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Tt is no disparagement to Mr. Hardy to say

tliat 111- liii-s iitiV'tT inanift'stod powers of

mind or It'j^al capacity e(|ual to tliose of

Mr. VV'ood, because as much mij^lit truth-

fully be said of pretty nearly every younjif

man in the J)omiaion. But Mr. Hardy has

always possessed a good deal of indepen-

dence of mind, and from the outset was not

disposed to submit tauicly to wliat he doubt-

less regardtid as professional arrogance on

the part of liis senior. He was conscious of

pos.sessing a fair knowledge of his profes-

sion, and of the ability to conduct a case

with justice to his client. It so happened

that the first brief held by him was in a

case which had attracted a good deal of

public attention before it came to trial.

Mr. Wood was arrayed against him, and,

with the self-confidence begotten of his

large professional experience and almost

uninterrupted success, had not thoroughly

mastered the details of his case. Mr. Hardy,

on the other hand, had gone into his brief

with youthful enthusiasm and a determina-

tion to win. It was precisely one of those

cases, the. success of which depend not so

nmch upon their intrinsic merits a.s upon

their manipulation by counsel. A great

many witnesses were examined, and the

trial extended over .several days. The re-

sult was a verdict for Mr. Hardy's client,

and an established local reputation for Mr.

Hardy himself. From this time forward

the latter had no lack of clients. His knowl-

edge increased, his intellect expanded, and

he settled down to steady, hard work. His

confidence in himself was great, and was

generally borne out by results. For several

years he and Mr. Wood were constantly

pitted against each other, and Mr. Hardy
continued to fully hold his own. In course

of time the Nestor of the Brantford Bar

came to recognize his youthful opponent as

a foeman worthy of his steel. Much of the

latter's success was doubtless due to his

strict attention to details, and to a pleasing

manner of address which conciliated jtirios.

Disilaining the ponderousness of his rival,

the prevailing tone of his eHbrts at th»; Bal-

is light and airy, and ho can contrive to

press a humorous story into his client's ser-

vice with remarkably telling eH'ect. In his

more .serious efforts, however, he has shewn
that he can rise with an occasion, and can

iuipart to his addresses a tone of genuine

earnestness which are none the le.ss ert'ective

from Ijeing charily employed. His practice

has grown with his increasing years, and,

like that of most country pi'actitioners, has

included every department of his profes-

sion, both civil and criminal. As a criminal

counsel it fell to his lot to defend no fewer

than sixteen prisoners during the two yearn

from 180') to 18(17, all of whom were chaiw d

with capital o^lences. Of these sixteen,

only one was convicted, and even he escaped

the extreme penalty of the law. Such an

experience we believe to be altogether ex-

ceptional in the career of professional men
;

and when it is borne in n-'in 1 that Mr.

Hardy is not a criminal law)'. i»tf excel-

lence, the only conclusion to be arrived at

is that such success mu-st be in a great

measure attributable to his own abilities.

His position at the Bar has long been fully

assured. In 187<), when thirty-nine years

of age, he attained the dignity of a silk

gown, and he has since represented the

Crown at assizes in various parts of this

Province.

Mr. Hardy has always taken a keen in-

terest in political questions, but for some

years after his call to the Bar he was too

busily employed in building up a successful

professional business to admit of his taking

any very active part in politics. He was,

both by training and pi-edilection, a Re-

former. He had served on several election

committees, even in his student days ; but

he seemed to be in no hurry to embrace a

political life, feeling assured, probably, that

his time must come. The truth seems to be


