
fleets of France and drive her armies from every continent.

Once more, during the War of the Spanish Succession, the
Palatinate was despoiled. But, in this instance, the frre&tent

general the world ever saw, taught, not only the French, but the

people of Europe, that France was not invincible. To Marl-
borough belongs the credit of making Britain feared by the
sovereigns of the continent, and showing the oppressed that there

they might find an asylum. During the time when he was all-

powerful in England, was passed the Naturalization Act under
which refugees from France and other countries found a home in

England or its colonies.

In the spring of 1708, fifty-two Palatines, led by their

Lutheran minister, Joshua Kockerthal, landed in England, and
petitioned to be sent to America. The Board of Trade recom-
mended " that they be settled on the Hudson River, in the Prov-

ince of New York, where they may be useful, particularly in

the production of naval stores, and as a frontier against the

French and Indians." It was further recommended " that they

be given agricultural tools and be sent out with Lord Lovelace,

the recently appointed Governor of New York." They arrived

there in due time and were located at Quassaick Creek, just

where the City of Newburg now stands, a name which is pro-

bably a perpetuation of the name of the then reigning house of

Newburg of the Palatinate.

Abouti May, 1709, large numbers of people came down the

Rhine to Rotterdam on their way to London. They came in such

numbers and so penniless that the people of Rotterdam were put
to straits to supply them with the necessaries of life.

The British ministry consented to receive 5,000 of them, and
to provide means for their transportation. Others followed

rapidly, and by June the number in London reached 7,000.

There was apparently no cessation to the stream of people. The
English became alarmed. Queen Anne and the Government
tried to stop them. Men were sent to Holland and up the Rhine
to turn them back. The Elector Palatine, John William, tried to

keep his subjects. All these efforts were in a measure unavail-

ing, and not until October, when the number in England had
reached about 15,000 did this strange emigration cease.

Why so large a number of people, devotedly attached by
nature to their homes, should leave their country to seek new
domiciles—they scarcely knew where—is a question that histor-

ians have tried to answer. Few migrations parallel it in the

history of civilization. It is conceded that it was not due to

any single cause, but to a coincidence of causes. The events in

the history of Europe just touched upon, throw some light upon
the reasons for this peculiar movement. The persistent religious

persecution ; the despoiling of their country by the French ; the

remarkably severe winter just passed, all combined to weaken


