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into tli(» state of health of all on board, and, in eonjunetion with the iiuarantine master,

jisecrtalns the sanitary history of tlie voyage, liondition of port of departure, character of

eari:e. etc The latter ofTlcer e.xamlnes Into the eondltion. with regard to cleanlinijss,

.,f the hold, cabin and foreeastlo, c lines the bilge to bo pumped out and purified by fresh

water, and ascertains wln^ther any part of the cargo Is in a damaged or lnfi;etlous ctmdl-

lion. It the vessel Is satisfactory In all these resiiects, a certilleate to that effect, signed*

liy both olTl.v^rs, Is furnished and she is allowed to proceed to the port. This certificate is

aihlie-sed to the health (jflleer of the port, to whom It must be delivered within 'Jl hours

alter the vessel lands at her wharf.

If any contagious or Infectious disease (measles excepted) bo found on board, or If the

vi,s-r| he from nn infected port, or If her cargo be considered dangerous as to contagion

orinfi'CtioiKor the veFsol's sanitary condition be unsatisfactory, die certilleate is withheld

iiiiil tlie necessary measures are Instituted to ren'ler her safe from conveying contagion or

infi'dion. These measures are entirely within the discretion of the I.azare''/> physician*

(of eourse under the control of the Board of Health of the City) and are eniorced under

his supervision by the quarantine-master. So far as they are prescribed they consist of

rmrineation "by ventilation, scrubbing and whitewashing." Fumigation is efTectod by

-ulihiir combustion in iron iiots. There are none of the modern appliances for disinfec-

tiouof vessels or cargo. \o attention Is paid to the vaccinal status of Immigrants unless

?niall-pox is discovered on a vessel; and as a natural consequence the disease has fre-

quently been Introduced into the interior through this port. Telegraphic communication

hasreeiMitly been established with Philadelphia.

Owing to the filling up of the channel in front of this Lazaretto, large vessels detained

in iptarantine could not be kept out of the track of commerce as completely as Is desir-

iilili'. In examining the surroundings of the station we proceeded on the quarantine

steamer as far south as Chester, at which place we found the revenue cutter troni which

inspections of vessels arriving in tho Delaware Bay are made. In connection with these

inspections I took ocea-^ion to repeat tho suggestion made at Baltimore, to-wit: That tho

Government inspection service should be utilized as fully as possible, and to this end
should receive the cooperation and recognition not only of Pennsylvania, but of the Dela-

ware and Now Jersey health authorities. Stale and local. This sugirostion was subse-

'luently acted upon by the adoption of a resolution by the Philadelphia board of health

reipiiring all vessels from infected ports to report for tho removal of sick sailors at the

U. S. (,)uarai.tlne Station at tho Delaware breakwater before proceeding up the river.

Dr IJeiijamin Lee, of the State Board of Health, wrote me on the l!8th of September that

"in company with Drs. Cloemann and Ford and several non-professlonnl members of the

city beard, Dr. Wilson the Lazaretto physician, and Dr. Bailhache of the Marino Hospital

service and National Board of Health, I visited the U. 8. Quarantine Station at tho Dela-

ware breakwater on S(>ptombcr 4.' Dr. Marshall of the Delaware State Board joined us on
the way. Dr. Hunt of tho New Jersey Board fully expected to come but was prevented

by an outbreak of typhoid somewhere in his bailiwick." After describing the accommo-
dations, surroundings, etc., and means of boarding vessels, Dr. Leo adds: "Tl\,e vessels

lie about four miles off In very rough water and de( lino to come insido the breakwater on
aceount of tho time which It takes. The only boat is a little yawl entirely unfit for heavy
weather. There is space enough to put up temporary barracks here in case of emergency,
and there is a government pier close by to which vessels could bo brought. There are no
anangements for disinfecting cargoes or clothing.

"It is doubtful whether this would be tho best place for a permanent quarantine station

on account of the exposed situation and roughness of tho water. Also because incase
of storm so many vessels take refuge hero, often close together. The distance from tho
city Is also a possible objection. l?l I think there must be an island higher up the bay
fomewhcre, which could be utilized for the purpose."

' Appointed by the Governor.


