belief that England will slumber

le our people are to occupy the territory. Eng-
I never .-^lumbers, more especially when her co-
al interest is at siake; and her whole history
rants the conclusion that she never will, so

'iTm!p Pvp';',''t
^^ '^« power remains with her. to extend or
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we have induced them to go there. If so,
.nd all that EngAild not their situation claim our peculiar regard.'

'rived bt^Uiell.'ilf?"'""'''^'^
^'"^'°'* ^""^ ^'*'''' '^^ Would be in favor

utmost moder;,4'/'"S protection (o our settlers, but he is unde-
the governmentW|u 63 to the manner in which that protection

ould be given. He says it should be done with
own interestsett caution, and accomplished gradually. He is

never ceases t fevor of protectinj^ their personal rights, but he
rmit ihem to b'up's the policy ot' extending our politieal juris-
lur duty to see«|ion over the territory. For my part, I cannot
t deluge our risl^eive how the United Stales could extend to

1 personal protection, and, at the same time,
hold political protection; for without political,
»nal protection cannot be extended to them. As
ers now stand, they cannot settle north of the
mbia river. If they attempt it, they are se-
by bribery or driven by menaces to remove
of that river. England, if need be, will
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strengthen herself in Oregon. She hns troops there,
armed and disciplined, if she has i ot an agricultu-
ral population such as ours. In the mean time,
what course has been recommended ' j us by thcdis-
tingiiished senator.' To encourage uur people to go
into the territory until by-ami- by tli'i whole country
shall fall into our possession. Ami thin ' inn vX3m«
plificalion of the policy of i/inciiuilw If tiuir's,

would it not be filching their territory.' Would Unot
be obtaining by indirection that which we dare not
claim as a just right.'

Why, pir, if we have no right to it now, we
would have no right to it then. If it is their\i by
occupation or discovery, it vvinilJ still be their'a by
the same* right.

If we have rights at all to the territory, th( y are
sutistantive, and do not depend u;H.n anything short
of a just assumption of them. 8ir, we should act
with such policy as to enal>le us to.s«!Cure our r'ghts
in question as occasion may re(|uiru, and to that
end I would recommend a f.iir and just, but ut the
same time a fim and decided course.

I trust in my opiiiions upon thi^ subject, I am
actuated by no tinworthy prejudices against Eng-
land, or iti favor of our own country. To Great
Hritain I do not intend the slighiist reproach or
disrespect. On the contrary, in many respects I

much admire the glory of her character. I approve
many of her institutions. I admire the character of
the English people, for they are ticnsrous and mag-
nanimous. I admire their loyalty to their govern-
ment, and I admire the gentlcniiinly bearing of their

representatives abroad. For tliesi' reasons 1 can
entertain no improper prejudice, imr desire a colli-

sion between the two nations. \/ere it in my
power, I would not impose injustic upon England.

1
Hut at the same lime I assert that towards iter I

would act without reference to the power she may
possess. In this case we should iict inde[)eniJent

of all apprehensions of that power. We should
talfe measures for oi.ir.''elve8, tuid, |iursuing ju-itice,

treat her as though she had not a fortress oa land,

or a Hail on the ocean.

If the fear of oflending England sliould dictate our
policy, we would be driven, as I Imve befor;; re-

marked, to concession after concession, until our
boundaries would be curtailed, and we shoulu be
reduced within the limits of the gnod old th: i.fd

States. We might expect trench alter trench jpou
the extent of our territory, until we would be driven

in from every outpost of the republic. Whatever is

justly here, attheexpenseofgreat national inconveni-

ence, I would say let her have it, if wi :ould not oi tain

it by the exchange of a faircquivakiH. We should
always bow to the majesty of principle. Bi.t in

this case, until the rights of Engliud are cleary as-

certained and defined, I should be in .lined to bTiieve

that our right to the territory in que tion was b/ no
means inferior to that which she has iissuined.

I will not, Mr. President, attempt a discusoion of

the subject of boundary, because I 'lonaider it un-
necessary, if not improper. That question does
not arise out of the resolution bir)re the Senate,

but would necessarily be appropriuied tolhe(^()lo-

matic action of the two government.^. Nor shall I

now indicate what would be my course shoiud a>

treaty be negotiated and submitted by the Preanlent.

( think any avowals beforehand W( uld tend, more
or less, to increase the difficulties v hich at pr^ sent

exist in relation to the adjustment <.f the diniculty.

.

Why? Because they tend but to make £n^ iand

more wary. They are osculated to induce hwr to

••r """turn


