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far from having attained the recognition which his

importance deserves, may be accounted for by the

defective condition of his writings. His extraordinary

acuteness was designed, but was not sufficiently cultivated,

to give to his investigations the light and the force of

methodical exposition. He wrote with most pleasure in

his Talmudic fashion, commenting »ind disputing, with-

out proper sifting and arrangement of his materials. To

these defects must be added the faults of his style. It

is surprising that he learned to write German as he did.

In his writings there are passages in which the thought

bursts out with really resplendent power, and actually

forces the language, even plays with it, in turns of

expression that take you by surprise. But a German

author he never became ; and as a philosophical author

he wanted a certain sense of order that is indispensable

for exposition. He can sometimes formulate very well,

but cannot systematise, and hence his most important

opinions, in which the whole meaning of his position

rests, are often in the course of his writings found in

passages the least lucid and the least prominent." *

It is perhaps only saying the same thing of Maimon in

another form, that he had no mechanical memory, that

consequently he was apt to forget the names of persons

and of places, sometimes could not remember the name

of the street where he lived, or the day or even the

* Fischer's Geschichtt der neuern Philosophies vol. v., pp. 133-4.


