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WILLIAM DARLING& CO,
IMPOETEES ce

Metals, -ardware, Glass, ilfirror Plates,
Hlair Seating, Carriage

Makers' Trlimmings and Curled mlr.
Agents for Messrs. ChRa. Ebbinghaus & Sons, Menu-

facturers of Window Comices.

No. 30 St. Sulpice, & No. 379 St. Paul Streets

MONTREAL.

A. & T. J DARLING & CO.
BAR IRON, TIN, &c.,

AND SHELF HARDWARE.
3OUTLERY A SPECIALTY.

FRONT ST,, East.) TORONTO.

CABLE REPEATS
2 Cases Cream Fichus.

2 Biack "

4 " Black Girdles.

1 " Colored "

1 " " Corde.

1 " " Tassels,

1 " Parasols.

2 " Lace Collars.

2 " Lqce Mitts.

2 " Cashmere Jerseys.
2 " Black Silk Guipure Laces.

1 " Lace Ties.

ORDERS %iVll receive attention.

D. McCALL & Co.,
51 Yonge Street, Toronto.
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MONTREAL, AI'RPIL 8, 1881.

IMPERIAL CONFEDERATION.

The circunmstances, unier ivhich the
people of Canada are called on to consi-
der the subject of an important change in
their political institutions, are such as to
claim for it a more than ordinary share of
attention. An announcement ivas made
a few wreeks ago that, after the close of tb
session of Parliament, the leader of the
Opposition, the Hon. Mr. Blake, would
accept a public dinnerunder the auspices
of the Young Men's Reform Association
of Montreal, and the day finally settled on
was chosen as a fit tine to make arrange-
ments for completing an electoral organ.
ization of the .Liberal party of the district
of Montreal and its vicinity. The con

vention was attended by a large number
of the inembers of the Liberal party, and
the Hon. Edward Blake was ielcomed as
its leader, and we think that we are justi-
fied in assuming that the party is, to a
great extent, committed to the views
enunciated by the Hion. gentleman on
such an occasion. There are, of course,
nany planks in the political platform, as
it is popularly termed, an i many of thei
well deserving a largier shre of attention
than it is in our power to give theni et
preseut. They ail, in our judgment, sink
into insignificance, when compared iriths
the project which Mr. Blake lias again re-
vived, and whicli is known as " Imperial
Confederation."

THE RAILwAY.

The earlier part of Mr. Blake's speech
at the dinner was naturally devoted to
the great measutre, the discussion of whichi
occupied so large a portion of the session,
and the enactment of whichs lie pronounc-
ed to be " a great public crime.' This
subject has been already very fully dis-
cussed in our columns, and ire shall
nerely observe, on this occasion, that we
think it probable thsat the party, of which
Mr. Blake is the leader, is more united in
opposition to the Pacific Eailway scheme
than on any other subject.

THE TARIFF.

About the tine whien Mr. Blake's utter.
ances on the subject of the tariff were
publislsed, the April number of the By-
stander made its appearance, and we are
informed by its editor that Mi'. Macken-
zie and M'r. Blake "represented different
winîgs of the party and diftrent princi-

pies." Mir. Mackeizie" representedGi'it.
isLu, or, to put it more plainily, the Globe
and its proprietoi'." The article proceeds
to assert tbat the Grit organ, and, of course,
Mr. Mackenzie, was especially opposed to
iwiat is termed " Commercial Autonomy,"
as distinguislied from " Commercial De-
pendency," to which Mr. Mackenzie is
said to be committed]. The language of
tie article deserves special notice: " Mir.
" Mackenzie was taken to England, led to
I the altar of British capital, and there
" bound by a vowr to be forever true to

the principle of Commercial Depencd-
l ency.'" t is a simple act of justice to
Mr. Mackenzie to state, that there is iot a
shadow of foundation for the assertion
that lie is influenced in bis views regard-
ing the commercial policy of Canada by
Englisli opinion, or that there is any
essential, or indeed any difference be-
tween his viewvs and those propounded by
Mr. Blake at the dinner on the 29th inst.
When we' read in the Bystiander that Mr.
Mackenzie and Mr. Blake represent " dif
ferent principles," and that the former

Nvas I especially opposed to Commercial
Autonomîy," and pledged to " Commercial
Dependency," ive naturally turned to Mr,.
Blake's own exposition of his views. We
miglht quote passage after passage in suip-
port of oui assertion that Mr. Blake is as
decided a Free Tiader as Mr. Mackenzie-
one will suffice : "If another country bas

"greater natural facilities foi' producing
" any article, and can produce it cheaper,
"and if iwe can get it cheaper froi that

country, and if that country can find
"that we have gre.ater natural facilities
"for producing some other article, and
"can make it cheaper than it can, then
" our belief is that a free exchange should
"take place between these countriies."
The truth is that the Liberal party is
divided intò tiwo sections.on the question,
and more especially in the Province of
Quebec ; but Mr. Blake andi Mir. Macken-
zie boths belong to the Free Trade section.
Mr. Joly, on the other liand, is an avowed
Protectionist, and when the Ifon. Mr.
Mercier, wrho took the lead at the con-
vention, declared that. "l tariffs should
have a permanent character," and spoke
of the I vested interests of manufac-
turers," and of the necessity of taking
care, in the revision of the tariff, " not to
ruin well'meaning manufacturers," lie
expressed sentiments widely diferent
froi tliose uttered by Mi. Blake. We
need not pursue the subject, although it
must be obvions that it is really the ques-
tiotn of the hour.

iMPEPIAL CONI-EDERATION.

We turn to the subject which is really
of the greatest interest to the Canadian
people. It was writh deep regret that wve
perused that portion of Mr. Blakels
speech in w'hich lie endeavored to create
dissatisfaction with the political institu-
tions under w'hicli iwe live. The complaint
is, that. iwe are "lin a subordinate and
dependent position," "tnot meielysubjects
of the Queen but the subjects of the
Queen's subjects." We are told that, ai-
though we have self-government, iwe have
ne control over matters of Imperial con-
cern, such as " the foreign policy of the
Empire " and " commercial treaties." It
would be easy to show that the remedy
proposed for the aileg ed grievance would
be wholly inoperative, inasmuch as Cana-
da would have just as little influence in an
Imperial Confederationas the Province
of Manitoba bas in oui' own. We deny,
however, that there is any real grievance.
As regards foreign policy, ive are persuad-
ed that it is infinitely more advantageous
for Canada that it is not called on to as-
sume any responsibility for the foreign
policy of tie Empire. The compli.cAtions
that have arisen from time to time, and


