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a letter to Louis de St. Angel, " True it is that after

the Indians felt confidence, and lost their fears of us,

they were so liberal with what they possessed, that it

would not be believed by those who had not seen it.

If anything was asked of them, they never said no, but

gave it cheerfully, and showed as much anxiety as if

they gave their very heart; and if the things given

were of great or little value, they were content with

whatever was given in return."

" Columbus was afterwards wrecked on the island of

Hispaniola. The cacique (chief), Oua-can-a-gcm, living

within a league and a-half of tx.e wreck, shed tears of

sympathy, and sent all his people in canoes to his aid

;

and the cacique rendered all the aid he could in person,

both on sea and on land, consoling Columbus by saying

that ever3rthing he possessed should be at his disposal.

All the effects of the wrecked ship were deposited

near the cacique's dwelling, and not the slightest

article, though exposed to the whole population, was

pilfered 1"

And Columbus, in his letter to the King and Queen

of Spain, says, ''So tractable, so peaceable, are these

people, that I swear to your majesties there is not in

the world a better nation. They love their neighbours

as themselves, and their discourse is even sweet and

gentle, and accompanied with a smile; and tbcugh

it is true that they are naked, yet their manners are

decorous and praiseworthy."

Columbus, amongst these people, was loaded with


