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Peace Seulement with Germany

manner the procedure for drawing up this
settiement to avoid differences of opinion on
procedural matters at a later time, such as
those which took up s0 many sessions of the
Paris conference.

The adoption of proposais of this nature
would space the Canadian government in a
position to participate in the Germaai settie-
ment in an appropriate manner. If a procedure
were devised which would mai;e it possible for
representatives of the smaller powers to be
associated in the actual drafting of the treaty
through work on the committees, and if the
treaty so drafted were accepted without major
changes when it was referred to the council of
foreign ministers, it might then be possible to
provide for the final acceptance of the treaty
in the brief and formnai conference, thus avoid-
ing the necessity for a prolonged conference
such as that in Pýaris, at which. the Italian and
other treaties were reviewed.

Mr. JOHN BRACKEN <Leader of the
Opposition): Mr. Speaker, I ami sure the
members of the house have listened not only
with interest but with entire approval to the
remarks of the Secretary of State for External
Affairs (Mr. St. Laurent) with respect te this
important matter. We, of course, have not
seen anything of the documents except as
they have appeared in the press. I want to
thank the minister for taking the steps
necessary to make those documents available
to us now. 1 have just one question to ask.
He has indîcated that the provisional attitude
of the government with respect to this matter
wili appear in the documents whicb hie bas
tabled. Will the minister table al] -relevant
documents at the earliest opportunity?

I should just like to say one thing furtber.
In so far as we have been able to gather the
attitude of the gavernment, I personally wish
to commend thern for it. Canada played hier
part honourably in the war. Personally I
feel that it would be an insult te this nation
if she were denied the right te sit ini at the
discussions and settlement of the ternis of
peace with Germany. Witbout committing
ourselves te approva! of the details of what-
ever the govern.ment may have done, 1 do
commend them. for their general approach.

Havmng said that, may I take the oppor-
tunity of congratulating the minister on bis
appointmnent to the portfolio of Externe.!
Affairs. 1 only hope that hie will tell us more
in the next few months than his predecessor
has told us in bis terni of office. It was my
privilege to sit with the rigbt hon, gentleman
for six or eight weeks in November and
December last at the United Nations general

assembly; if bie will only carry on as well
hers as he did there ini those first two moniths,
I predict that hie will be a success in bis new
portfolio and that the members of the House
of Commona will be well informed on external
affairs. We wish bim every success in bis new
office.

Mr. ST. LAURENT: The leader. of
the opposition (Mr. Bracken-) asked if ail
the relevant documents would be tabled. I
do not know of any that would be relevant,
other than the ternis of the invitation that
was received tbrougb the embassy in Wash-
ington, tbe first communication that was nmade
to the deputies on January 14, and the cover-
ing letter referred te in the statement of to-
day. I should be glad to add those to the
documents tabled, and thcy wil1l constitute the
complete file of matters that were put in
writing in that connrection.

Mr. M. J. COLDWELL (Rosetown-Biggar):
Mr. Speaker, in view of wbat the leader of
the opposition (Mr. Bracken) bas said, and
the report wbicb bas been made to the bouse
by the Secretary of State for Fxternal Affairs
(Mr. St. Laurent), I tbink it would he well
to let the goverfnent and the country know
that, as far as we are concerned, we beliieve
that the position taken by the government
in the initial stages of the discussion witb tbe
forcign ministers was tbe position that sbould
have been taken.

I arn wondering whetber, at tbis iate stage,
the submissîon of even a memorandum does
not dctract from that original position. I
would rather bave sean -the governaient, of
Canada stand firmly by the position tbat
since Canada contýributed during the war
in every respect te the extent of bier
resources and, unlika seime of the powers who
are now danying us the right te speak at
the conference, was in the war with Germany
from the beginning, it migbt have been well
if we had stood *by tbe position originally
taken.

I sbould like to say also that I tbink
Canada bas a contribution to maka now.
During the war we made our contribution in
man and material. Since tbe war ended,
Canada bas made a tremendous contribution
to the feeding of tbe suffering -people of the
world. Thesa contributions should net ha over-
lookad. It saems -to me we can stiJl make
a valuable contribution toward laying the
foundations of a permanent peaoe and te thec
feeding of -the peoples of the world. Canada
should not be denied bier right te participate
fully ini the drafting of the peace treaty with
Germany.


