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Government Orders

Before 1 talk about C-28 specifically, I want to talk about the
education system in general. I think it has to be our goal in this
country to have very lean and efficient universities and colleges
whose primary goals have to be to give a very strong education
to tie young people of this country, to give thcm thc skills that
they need in a modern economy. That will ultimately help propel
this country forward.

I think the best way to do that is to put thc proper incentives in
place so that thc universities and colleges have a reason to
compete to get those students and a reason to use ail those
resources that they get in thc most efficient way possible so that
when thcy have a choice bctwcen giving a university professor
tenure or spending that money on ensuring that there 18 another
professor in place to give more education to even more students,
they will make thc right choice and they will choose to provide
more services for those young people.

One of the problems in this country today is that students
cannot get into universities despite Uic fact Uiat Uiey may even
have good enough marks. Sometimes when they can get into
universities they cannot gct into the disciplines that they want
to, Uic ones that will provide them with a job when Uiey get out
in four years.
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1 would argue that we have a lot of fixing to do in thc
universities beyond sorte of Uic things Bill C-28 touches on to
make sure our universities prepare our young people for Uic
changing world ahead.

One of Uic reasons students very often cannot go to university
i8 Uiat Uiey do not have Uic funding. Unfortunately *when
students apply for a student loan Uic govemrment too often looks
at Uic income and assets of Uic parents of Uiat student. This is a
very unfortunate part of Uic systcm. The governimcnt wilI say
they have too many assets. Sometimes people may have a lot of
assets but very little income.

We have to get an incentive in place that wilI a]
young people to get a student boan and which will also,
Uiem to use that money in Uic most prudent way p(
choose classes that will get them the degrce that wilJ
that job down Uic road. We want the incentives ir
encourage them to finish up as fast as Uiey can and not
professional student. We want Uic incentives in pla,
Uiey do flot take a course in basket wcaving. We wai
become great contributors to Uic economny down Uic

Two hundred and fifty years ago during Uic Scottis
enment Uiere were great philosophers and economis
like David Hume and bis friend Adam Smith who wroti
book The Wealth of Nations in 1776. They lectured il'
tics 250 years ago. As thc students entcred Uic roonx tl
put a silver coin in a cup at Uic door. That wasb
professors wcre rewarded. Thcy werc rewarded bc<
dents knew they were going to learn something when
to Uiosc courses. They would gladly deposit Uieir silvi
listen to these great men.

Imagine what kind of incentive Uiat was for Day
Adam Snmith and many other great lecturers and thuiil
past. The better job they did, the more money they v~
The better job they did, the more incentive Uiey would
Uiey gathcred some of Uic returns from their lectures,
often Uiey would want to spcak because Uicy were Ir'

The same Uiing happened 2,000 years prior to tha
outskirts of Athens when Aristotle opencd up bis
students came from ail over Uic Greek peninsula. ThI
corne to Uic Lyceum and pay cash on Uic barrelhcad. T
of bis great reputation and wanted to learn somethiig. 1
Uiere was a great incentive for Uic students to learli bc
hati paid cash and they wanted to get something for the
0f course Aristotie had a great incentive to kecp tca<
Uiinking and coming up with bis great ideas.

Compare that to Uic systcm as it is
the teachers; the govemment pays
taxpayers pay Uic government.
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