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Fort St. Philip's in Europe. For, though the -A.D.

vail quantity of artillery, ammunition, ftores, and

provifions of all forts, and the number of work-

men employed in building, and of others in the

navigation upon Lake Ontario, is a convincing

proof that the perfons concerned in the manage-

ment of the American war, were not infenfible of

the importance of this poft, both for defence and

offence -, yet nothing can appear more notorious,

except the procraftination of the defence of Mi-

norca, that this poft was alio loft by delays and

negled, and, at laft, by not doing all that was in

the power of a garrifon to do; as will more fully

appear from the following review of the ftate of

Ofwego for fome time before ; when there was the

greateft reafon to expeft a vifit from the French,

who made no fcruple to call it an encroachment,

or an invafion upon the French King's territory,

made in the time of a profound peace ; and it was

declared that thev would attack, take and de-

ftroy it, as foon as opportunity would permit.

Neverthclefs Ofwego was fo negleded, that the How of-

French might have executed their defign upon it been neg-

in the fpring of the year 1755, when this fort was ^^^^^'

garrifoned only by 100 men, under Captain King,

had no works but the Old Fort, mounting eight

four pounders only, and fo commanded by an emi-

nence direftly a-crofs a narrow river, whofe banks

were covered with a thick wood, that made it utter-

ly incapable of defence , or to command any re-

fpecl upon the Lake. As was the cafe on the

24th and ?6th of May 1755, when 41 battoes,

with 15 men in each, in all 6co men, pafled in

I i 2 fight
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