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MISCELLANEOQUS.
g x
THE NOVEL.

Charlotte and Elizn Clinton,wers the daught
ts of & merchant in Yorkehire, who, with Ius
~iable 1ady, had paid particular attention to the
ignption of their chuldren, having medo it their
‘0dy to have them wstructed in what was use

1, 'rather than in what was merely ornamental;
ad it must be ecknowledged, that the talemts

" ad arogress of the davghters was very satis-

~ -afory to their parcuts.

One morning in June, Mr. and Mrs. Clinton
sving left the parlor after breakfast, Elize took
¢ & beok; winch sie had previously placed un-
-rons ot thn window-cuszhions, and began to
wad with greut eagerncse.

«My dear Ehza,” said her sister, ¢ what
otk are you reading??
1Eliza. What work? why really, Sister, T am
_sost ashamed tosay. Will you promise not

0 tell my Papa?
" Char. Promist! I<o not like to make a pro-
-me unti} I know to what I bind myself, end——

‘Eliza. Well, Charlotte, 1 have never found
ot other than a kind Sister, and therefore |
-ill tell you, without exactiug any promiso. It
. Miss Ward's lzat Novel Sblushing)

‘Char. Novel! surely, my dear, you do not ac.
_ustom yourselfto readl novels?.

“Elitn. Not Commonly «-hut this has been re.
- shméended to me, so strangly, that I could not
resist the temptation to read it. It is certamly
very inleresling and enlertaining.,

har. Enlerlainingl—but is 1t mslructive?
for, as dear Papa often says, ¢ Never read any
thing, my dear gitla, that will not benefil as weil
dv emus you;” and our minisier’s advice, in his
latsetmon to young people, was véry similar,
~¢ B¢ as chose in your reudmg as in your diel,
and always consult what will profit vou. ¢ Read-
isg improves the mind.” Yot remember this
motto 1 have no doubt.

Eliza, Yes, my dear, very well ; but there is
sertainly something in novels that is very fasci-
mating. .

Char. 1 suppose there is, il we zre to judge
5? the conduct of many persons.  Old Mrg, ‘Ter-
aiv gy « v} N . . . Lo

to her during her last slness, and Miss Flight,
wi.0 is not remarkable for the cotrectness of he
taste, or the depth of her understanding, is, |
am informed, the beat customer ot the circulating
Lurary. I have also heaid it Jamented by out
dear friend Eugenia, that her mather, who i-
s.xty-nine, spends a great part of the Lord's day
in reading novels !

Eliza. Oh, shocking indeed! Well, Sister, 1
have nothing to say 1n defunce of them, T must
own | have ofien been grioved in thinking how
much money our servants spend 1n this way

Char. On servants, as well as on others, they
have a most pernicious effect, and I really thuk,
‘it from theso producticns, they have imnbed
tl.e moat whumsical and flighty ideas reapecting
their dress and futuré coudition. Indeed, the
plat of every novel is very similar, and contains
litle more than the rise, progress, and conaum-
wution or failure, of some whimsical or cxlrava-
sant uttachment.

Eliza. Well, my dear Chatlotte, you ave really
3 decided advocate dgainst the conduct I am
pursving, and I believe I may venture to say,
that 1 shall not easly be induccd to begic ano-
ther novel. -

Char. Then my point is happily gained!— Oae
abservation more 1 cannot withhold. You end
I, my dear, are generally suppores to favor reli

were to be whispored by the kind friend who
lent you the novel, that Mr. Clintor’s family pre
lended to be very roligious, but that she could
asserl, fiom personal knowledge, that the daugh
ters had no objection to read novels secretly, and
would no doubt attend the theatres if they could
do st seerefly. ‘

Eliza. Truse, very true, (rising up)

Char. Aad, *if we know these things, happy
are we if we do them.”

Bliza. 1 will send home the novel directly
And as I have long wished to enter upon a course
of reading, will you, sister, give mo on outline
of what you consider most useful and profitable

Char. Most cheeifully—my dear father’s li-
Lrary contains an excellent selection frem the
best authors, and I will take an early opportu-
nity to procure kis thoughts upon the subject.

Charlntte Clinton took the earlicst opportunity
of requesting her father’s opinion on the books
which he judged most suitable to his daughters’
Ever happy in the idea of promoting their real
terests, and eager (o centribute to their im-
provement, he cheerfully complied with their
wish,'and shortly after presented them with the
follbwing note : ' '

My dear Gurls,

It affords me real pleasare to discover in
you a desire to improve your minds by adding
to your stock of inlormation. I would have un.

that by this mode you would havejan opportunity
of reviewing my remarks upon the subject.
Yeyng peraons of your age are liable to many

tempiations to waste time. | Fachion and amuse-
L . . . I

ram, it is said, desired her servant to read nnvels‘

gion. Now, would it not bs a painful thing if it

swered your request verbally, but I connidered;

ments are pursued by many wah avidity.—~You
have beoa happly presecved frum the fullies of
the cnid table, the profligacy of the theatte, and
the dissipatinna of the bLall soum, bLut the mind
must be cultivated; for what is tho most lovely
fotm, or the most agreeablo dispusition, 1f the
mind be unadarned ?

But te your quostion—You asked what books
1 would commend to your attentive perusal?
My answer will Lbe derived from a recollection
of those works which 1 have fuund benceficial,

As an introduction, 1 wish you to read with
care The Jmprovement of the Mind, by the late
Dr. Issac Walts, a hook wlich abounds with
many useful and important observations.

History aud Gengraphy are delightful zources
af mstruction and amusement. The ancient
History of Rollm, {a most valuable work) con-
tnins so much useful matter, mterspersed with
religivus reilections, and explanations ol diflerent
parts of the Holy Seriptures, that, although itis
long, fhe perusal of it will amply repny vou.
After this you may proceed to Goldsmith’s His-
tonies of Greece and Rome; and if you wish to
trace .he progress of the blessed gospel, yan
will find ot 1in Bhiloer’s, Brown’s, or ;Josheim’s
Ecclesiastical History. I lhave been much gra-
tified in perusing the History of the Turks.

Tho wntings of Dr. Robortson must not be
neglected. As an histotian he is deservedly
estzemed. 1318 Histories of Scotland, Amertca,
and of the Emperor Charles Y. are well entitled
to your attention. Yo which mny be ndded,
Watson’s Lives of Phihp 1. and 111. of Spain,
and the Duke of Sully’s Memoirs of Henry iV,
of France.

Bishop Burnett’s Histories of the Reformation
and of his Own Times, will be read with pleasure
as you advance in this find of knonledge.

If [ have omitted the History of England, it
is from the supposition that you are alzcady well
acquamted with it.  To this you will often refer,
and endeavour toimpress the leading facts which
it records upon your inemorics.

Geography may be studied advantageously by
means ol voyages and travels, always taking
care to have a map near you, and to find out the
places mentioned by the aathor.

Paelry 1s so pleasiog that you will not require
me to recommend it to your notice. It eletalen
the ideas aud softens the style. Many useful
maxims are relained in the memory by the sid
of versification; yet you must use caution. ope-
must not be always trusted; tus numbers are
jsmooth, ‘but his senuments arc often sncorrect.
Cowper, ARcaside, 1 hompson, and Yeung, will
imprive as Wil o8 pleast’ and, as to Walts, lis
Lyric. compostiotid ‘hate been tle delight of
many Gerivus murds, and rased their affecions
towards heavenly thinga,

Religion must not be neglected. To live woeld,
nust be the study of your hife. ¢ Seek firsl the
kingdom of God and bis nightecousness.” The
writers on this momentous theme are nemerows
and excellant.  Deddridge’s Rise and frogress
of R.ligion 1n the Soul, Alleine’s Alasi to the
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