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set out the next day for London." This was, undoubtedly,

his last game in Scotland, and probably the last .^ame of

golf he ever i^layed. The touching story of the golfers

bears upon its face the very stamp of truth, and removes

the painful impression produced upon the mind by the

implied heartlessness of the King, as he is represented in

the historical narrative.

It would not be difficult to adduce other instances of

conflicting testimony in historical literature, but I ha\ti

said sufficient to show that for practical guidance in the

construction of history, we have to depend upon such docu-

ments as this Society, in fullilment of its mission, has pub-

lished from time to time. Thus far the attention of its

working members has been bestowed chiefly upon the

early history of Canada under the French rt'gime—a de-

lightful theme, equally gratifying to the historical and the

antiquarian taste. We have, however, reached a point, I

think, in our search for materials beloniiing to that period

of history, when we travel over the same ground again and

again without making many new discoveries, and conse-

quently it has been considered desirable to enter upon an-

other field embracing a later period of our history, and to

deal wdth it in the same manner that we have dealt with the

elder. Hence the publication of the fifth series of historical

documents which I have referred to, and which relate

almost exclusively to the war of 1812, every event of which

is interesting to us as Canadians.

In pursuance, then, of that design, it is the intention of

the Society, I believe, to contintie collecting and publish-

ing such papers of interest as c;in be obtained, consisting of

ofHcial documents,journals and memoirs relating to the war.

The latter, I may add, are very rare ; therefore, if

any member of the society has sucli in his pco-

session, or knows where they are to be found, I


