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tlif Aln.ih.im .S",((> (/(.(!(/. tlii>u.i;li \m raiiiiMt aijrrf witli M.

I"a;;ii( t that it n1i,\vs ' la rii;iiur«iiM' tiiiiti.' tics tranidit ^ pn-

])r.iiifiit i.lassi(|ius '

I" .r, as \vi' liavf sitii, lliirr is an iiiti rval

i>i tlin. .lavs In twc.ii thr .arh ami the lattr sci'tu's. ami at

least twM widely Mpaiated plairs arc n'pnsiiittil. The

laiititiiie, ' wliieh ar>' in themselves very beautiful, are nnt

el'i-els It lateil 111 the aetimi. l)Ut they occur hcfurt' the dratii-

atie tiiisiMii has h(e'iiiie acute. The laiiKUa.^'c of the il/iiou,

Hit )il is tspeciallv O'liviucini;. Ahrahaiu in liis llerce dcterniiii-

ati'n tn do till' will "f Ci'id is a type of the sterner Calviiiists,

tli(iui;h his chi.racter is softened an<l ntaile niuch more in-

terestini; li\ his deep natural alTection for his son. The struK).;le

that i;oes oil 111 hi-, soul cni;ai;es the svmpathv of the reaii-r

eiitirelv, and is inlinitely more tITictive than the Ion;; moiio-

loi;ites of the older plavs. This result is hroUKhl about !.y

the inirodiielioii of Satan, a charaiter of whose i)resence none

of till' other litiimiilis pii.u'niK are conscious, hut who

s< rves a double function— that of dramatically rei)resentin);

in his speeclus the struu^le of Abraham's weaker liutnan

nature as;ainst llie conimandment of (lod, and of en.t;ai,'in.ii; our

svmpathies elTectivelv on the side of dutv. Tin moral siKniti-

cance of temptation, wlien the worst is made t'l seem the

better reason, is in this way vividly suuK^sted. and the cfTtct

is verv powerful. As far as I am aware tiic function of the

devil in this i)lay is original with lU/.a. In the KuKlish moral-

ities " the office of the devil is on the

whole, limited to one tiling, namely, that of .i,'>^''"K their

av,'ents, the vices, their hellish commissions."* In Munkind

the devil, TytivuUus, whispers his evil suRk't'stions in the ear

of mankind— a situation paralleled in some other Ivn^'lisli

plays,—but nowhere do we find the devil playing' a role so

artisticallv conceived as is that of the Ahroham Sacnfiaiit.

The similiarity of some of the speeches of the devil in The

Disobedient Chilil to those of Satan in Heza's play, with

with which it is almost exactly contemporary, is perhaps

worthv of note. Compare for example the following lines :
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