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a rosy littlf Init of Minw. iiitn wliir li ilu-y crawUvl in iluir wnlf skin

jjarnu'iUs, iiiid had a luliT.i'ily ^'(kkI ni^'lit. I \\.i> awakt- i-aily tlir uvw

inorniiij,' ; l>ut wlu-n 1 < rf|it (uil nftlu' Ifiu 1 fniiiul lliat soMKhody cIm*

was on lii> li'^s hc-ron- im-, and this was IV-tti'iscn, who. awakrut-d Ity

tin- cold, was now walking' up and down to warm his stitlrncd hmhs.

Ik' had Irii'il it now, he said : he uvwr should li.ivc lhoii;;hl it |ios>il)lc

to slirp in till' ^now, Itiit it liad not hccn h.dl had. lie u( nM not

<|iiili' admit that lu' hail lifcn < old, and that tliat ua^ the ri'a>on why

111' iiad tiirnc'il out so i-arly. 'i'lu-n wi- !iad our l\->{ iiiiM-^ant lircaklast

tojicthur, ^'ot tlu- sUdj,'i's ready, harncssL-d tlu- dogs, shook hands with

our companions, am 1, without many words bfiii'' uttered oncillur side,

started out into solitude. Peter shook his head sorrowfully as we went

off. I turned round wht-n we had j,'one some little way, and saw his

k ; he was still lookinij; alti-r us.fi'Mire on the lop of the liuminoc

Ills tlioughls were prohahly sad
; perhaps he helieved that he had

spoken to us for tlu- last lime.

Wc found large expanses of Hat i< e, and covered the ground (pii( kly,

farther and farther away from our (omrades, into the unknown, wlu-re

we two alone and the ilogs were to wander for months. 'I he /rtims

riiiumg had <lisappi'ared long ago hehind the margin oi the kc Wi

olteiicame on piied-up rulges and uneven k e, wliere tlic sledges had to

he helped and sometimes carried over. It often happened, too, thit

thev capsi/ed altogether, and it was only by dint of strenuous hauling

that we righted them again. Somewhat exhausted l)y all this n (rd

work, we stopped finally at 6 o'clock in the evening, and had then gone

about c; miles during the day. They were not quite the marches 1 had

reckoned on, but we hopefl that by degrees the sledges would become

lighter, and the ice better to travel o\er. The latter, too, seems to

have been the case at first. On Sunday, .March 17th, 1 say in my

diary :
" The ice ap|)ears to be more even the farther north wo get .

came across a lane, however, yesterday which necessitated a long

detour.* At half past six we had done about cj hides. As we had just

* It Wiis not advisnlile fur many reasons to cro^s the lanes in the kayaks, now that

the temperature wa-^ .so low. I'lven if the water in the lines had not nearly always

lieen Covered with a moie or less thick hiyer of ice, the kayaks would have liectinie
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