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land cultivated in that veitravuriiged two acres tur
every working hand. Tbe settlers bad also con-
strue ed rude b<iat«, and with the<e secured a
harvest of tbe finny product of tbe sea. The ex •

perimint, instead of toeing a failure, as prophets
ofevil had predi '

'
', had succeeded to tbe highest

extent. Five tl o...«and people in Queen s County,
Prince Edward Island—tbe desceudauts of that
band of 800 pilgrim fathers—itre to-day among
the most proeperons of the inhabitants of the
island.
In 180S Lord Selkirk determined to bring the

matter of a more extensive emigration before the
Uritish Government and nation. This he did in

TP8n?jfli^"£M'tnT'd4r.'{.rS8ft'*'3iii*'«f"\i«
Highlands, spoke strongly of tbe need of pro-
moting emigration ; and to show that his pro-
jects were feasible, gave an account of tbe High-
land eolony taken by him to Pr>noe Edward
Island. So well wns this literary enterprioe ac-
complished tbAt afterwards even one of tbe Earl's
most (dtter opponents in his North-Western colon-
isation vcbeme says :—" I wss delighted to find a
Scotch peer writing with so much intelligence
and felicity of style." Tbe book drew forth mo*t
favorable notices, and the leading critic of the
time, Lord Jeffrey, says:

—"The candour with
wbien the first obstacles <re described, the prac-
tical and profound judgment with which the
various measures and nrrangements apptsar to
have been combined^ and that tone of benevolence
witbour, ostentation and yet thoroughly system-
atic, whieh pervades the whole design, renders it

the moot pleasing and u-e ul history that has
been given to the world of the establishment of a
new eolony."
B«t tiie public spirit and generous Mympathv of

Selkirk may be further seen in the warm interest
taksn by him in the welfare of Britain, in the
perilous times through which she was passing,
linen's aims, sympathies, and bant of mind may
be well gauked by the part they play in times of
national exigence.
Those who live for selfish objects—for mere

money getting or pleasure seeking, or even chiefly
for literary pursuits—care little what befals tbe
State ; ii telligent patriotism is an almot unfail'
ing evidence of a large heart. Tbe early part of
the nineteenth century was a time of deepest
anxiety to the British patriot; Napoleon with
" Europe-shadowing wings " was at his height

;

1807 brought his climax of greatness. In August
of that year' he had created bis brother, Jerome,
King ofW««tDhalia. The diadem on the brow of
a humble Oorsiean adventurer, and placed there
by the mighty soldier of fortune simply as one ot
his gifts, struck terror to tbe heart of every Euro-
pean Sovereign. England quaked, and oourage-
O M<i . i t i

'

i.ts dwelt on plans ot defeno*—on saving
the ^tate. Oapt. Bircb. of Royal Engineers, wrote
an octavo volume, and Iiord Selkirk another, and
the matter is so much a mutter of moment that
the Edinburgh Hevieto discusses the books and
(ieals with the subject bulking so largely before
the public mind. To Lord Selkirk as a ooastman,
looking out into Solway and the Dee from his seat
near Kirkcudbright, the question was one of
every day. So insignificant a freebooter as Paul
Jones haid in the days of Selkirk's early childhood
dashed in upon that coast and ravaged the family
seat. Peasant ballads may still be heard com-
memorating that event.

Ye've all heard of Paul Jones,
Have ye not '' H < ve ye no T

Ye've all heard of Paul Jones,
Have ve no?

Ye've all heard of Paul Jones,
Ue was a rogue and a vagabond.
He was a rogue and a vagabond.

Was he no 7

He entered Lord Selkirk's hall.
Did he not ? D d he no ?

He entered Lord Selkirk's hall.
Did he no ?

He entered Lord Selkir'ks hall
And stole the gold and jewels all

Did he no ?

The plans suggested by Lord Selkirk were com-
prehensive and well considered. He would have
a system of militia introduced whereby training
would be given for three months to begin with to
every able bodied young man between 18 and 19
yearsofage, and then three weeks in each suo-
oeedingyear to be spent in camp till the soldiM
be 2S. The critics of the time were able of ooursr
to point out weaknesses, but the success that has
attended this system, as worked out by the Prus-
sians in their overwhelming victories in the Aus-
trian-Prussian war of IWW, and the Frnnoo-Prus-
sian war since, is a favorable commentary on the
plan proposed by Lord Selkirk in 1808, It was
immediately after the publication of this work
fhat the distinguished honor of Fellow uf the

1. Hudson's Bay.
2. Lake Winnipeg (Ouenipique).
3. Like Winnipegoosis.
4. Lake Manitoba.
5. Saskatchewan River.
6. Fort Daer (now Pembina, U.S.)
7. Assiniboine River (or tit. CharlM)«
8. Souris (or bt. Pierre).
9. Missouri

"

10. Mississippi "
11. Ijake Superior.
12. York Factory. ^

13. Red River of the North or (Miskouasipi).

Dotted trapesium represents territory acquired
by Lord Selkirk.
The transfer was made deliberately, and the

highest legal authorities in Britain gave their
opinion favorably as to its validity. Whether
their opinion was correct or not is of no conse-
quence for our present pnrpo i. Every step taken
by the projector of the soheoib, which none can
deny was of magnificent proportions, was becom-
ing tbe action of a biRh-minded and honorable-
man -a man, moreover, of enthusiastic puipose-
and brilliant conception. For the present paper
this must suffice. Many a further page must be
written ere we can see his whole career. We have
only reached Mav, ISll. But we have got the
clue to the life of this really great man, and un-
less our judgment is astray, to the proper elucida-
tion of tbe course of the Nor*-West Company. To
do justice to the matter there should bo given the
details of the project, the character ot the wild
land to which the Selkirk colonist!* came, with an
account of their hardtthips and varyirg fortunes.
.There should moreover be considered Lord Sel-
kirk's defence of his people, his long and labor-
ious journey when coming " coute oui eoute "
with nis band of soldiers he saw the land of hi»
colonists. The charges against him should not be
disrecarded, but it may be stnted now that so far
Hs I have been able to judce they arc tbe product
of self-interest and a most thoroughly one-sided
combination in Canada of tradters and public men
—and even clergymen included—to dainage a
philanthropic and self-denying man and thwart
the ends ol oublic justice. The noble Earl disap-
pears from the scene when after " suffering the
slings and arrows of outrageous fortune," beaten
down by litigation, by persecution, and by cal-
umny, he died at Ptiu in the Pyrenees in the year
1S20.

A vote of thanks moved by Consul Taylor
Booonded by Mr. Whitcher, was given thr
writer, and the meeting closed.


