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'Afrnid! of what ?
'

* Afraid l»'st flio news would nr* be pleasant to you. I wanted

to sio for niys If. I ihoufrht if 1 saw your face I would know.'

.*^lii'ila did not ask what he thought now.
' It. is five years, Sheila, since I went away,' he said at hi*;t.

' I thought it ten,' Sheila said simplv ; and Fergus's liand

in;)ved a liitle, till his ting'.TS touched her arm. But still he

I'c.iri'd to speak.

'May I get down, Fergus? I should like to walk a little.

() no, thank you.'

Sjie had vaulted lightly from the saddle before Fergus could

lift her, and, fastening up Wob Roy's bridle, she let him wander

oil' at his own sweet will. lie was a discrel beast, and

accustomed to all his young mistress's vagaricj of mind. So

th"y walked on a little way in silence,—a silence embarr.i^sing,

though passing sweet. Love's barrier was in the way. In the

de[ith of his strong feeling Fergus could not find words to

bridge it.

Presently Sheila looked round, and gave a little exclamation.

' Oh, just look at the light on the loch
!

'

It was indi ed a fairy picture; the silver sheet gleaming in

the broad white moonlight under a deej) blue starlit >ky, the

dark hills encompsissing it like a watchful guard.

' It is not cold, Sheila; will you stand a little at thi< gate?'

said Fergus, after a moment; and Sheila stood stdl, with her

round arm lying on the upper bar, and Ikt face turned towards

the (ilen. Fergus, looking at it, thought, the sweet outline more

sliarply defined, and saw a weary curve about the mouth which

stabbed him to the heart. Sheda had not been happy in

Dalinore any more than he in Canada. But he had yet to learu

why she was not happy. He dared not believe that it was on

account of him. ' I have come back. Sheila, as I said I would,'

he began, in full, earne>t, manly tones. ' When I went away, I

Siiid a great deal about coining back weidiny, and with some-

thing to hiy at your feet. I have nothing except a clean

record for five years. In that time I have hotiestly fried,

with God's help, to live as He would have me live, and as

1/ou would like me to live. I have tried to live so that the


