
^ ' PREFACE.

natural commoiitary on tlu- sacr.'d writinj^'s which it has

j,Mvoii to us, and we study them us it were anii.lst th.-

life, the scenery, and the looal pet;uliarities which sur-

rounded those to whom tlio Scriptures were lirst addressed.

Whih' descrihin<? the various districts of tlie Holy

Land and while noting' their ancient sites, their past

history, and their present state, I have sou«,'ht to {,'ather

at every step contributions towards the illustration of the

inspired text from every local source. A glance at the

Table of Contents will show that all the country is

brought before the reader in successive portions, from

the extreme south to its northern limits: that is, from

]?eersheba to Damascus, Jiaalbek, and Beirout—an area

including the whole Palestine of the Old and New

Testaments.

The numerous Scripture passages quoted have been

taken, as seemed most advantageous for the reader, from

the Authorised or the Revised Versions, or from the

Greek or Hebrew texts ; and variations from the ordinary

renderings have been made where, in order to express

the full meaning of the original, such a course seemed

necessary.
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