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COMMONS

Right here in Canada, Mr. Speaker, we
find disciples of these two political schools
who at present have Spain as their battle-
ground, but whose object it is to have the
whole world as their sphere of action.

I shall not pass judgment on the systems
of government which other nations have
thought fit to adopt, but I am emphatically
opposed to these nations taking it upon
themselves to make us benefit by their experi-
ments. I submit that the forms of govern-
ment which may have brought order out of
chaos in Russia, in Italy or in Germany will
never be accepted by the free people of my
country, and the propagandists who are paid
by the expounders of these doctrines must
know that the government of Canada is ready
to thwart them by force, should the occasion
arise.

Now what about communism? Canada is
not exempt in this regard. Only a short time
ago I was reading a pamphlet published
recently by Les Editions de [I'Université
1’Ottawa, in which Father Sauvé, O.M.I,, said:

Communism, in Canada, possesses now an
organization whose ramifications extend to all
sections of the dominion. Every year, the com-
munists hold anti-capitalistic meetings in several
places: at Montreal, in Toronto, in Winnipeg,
in Vancouver. . . .

Lenin’s revolutionary tree has rooted in
Russia, but its branches are already extending
to all parts of the world. . . .

Soon, if we do not take care, they will bring
about a furious storm. Indeed the hour is
momentous and this problem must be faced
from its real aspect. . . .

Is it not His Eminence Cardinal Villeneuve
who said: “Communism in Canada is not merely
hypothetical, it has become a reality. It is
ablaze in our midst. To encompass it is a
matter of urgency.”

In his recent pamphlet Mr. René Bergeron,
of Montreal, also tells us that “communism
is a force and that this force is a menace
to Canada.”

With such unequivocal opinions before us,
I cannot act like the ostrich, and I shall cer-
tainly not deal in any haphazard way with
so vital a question as that of national defence.
It is true that I am not an imperialist or
a jingo, and I will say bluntly that I am
entirely and emphatically opposed to Can-
ada’s participation in extra-territorial wars.
But I want my country to be protected from
any invasion, no matter where it comes from,
and I shall vote against the motion now
before the house. I believe, in so declaring,
I am perfectly in accord with my leaders.

Like the hon. member for Bellechasse,
whom I like very much, I am only a
countryman, and if I reflect the opinion
of the “habitant” from down home, I want
to impress upon the house that I have no

[Mr. Tremblay.]

apology to make. On the contrary I am
proud to speak for the “habitant.” On such
important matters as those which are now
being considered by this house, I do not claim
to be an expert, but I believe in my leaders,
and I am happy to tell them that I accepted
the invitation to be the candidate of the
right hon. gentleman (Mr. Mackenzie King)
who is now at the head of the government
because I placed all my confidence in him
and because I admired above all his true Cana-
dian spirit. During the election campaign, on
every platform in my constituency and else-
where I delivered addresses I expressed
approval of the policy that he was expound-
ing, and my fellow-citizens elected me to this
house. I wish to state here that I believe
in my leaders and that I am satisfied with
the statements of policy which have been
made in the house.

My province, Mr. Speaker, stands second
to none in the matter of patriotism. History
is there to prove this. We are essentially
Canadians and it is our desire to remain
such. We do mnot want Canada to embark
upon costly overseas ventures, but, following
the example of our forefathers, we are ready
to defend our land. The Prime Minister,
the Minister of Justice (Mr. Lapointe), whom
we respect in Quebec because, sir, he does
credit to our people in the government of
our country and because he represents the
best of our race, and the Minister of National
Defence (Mr. Mackenzie)—all have declared
what I could sum up by quoting what the
Minister of National Defence said on Monday
evening in this house:

There is no idea whatever of sending a single
Canadian soldier overseas in any expeditionary
force, and there is not a single cent providing
for that in the estimates this house will be
asked to wvote.

Such emphatic statements, made by men
whom we trust, give us much satisfaction.

In conclusion, may I say that Canada, in
the ecritical hours through which we are
passing, should be proud to have at the head
of her government our present Prime Minister.
An imperial conference will be held in London
in a few weeks. Those who will represent
the government of their country at the
conference will bear a heavy responsibility.
It is obvious that the defence issue will
constitute one of the gravest problems the
conference will have to deal with, and our
delegates will have the strict duty of represent-
ing Canadian sentiment. I firmly believe they
will do so.

May I be permitted to rmead what the
Evening Citizen of February 15 had to say
with regard to our principal delegates to the
next conference:



