
846 Metlhodist Magazine and Review.

iniaid," Elaine, who, when he leaves
for the tilt> guards lis shield in her
tower, wvondering what the device
thereon inay ineani, and who the
kunigliYt may be wlio had wvon lier
love in that first meeting, wlien she

Lifted lier eyes and read his linîearnents.
ThIe great and guilty love lie bare tlie Queeu,
in battie witli the love lie bare his lord,
}iad rnarr'd bis face, and rnark'cl it cre bis

tirne.
Anotiier sinning ou sncb lieiglits %vith one,
'fhe tlowcr of ail the west and ail the -%voril,
liad been tlie sleeker for it; bunt in lii
lus rnood -was often like a fiend, and rose
And drove liiin into wvastes and solitudes
For agony, whlo was yet a living seul.

Her brother Lavaine rides away
witli Lancelot, and they Icave lier
standing thiere, a fair, sweet pic-
turc-

lier briglit liair blown about the seriotis
face

Yet rosy-kindlecl witlh lier brotlier's kiss.

Milien cornes Lancelot's wound,
Gawain's quest for Lancelot, the
rumours -%vich Gawain, "ca prince
with smiling face and frowning
hieart,"ý sets afloat about the love
of the Maid of Astolat f or Sir
Lancelot, the Queen's prostration,
and Elaine's pitiful littie song,
"The Songr of Love and IDeath."

Lastly cornes the scene ln the vine-
eimbowered oriel, wvhere the Queen
upbraids Lancelot, and destroys the
neekiace of diamonds, rushing away
just as Ilhe barge gides by-

Thie barge
Mlereon the lily inai(l of Astolat
Lay srniling like a star in darkest niglt,-
4Elaine the fair, Elaine the loveable,

Elaine the lily nîaid of Astolat,"

\Vith a letter ini lier baud bo Sir
Lancelot.

Thion carne the fine Gawain and wondered
at lier,

And Lancelot laVer carne and rnused at lier,
And last VIe Queen lierseif, and pîtied lier.

Lancelot, conparing Dilaine's
putre love with, the lealous, sinf ul
passion of Guirievere, prays God to
send an ne to cast him ln

the inere, " not kcnowing hie should
dlic a holy mnan."

VIJ.-'the lloly Grail.

It is said tliat Joseph of Arirna-
thea, in -wlose tomb our Saviouir
lay, introduced Christianity into the
neiglibourliood of Glastonbury, in
England. The Grail wa.s a cup ln
whicli was cauglit the blood of
Christ, and so hiad great mniraculous
power-a symnbol o,' the presence of
divine love lu a 'visib!e forrn. The
spiritual life liaving become low, a
quest w-as entcred upon to find the
Grail, which, because of man's
wieceduess, had been cauglit away.
During Ar-thur's absence, the vow
wvas taken to searcli a twelvemtonthi
and a day., Ga-w-ain swea'ring loudest.

T1he kniglits' experiences are all
allegorical. IPercivale, whio lias
given way to flue pleasures of ap-
petite, secs deep lawvns and a
brook. The fruit denotes love, the
womnani spinning and the babe re-
present domtestie hiappiness, the
knight in golden armour is worldly
life and spiendouir, but tliey are but
illusions, for, when he fain would
grasp them, tliey turu to. ushes.
Farne, too, is represented by an
ernpty castie, and proves to be no-
thing, but a voice. Re ineets Sir
Galaliad, the Pure-Elearted, who
lias seen the Grail ln tlie M\ass.

Sir Galaliadl passes into the spiri-
tual city, crossing thc swamps of
tinte, spanned by a bridge of a
thowsand piers, iernindingr as of a
time wlien men iived to be a great
age. Time, however, is as nothing
in God's siglit, so the piers dlisa.p-
pear lu flame as lie passes.

"'Thc Good, Sir Bors"' exnperi-
ences represent the power of pagan-
isrn, but a maideu (possibly Faitli)
sets hlim free wlieu lie sees the Grail.
Sir Gawain, weak spiritually, yields
to the first temptation. Lancelot's
experiences have a background of
storrn, signifying doubt. He is per-
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