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two of intensive development to prepare for
production. 1 quote from page 151 of the
report:

The value of animais fattened in feed lots
during the season 1941-42 totals about $3,900,000
including cattie ani lamibs.

And again:
Over 90 per cent of the grain fed cattie were

placed in the feed lots on irrigated areas.
During the saine period 100,000 lambs f rom the
ranges of southern Alberta ami southwestern
Saskatchewan were plaeed in the feed lots and
fields of the irrigated districts.

That indicates the petentialities of this
arca. 1 should like to read from page five of
the 1941 report of the Alberta sugar heet
growers, as follows:

We now feed and finish annually upward of
100,000 laoebs and 25,000 cattie in this sma]l
area.

Tbat refers to the relatively small area now
under irrigation, and accordingly we can form
some estimate of whiat could be done if the
who]e arca were under irrigation.

Tbis food producing area is in a safe region
just east of the Rocky mountains. It could
be more easily defended against western attack
than perbapa any other area, and it is more
remote from eastern attack than any other
area in Canada.

It is strategie because it is se near the pos-
sible battle area, both in Alaska and along
the western coast. We are sure of it because
there is an excellent climate, plenty of water
and good soul.

In addition, wc would be safeguarding our
birthright with respect to that water. As
matters stand now, we are in danger of trading
our birtbright for a mess of pottage.

I repeat once more: when this war is over,
there will be a cry for economy and there
will be a danger of our neglecting to construct
this prejeet. I suggest to the members of
the committee and to the miinister that that
portion of the recommendations of this coin-
mittee which asks that construction of the
proct be deferred until after the war be dis-
regarded. There arc too rnany of us îvho are
looking for this wvar to end within the next
year or two. It rnay last ten ycars. It is
higli time that mcembers of the parliament of
Canada and of the gevernment of Canada
began to use a little feresight instead of
dragging along everlastinly wvith hindsight.

Item agreed to.

Siirvey s aifd en.doeering branch.
154~. Geodetic ser%-ice. $1~3,78.

Mr. C'ASTLEDEN: Wliat is bcing donc this
year withi rcgard to this service?

Mer. CRERAR: It is simply a continuation
of tlie work that lîas heen geing on for rnany

['%Ii. Blacknjore.]

years. I undcrstand that rny bhon. friend bas
some knowledge of mathematies, and therefore
probably bie knows more about tbe inner
meaning of this vote tban 1 do. It is for
tbe purpose of establishing by triangulation the
precise points in various parts of tbe country
frem wbicb ail otber surveys are made. It is
particularly important, for instance, in the
matter of boundary lines, in tbe matter of
bydrograpbic survey work, and especially in
the matter of getting precise .maps. During
the past year w-e bave been asked to extend
this work, by somne of the defence services.
Wben you are laying out flying routes and
ail that sort of tbing, accuracy is necessary.
Tbe purpose of tbe geodetie survey is to, de-
termine by a ratbcr intricate method of calcu-
lation the precise points from which ail
surveys start. Tbis vote bas been in the
estimates for a great many years, and tbe
work is being carried on because of ifs
necessity.

Mr. CASTLEDEN: Tbat was wby I asked
the question. I was îvondering wbetber there
n as any extra *work on account of the war.
Tbe work of surveys along tbe boundary is,
I suppose, continuing. A-fter tbey bave made
a survey of tbe international boundary, by
the fime tbey have completed that one, I sup-
pose the work bas f0 be donc over again, bas
if net?

Mr. MacNICOL: AIl kinds of issues come
up cli tbe time across tbe ,boundary.

Mr. CRERAR: Yes, tbat is the case: for
instance, particularly in the maountain sections,
f0 get the precise points on wbicb tbe boundary
is determined. I migbf add that to-day pra.c-
ticaily the wbele staff of tbe geodetie survey
is engaged in werk relafing to tbe war.

Item agreed te.

Indian Affairs branch.
160. Brandi admninistration, $56,032.

Mr. COLDWELL: I want, te say a few
w-erds, and I think this is the besf place te
say thiem. I arn net geing into the situation
to-night-it is tee lafe-regarding the condi-
tion ef ýtic Indians in the country. I think
thc condition ef our Indian population is a sad
reflection upon the white population of our
country, frorn the peint of view of disease and
- e on and se forth. But whiat I arn geing te
mntion te-nighit is this, that if seems ite me
that the life of an Indian is nef. rcgardcd as
being worth very rnuch by seme of our
mnagistrates, and even perhaps by the depart-
ruent itself. I learn tha-t at a place called
Chiippawa 1H1ll, on Saugeen reserve, in this
province, an Indian named Ernest Johin w-as
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