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as it chanced, had a vessel sailing for England in 
a short time. On learning of their desire to cross 
the ocean, he at once placed the cabin of the 
vessel at the disposal of Mr. Paterson and Donal- 
blane, adding to this kindness a substantial 
advance of money, which the former might repay 
at his convenience.

Thus the way home was providentially opened 
up, and in far greater comfort than they had set 
out for the New World, the two friends returned 
to Scotland. Here Donalblane was received with 
characteristic coolness by his uncle, who felt very 
sore over the loss of his five hundred pounds ; and 
Mr. Paterson had to bear the undeserved reproaches 
of those who had lost not merely money, but rela
tives, in the unfortunate enterprise.

Yet there were far brighter days in store for both. 
Mr. Paterson cleared himself of all blame for the 
catastrophe, and filled the remaining years of his 
life with honourable work, while Donalblane, 
sobered by his experience, devoted himself to his 
uncle’s business with such ardour and intelligence 
that ere long he came to be his right-hand man.

The step from that to a partnership was an easy


