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A SUPPLEMENT, 619

the growth of inundation lands. At the foot of the rapids, the navi-

gation of the river is impeded by the beds of gravel formed in it. The
first rapids lie in latitude 31, 48, 75, 5, N., a little above which there
is a high ridge of primitive earth, studded with abundance of frag-
ments of rocks, or stoi®, which appear to have been thrown up to the
surface in a very irregular manner.

The stone is of friable nature,
some of it having the appearance of indurated clay ; the outside is
blackish from exposure to the air; within it is a grayish white; it 1s
said that in the hill the strata are regular,.and that good grindstones

may be here obtained. The last of the rapids, which is formed by

a ledge of rocks crossing the entire bed of the river, was passed in the
evening of the 27th; above it the water became again like a mill-
pond, and about one hundred yards wide, ‘I'he whole of these first
sheals, or rapids, embraced an cxtent of about a mile and a half’; the
obstruction was not continued, but felt at short intervals in this dis-
tance. On the richt, about four leacues {rom the rapids, they passed
the <« Bayou Aux Baufs,” a little above a rocky hill : high lands and

savannas are seen on the right.  On sounding the river they found

three fathoms water on a bottom of mud and sand. The banks of
the river above the bayou seem 10 retain very little alluvial soil ; the

highland earth, which is a sandy loam of a light gray color, with

streaks ol red sand and clay, is seen on the left bank ; the soil not
rich, bearing pines, interspersed with red oak, hickory, and dog-wood.
The river 1s {dom sixty to one hundred yards wide here, but decrease

as you advance. The ne pid is made by a ledge of rocks travers.
ine the river, and narrowime the water channel to about thirty yards.
I'he width between the hich banks cannot be less thanw one hundred
ards, and the banks from thirty to forty feet hich. In latitude 32,

10, 13, rapids and shoals again occurred, and the channel

) wis very

narrow ; the sand-bars, at every point, extended so {ar into the bend

as to leave little more than the bréadth of the boat of water sufhiciently

deep for her passace, althouch it spreads over the width ¢ venty o
rhty vards upon the shoal.

In the afternoon of the 31st, they P plantation er se
tlement on the richt, and at night arrived at three others adjoini
weh other.  T'he ettiements are on un or prairie, the soil
vhich wg inay be assured 1s alluvial, n th :4"4“‘1 ope whiel
&‘.‘.{‘-I‘ll from the river.  "'he bed o ver 1s now sufficiently
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