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w-ho now leads tlie government (Sir Wilfrid
Laurier) occupied the position whicli I have
the lionour to f511 in this Hlouse as leader of
the opposition, lie was strong and deter-
mined and pronounced lu lis protest against
any federal interference or Intrusion luto
provincial nif airs. There was no one wliose
voice was louder on sucli occasions, or
whose protest was more earnest than werd
file voice and the protest of iny riglit liou.
friend who is now the leader of the govern-
ment (Sir Wilfrid Laurier). But since the
present administration lias corne lnto power
we fiud a vast change ln that respect. The
provincial goverumeuts are regarded lu
inany instances as mere appendices, mere
puppets, one miglit say, of the federal gov-
erament, SO long as tliey are controlled by
the party now ia power lu Ottawa, and if
thev do not liappen to lie ln sympatliy
with the party now lu power here, then we
find occasionally, at least, certain mani-
festations of an intention to interfere,
which are not at ail in accordance ithf
views put forward by tlie leader f h
government (Sir Wilfrid Laurier) ln days
gone by.

I nlluded, at the commencement of this
session, to a case of very pronounced inter-
ference by the riglit hon, gentleman (Sir
WiIfrid Laurier) ; lis interference, ad-
mitted, acknowledged and stated ln a letter
under the hand of the present Prime
Minister of the province of Saskatchewan
regarding a matter lu which neither the
Prime Minister of Canadia nor thie govern'
ment of Canada should have lnterfered in auy
way, that is to say, the selection by the Lieu-
tenant Governor of the province of Saskatch-
ewan of the gentleman wlio should be called
upon to form tlie first cabinet of that pro-
vince. Thie letter to whlcli 1 alluded was
rend last year by my hion. friend fromi Qu'-
Appelle (Mr. Lake), and was explicit ln its
terins. If did not speak of the selection cf a
Prime Minister of the province by flie
Lieutenant Governor of that province, but
it spoke plaiuly and witliout the suiglit-
est dIsguise, of the select-ion of the Prime
Minister of Saskatcie-wan-iow? By the
Prime Minister of Canada, and wlien my
riglit lion. friend allnded to this matter
in debate in this session, as lie did not ai-
Inde f0 if last session, lie practicaliy ad-
mitted the whole charge up f0 the lt. He
said that tlie reason why Mr. Haultain was
not selected f0 lie the first Prime Minister
of Saskatchewan was liecause hýe lad taken
strong ground lu opposition f0 certain pro-
visions of the AutonomY Bill, and becanse
lie lied declared on the Public platformn that
lie would test thie constltutionality of certain
provisions of that Bill. He said that for
that reason lie could acf lie selected by flic
Liberal caucus in flie province of Saskatche-
wan, and for tliat reason lie could flot lie
Prime MInister of fthe terrltory. Weil,
parties lad not been divided on Dominion
Unes lu the province of Saskatchewan Up to

that time ; yet the Prime Minister said
that Mr. HaultaxVs action ln that regard
prevented hlm fromn being selected by the
Liberal convention in Saskatchewan, and
therefore prevented hlm fromi beîng select-
ed by the Lieutenant Governor of Saskatche-
wan. Wliat provision of the British Northi
America Act, or what constitut.onal provi-
sion, made it necessary for thie Lieutenant
Governor of Saskatchewan to select the man
wiho was poiuted out by the Liberai cancus

in that province? The Prime Minister openly
declared that as Mr. Haultain wvas flot
selected by tlie Liberal convention in Sas-
katchewan, therefore lie could not be select-
ed by the Lieutenant Governor of Saskatehe-
wan as the man who should be called upon
to fi11 the position of Prime Minister of tliat
province.

Some reference lias been made tn a re-
fleclion having been cast upon, the Lieuten-
ant'Governor of Saskatchewan. I venture
!tsay that the remarks of the Prime Min-
ister in that regard cast a graver reflection
upon the Lieutenant Goverlior of Saskatclie-
wan that anything that lias been said in the
Conservative press or in parliament. Tlie
Lieutenant Governor of Saskatchewan was
not to use lis own good judgment in select-
ing the man who had for thirteen years
commanded almost unanimously the confi-
den-ce of the people of that country; but
the Lieutenant GovernoT~ of Saskatchewan
was to receive Mai directions as to the man
iuhon lie should. select, frorn tlie Liberal
candus or convention of that new province.
That is only one of the many illustrations
whlcli miglit lie bronght to the attention of
the House witli regard f0 the fendeacy of the
present administration at Ottawa unduly to
interfere in provincial aif airs. The case t0
which I have just now directed the House ln
regard to tliese lands in Britisli Columbia is
another illustration, and for that reason 1
have deemed it worth my whlle to bring
the matter nt tbis stage to tlie attention of
the House and the country.

Hon. FRANK OLIVER (Minister of tlie
Interior). I am sorry that I ar n ot able
to appreciate the lucidity of tlie speech of
the leader of the opposition. Unfortu-
nately lie is labouring under an entire
mlsapprehenslon as to the tacts cf tlie case,
whlch misapprehiension. miglit have been
avoided if, before bringing this matter up
ln parliament, hie liad seeu fit to ask
for the production of the papers con-
nected wlth if. In the fIrst plnce, lie finds
cause of offence because there lias been
a communication between the government
of the Dominion and the goverament of
British Columbia, whieli communication was
not publhed ln the 'Canada Gazette,' and
lie says that ail orders lu council relating to
or disposing of public lands should be pub-
lished lu the 'Canada Gazette.' Did my
lion. frlend read the order lu council ? Dld
lie make himiself farniliar wlth any 0f the
circurnstances of the case ? Tlie order in
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