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ship. They beheld the ice accumulate upon the (teck, the I'igging
and sails; thcy lèlt the vessel becoming mtore and znorc urlla.-
able, and their own danger growincy more imminent ovei*y minetnt,
yet were wlxolly unabi& tu avert tle pieril, or hinder the incerease
of its course. Lt wvas wvith them,

" As if the deaci shouid feel
The ioy wvorm aroonti thein streal,
Andi sutiden as the reptiles creep,
To revel o'cr tlieir rotting sleep;
Witxout the potver to scare away
The cold consuiners of their dlay."

Morning at Iength began to dawn. But in its first grey twi-
Iight they could only perceive that they Iad been swept by the land
xhey desired, the home they Iovecl. Yet flot so flar but thut iii the
iit distance they coulti see the smoke of their chimney top), re-
minding them, of the dear objects of' their affections, from %% hoin
they were thus fearfully separated, and betwveen whlose condition
andi their own,so dreatWul a con trast wa s exhibi ted. Tley >ooieil be-
tiween themnscives anth de shore, saiv the imipossibility of .eevil g
assistance froin their friends; andi abandoning their vessel to fate,
souoeht only to save themselves froin perishin g of cold.

rtfÙeir Iast reniaining sail hati now yielded to the violence of tire
blast, aird its accumnulating burden ofice. It hungilushatteretiand
lreavy remnants fron- the mast. The vessel left to its oivn guid-
ance, ttrrned nearly broadside to the wind,and floated rapidly along
as if secking the spot on which it znight he w:- c, <ed. They pass-
ed the three hiarbors of Sandwich, that of Bar1-stabfr(_ ind Yarmnouth,
either cf which. would have affordeti themn safe -heit,'r could they
have entered it. But to direct their course %vas impos4ible. XVith.
hcarts; more andi more chiiled as tlrey drifted by these places of re-
fuge, which they could see but couId nlot reach, they fioated onward
to, their fate.

From a portion of the town of Dennis, there makes out into the
îea, a reef of rocks. On the wvesterly side of this there is a saixdy
beach, on which a vessel af tolerabie strength nright ie cast with-
out heing destroyed; an the westerly there is a cove, haviwfr a sim-
ilar shore, wvhich is a safe harbor from, a northwest wind. lBut the
reef itself is dangerous.

la the early part of the day, January seventeenth, an inhabitant
rf Dennis beheid fromn an erninence this iIlf'ated schiooner lloat-
ia' down the hay, broadside towards the wind; her sals disman-
d rted,covercd wvith ce, glearning like a spectre, in the cold beams af a
winter's morning. H e raised an alarm and hasteneti to the shore,
where he was shortly joincd by sucli of the inhabitants as the sud-
den emergency allowed to collect.-Many wcre seamen theinselves;
ihey knew the dangers and the hearts of seamen, and 'were desi-
rous to render such assistance as they xnight.

The strange vessel wvas seen rapidly approaching the reel of
rocks above named. She was so near, that those on landi coulti
look on board, but they saw na in. They couti plerceivetiothing
but the frozen mass of the disordereti sals; the ropes cnicrubted
with icc, to thrice their proper size, and objects so xningled inu con-
lusion, and -.o heaped over witli ice, that even cspericenced cyes


