HOUSE OF COMMONS

Tuesday, April 4, 1989

The House met at 11 a.m.

Prayers

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

[Translation]

IMPLEMENTATION OF FINAL WESTERN ARCTIC
INUVIALUIT AGREEMENT

TABLING OF ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1987-1988

Hon. Pierre H. Cadieux (Minister of Indian Affairs
and Northern Development): Mr. Speaker, pursuant to
Standing Order 32(2), I have the honour to table copies
in both official languages Of the annual report for
1987-88 on the implementation of the final Western
Arctic Inuvialuit Agreement.
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REPORT PREPARED BY ADVISORY COUNCIL ON
ADJUSTMENT

TABLING OF REPORT

Hon. Jean J. Charest (Minister of State (Youth) and
Minister of State (Fitness and Amateur Sport) and
Deputy Government House Leader): Mr. Speaker, on
behalf of my colleague, the Minister of Employment and
Immigration (Mrs. McDougall), I have the pleasure to
present to you, in both official languages, the report
prepared by the Advisory Council on Adjustment.
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[English]
NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION
FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY

Right Hon. Joe Clark (Secretary of State for External
Affairs): Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to the
fortieth anniversary of the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation which has been a cornerstone of Canadian foreign

policy for successive Canadian governments. What we
celebrate is not only 40 years of uninterrupted peace in
Europe but also the values which brought us together
then and which still unite us today.

When he signed the treaty on behalf of Canada, the
Right Honourable Lester Pearson stated:

This treaty, though born out of fear and frustration, must, however,

lead to positive social, economic and political achievements which will

extend beyond the time of emergency which gave it birth, or the
geographic area which it now includes.

[Translation]

We must keep in mind the situation prevailing at that
time: fully armed Soviet troops were still stationed in
Europe; the West Berlin blockade was on; a Communist
takeover had just crushed Czechoslovakia’s nascent
democracy; and the nations of Western Europe, barely
through with the war, were openly threatened by a
similar fate. There is a striking contrast with the prosper-
ous times we are experiencing today and NATO has been
and still is an essential instrument of such progress.

The unity and determination of the Alliance have
often been put to the test: recurrent troubles in Eastern
Europe, the uprising in Hungary, the Suez Canal crisis,
the crushing of Prague’s springtime demonstrations,
detente in the Seventies, Afghanistan and the double
decision. In every instance NATO came through stron-
ger and more relevant.

[English]

Today NATO provides for the common security of over
600 million people in 16 nations on both sides of the
Atlantic. The modern era is marked by conflict, yet
Europe, the region with the highest concentration of
sophisticated weaponry in the world, is enjoying the
longest sustained period of peace and stability since the
height of the Holy Roman Empire. That peace was made
possible through NATO’s persistent commitment to
pursue complementary goals: first, to maintain adequate
defences to deter aggression; second, to control and limit
armaments through carefully negotiated and verifiable
agreements; and third, to constantly promote dialogue
with the countries of eastern Europe.



