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REPORTS 0F COMMERCIAL AGENTS.
Tiis hast quarterly report of the Deparnient

f of Trade and Commnerce of Canada coîîtains
conmmunications fromn commercial agents ini
wliich subjccts of intcrest te the humiber trride
aIrc discusscd. Under date of june iotlî, Mlr. J.
S. Lanke, of Sydney, Australia, wr'ites:

IlcZclamations have been umade on aiother
c cargo of tituber fromn Britishî Colunîbia. Thîey
re madc on twe grouunds. One is for inferiority

of tînîber. Thle ameuint under this liead is
small. 'te cargo as a wvhole %vats very good.
If it hiad corne te eue buyer ouly it wvould ne

j doubt have been acccpted, but it belongcd te
several persous, and ail Uhc allcged inlerion stuff
fehI te one sliipper, and hie dcrnands compensa-
tion. The other deniand is for dclay in delivery
tlirough imprepen stowagc. Instcad of beiug
placed ini tic ship se that caci owvuer could get
at his portion in turn, thie several lots %verc se
mixcd that the owncrs liad te kcep tiein puints
anîd laborers about the slîip duriug the deliveny,
making thie cost several tinies more than it
otlîerwise weuld have beeti. Net hîaving secu
thle cargo I arn net personally aware hiew nincl
tire hisses ini tlis way may have been, but thcy
are ernors that miay occur and slîould be pre-
veuted. Thme faihure of a large San Francisco
riri engaged in thc timber trade of this coloay
is rcported. It is chargcd, justhy or unjustly,
wvith cutting pnices te the low ebb wvhich now
prevails in the effort te mionopolize tie trade.
They miay have beeu a factor in doing this, but
only afactor. It scems teome wvise te support the
vieiv advised ini a previeus report, thant the British
Columbia mil meni shîoild emancipate thîerselves
froin the Sait Francisco middlc nien. Tlîcre are
tee many agents ini thîe business, and as a conse-
quence the Sanî Francisco broken, tlîroughî bis
aîgent here, and the S»dney indent merchiant,
representing the luniber froni a commion mill,
are found conîpctisug against each otlien and
cutting the price of products of the saine mijl].
Unîder such circuistances demorahization in
pnices uîust occuir."

One nienth later tie sanie agent reviews the
tiînber trade as followvs

'«The price of reughi iienchaitable Oregon
continues vcry low. It lias been broughit liere
at 6as. 4d. per huudred feet, and eue or twve sales
have beeu reperted at 6s. 3 d., wvhiclî includes
freiglît, insurauce and broecrage. Thîcre are at
present in thc hiarbor twve shîips unleadinig tinuber
front Britisli Coluinibia. Se far ne exception lias
becu taken te ene, but damages have alncady
been claimcd on thie otlier cargo. I wcnt and
saw it. Sanie spots ef ftuigus growth slîowing
dry rot appcared ou sorne pieces. Othîerwise
the luinîberwaFi! of e\cellent quality, and if properhy
stacked this fungus wvould disappear. Howvever,
an allowatice wvilh have te bc made or a survcy
demiandcd. The market lias been se spolled by
shipping pnactically clean lumiber as reugi nîer-
chautable, that ordinany reugli nierchantable
will net be accepted as up te grade. One P'uget
Sound conîpany is reperted as lîaving instnucted
ils agents lîec te sell and guarntc ail cargees.
It is selling vit a very how figure and senlditug
dewn very liigh grade stuff. Thiere cari be little
profit ait present rates te citlier shippers or iii-
porters tîîder sucli conditions. Sonie wvlxo have
lîitlîerto impertcd are desirous of acting as

agents for tilis, preferring a commission instcad
ora possible profit. Very lîeavy Ioss resuits ini

the case of reclamiation for dcfects in quality.
On miec cargo froni the United States, the dlaimi
on wvhich lias only rccently becn scttlcd, thc
direct loss wvas nearly six thousand dollars.
Tiiere werc sonie inîdirect expenses also, and botli
togetiier wverc enough to prevent tic mili1 froîn
recciving anything for the cargo shippcd. One
or two firnis w~ho have donc a large tinîber trade
are cndcavoring to secure agencies for Canadian
milis, but it is probable tlîat the lov prices lîec
nay make the milis hecsitate te take the risk of
the trade. Thcy could secure a muchi larger
sale of drcsscd tiniber than is being donc, as the
relative liigh price of I3altic just niov sliould
crcate a larger dcmand for drcssed Oregon as
flooring and boarding. Sonie Oregon slîelving
has been seld here. It is used in chieap wvork
instead of spruce."

MNr. Larke also refers to a shipient of car-
niage axles made fromn Gananoque, Ont. Thîe
good«; are said te have been superior to a samiple
lot from Cleveland, Ohio, but the higlier freighit
rates rcndercd tie venture tunprofitable.

MnI. E. Eustace Burke, Commissioner for
j amaica, unden date of july î7th, saYs:

"America supplies large cargees. Tie drcsscd
descriptions are iucreasing in demand, and 1
consider tie Dominion ouglît to sîmai e thîe supply.
This latter remark %vill also apply to ready made
doors, ' lnds and sash framnes."

PAVING BLOCKS.

Tlie gencral commercial information ini thîe
report centains the followving %vitb respect to
paving blocks:-

Large quantities of wvooden blocks arc uised
every year in paving Uic streetb of London.
These blocks have se far for the mobt part corne
fnomn Swedcn.

On the 21St June thîe vestry ot Marylebone,
one of thie parishes of London, passed Uie fol-
lowing resolution:

IITlîat it be an instruction to the wo'rks corn-
mittec to avail theniselves of the present unique
opportunity, wlieu so many colonials, eflicials
and otiiers are in London, te confer Nvith those
intcrested te ascertain wvhether it is flot possible
te obtain cqually serviceable material for wvood
paving within the I3ritislî Empire as tlîat now
obtained frntm foreigners."

The specificatiens have heretofore called for
tic fo1lowving:

IlThme blocks to be of the best Swcdishi yellowv
deal and cut froni Soderham or Gefle deaIs, and
the channel blocks to be of the bcst mernel
timber, Uic whole to be souud, close-gnained,
free frorn sapi, shakes, dead knots, decay or
otîmer defccts, to be cut truly to the specified di-
mensions and to bc in cvery respect fainly equal
te the sample blocks depositcd with youn sur-
veyor."

scm
The prices paid per i,oao for ex3"x9' blocks 'vr 32 224

do. 5x33"X9' do. 28 23

A specinien of thiese blocks miay be seen at Umis
department. It would seeni as if Canada nîighit
be able te participate in this, and inteuding ex-
poctcrs arc rcquestcd to correspond wvith the
lligh Conimissioner and to send hinm sample
blocks.

I
NEW TIMBER CULLERS.

Ey.~NItjvnoNsfor tinîber cullers were heIjdý
thîe Ij)uebe.: governicuet at Hull ou the xthof
Auigust. Out Of 48 catndidates 34 wesccçe ,
fuI, wvlosc naines arc as follows: A. y'u *,.

Normand, A. Adauis, W. Adamis, A. St. Amour,
J. E. Lindsay, J. E. bIcîntosh, D. McGrcor, 1
Fraser, S. B3uchîanan, J. C. MIciNt.tii, ât. Donaý,
H1. I3rock, D. Bourgeois, 1. Dupuis, Wv. r~. Sias,ý
G. J. Aren, C. M. Clierey, T. Desmarais, A..%I.
Adanîs, F. Jerdan, J. Carty, J. 1loward, J. B.
Whîite, J. F. MecNamara, 1-I. Link, Il. Lnj.
R. J. Duff, D. R. Stewart, P. I3aterlon, R.~.
Grimes, A. Fadbout, S. C. Lawlcss.

SECTION 0F DOUGLAS FIR FOR KEW GARDn
DituxeN. the past sumtner a bemutifut speimtî

of Douglas fir wvas slîipped frein New "'est.
minster, B. C., te Kew Gardens, London, Eng.
land, thme ,ýreat botanical and foestry displa
centre. Rcferring te the plmtograpli from ivhkh
the accompanying illustration wvms made, \1t.
Jolin Sproit, of Nev Wecstminstcr, says: -net
cnchosed being but a camera reproduction of
sketch, correctuess ia ail detail is ual guaranîeed,
but in the main a fair idea of the size af the tree
is convcyed. The pale in the man's hand isi

SECTION 0F TieSE SiIPPED TO KEW.-% GAnt» \s, Lo'.voc
ENGi.ixo, Jti»z 31t'), 1897.

feet long, and if the diameter of section is sel
wvith thus, 7 feet wvill be shown. Thme actual
lengtli of tic tree wvas over 25o feet frein ground
te top, and i 16 feet from ground te (irst 11mb.
Owing te large noots at the base, thme tree had
te be felled sanie 8 te ici feet froni the ground Io
get a clear section, and as perfect in circle as
possible. On thîe butt, measurenent rau between
8 and 9 feet." The timber is said te, be without
knot or blemish, and will ne doubt be the meani
of miaking kaown te European users of wood the
wouderful forest possessions of British Columiba

THE SAW.
IALNY SayS ilint the saw wvas first invcntedl by D.dal,

but according to Apollodorus, it was the invention of Talrs
who u.scd the jawvbanc of a crocodile to cul througb aoc
of wvood, and tiien mrade au iran instrument in mutaion 01 9L
The saw is represente.d ou the monuments of E gypt, fi-~
a500o ta 3000 ycars B. C As carly as A. D. 1327, s3wml,
drivcn by watcr potvcr wcîc in operation nt Augbiirg, aai
it is believed bcfore this that they %vcre in njefaiOii 13
P'aris, drivcu by Uhc current of the Seine. Tie fir.,t sa-1~
crectcdl in the Norway pincrie~ was in i530. Sawçnuli
were mnncrous in Icaiy iu the sixteenth ccntury. Thcy -vc
imot iniroducedl inio England until 1663, uhen a1 natiVe dI
llola.nd built one, but %vas conîpellcd ta abandon it ibt
apposition of the populace, carpentcrs and otheririanýs, bO
saw no good in such a new-fanglcd contrivance.- journalOd
Building.
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