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canais, with an office at the clty of Ottawa,
and lie lias coutrol of the statistical brandi
for aIl the traffic passing thrdugh the Rideau
canai, for which lie la pald a aalary of $1,400
a year.

Mr. BERGERON. What la the work
czeally doue by these men at a cost of M2,-
000? la It a very Important work, and
could it not be doue otlierwise?

Mr. GRAHAM. 1 submit that it could
flot be done otberwise to be reilable. This
Information la of no use to the country un-
leas It Io rellable, and ln order that It may
be reliabie we have to have officers churged
with the special duty of glving us that ln-
formation. The only way to ascertain
whether or flot we sbould deepen or extend
our waterways or bulld more canais la by
ascertainlng the amount of traffic done ln
our canais at present. If my hon. frlend
wlll look at this report conslstlng of 184
pages of statIsticai matter, ail of whlch la
Important to the country, lie wll see that
the Information la very complete.

Mr. BERGERON. Thers 1a an lncrease
of $160. There must have been soine of
thus work doue last year on the Beauhar-
nols canal, but now that thut canal la not
under the supervision of the department
there should be a deerease lnstead of an
Increase.

Mr. POSTER. Has the minlater the
same aystem of accounts ln force on the
canais that lie lias on the railways?

Mr. GRÂAMA. No. We merely apply
thut system to the Intercolonlul Rallway
and the Prince Edward Island Railway. We
have not carried It any further, because our
system on the canais seema to be worklng
pretty perfectiy and to be glving us the
Information we need for the public and for
pa.rliament.

Mr. POSTER. With refereuce to this
$28,000 for atatistical officers, as we are get-
ting no fees or tola from the canais, thls
wo3rk should *be managed as economicaliy
as possible. la It flot possible for the offi-
cers on the canais to, do the work of the
atatisticai officers? How does the atatLqti-
cal officer get the amount of produce car-
rIed lu seeh vessel passlng througli the
canais? Does lie take It from the officer
of the veasel, or does lie make a persoual
examination?

Mfr. GRAHAM. -The amount of gooda In
a veasel la shown Iu the mantfeat, and we
have regular forma whlch the captaiu of the
veasel fils out with the statiatical officer as
the vesael goea through.

Mfr. POSTER. la there an examination
«at more than one place on tbe route? For
Instance, the vessel has stopplug places, and
takea in gooda at one place and puts out
goodsaut another. Your statisticul officer
must keep the umount of local traffic sep-

arate from the through-traffic to gîve an
idea of how mueh tbrough trafflc la doue
aud how mucli local tralfie la doue. How
does lie do thut? Does he check that. or
doea he depend for lt ou the officer of the
bout?

Mfr. GRAHAM. We have more than one
officer on eacli canal. For Instance, on the
Welland canai we have au officer at each
end of the canai, and the captains of ves-
sels bave to fil out the forma ut both points;
so that we cau deduct the amount of traffic
comiug lu from the amouut golng out, and
the difference wlll show the amount of
local traffic doue.

Mr. FOSTER. I do flot know that It
would. Suppose that between the head and
tlie tail of the canal you have truffie com-
lng ln. and golug out. There la preaumubly
local traffic doue ail aloug the route of tbe
canal. It seems to me that you must be
depeudent for your returus of truffic on the
officers of the boats, and thut what your
statistical officera do la slmply to total up
the amounta of the returna given by the
officera of the bouta.

Mr. GRAHAM. It la doue on thie system
by whlch a customs officer geta his returus
£rom steamers, lu thie way of lnward re-
ports and outward reports. The officer of
a boat passing througli a canai bas to make
a dec laration not ouly as to the amount put
off but as to the amount taken ou, 50 tilut
the officer ut the last point ut 'which the
boat touches before passlng ont of the canal
would have a complete statemeut.

Mfr. POSTER. A bout starta lu ut the
begluning of the Welland.canal and ufter
It entera the caltain makea out a statement
of everything lie ha. Does lie divide that
statement luto tlirough trafie and where
it la billed for aud show what la left off at
every station ? -Then as lie comes to a
station lu the canal, lie gets on a further
supply, part through and part local. There
again be has to keep the record hlmseif.
Iu the snd, does lt not amount to thia that
your atatistical officer la almply a computer
of the returus made by the captain or other
officer of the bout.

Mfr. GRA1HÂM. To a certain extent, but
lie la a responsibis officer and of course tlie
officiais of -the bout are responsible to the
goverumeut for the correctuesa of their
statements.

Mvr. FOSTER. They make a declurutiôn?
Mfr. GRAHAM. They do and tliey keep

a report sucli as I bave meutloned. They
make ont a general statemeut ahowlng
the quantlty of each article of wuy freiglit
trausported on the canal, also of eacli ar-
ticle of tbrougli freiglit, also the amount
of toila which would bave been coilected
wsre toila charged Tbey have to give a
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