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this buse. But certainly he was logical, and
the last thing we could reproach the leader
of the opposition for is the course that hoe
f ollowed in that instance. How could hie
advise fis Excellency as to the fact that hie
wanfed a dissolution because no one could
carry on, and in the same breath say: If
dissolution is flot granted, then 1 suggest
that the leader of the Tory party can carry
on. That would have been most illogical,
and when my right lion. leader is criticized
for having embarrassed the affairs of the coun-
try and of my bion. friends by the stand hie
takes, I cannot consider that argument seri-
ously.

Is if not a strange thing, after we have been
bore for six months, being obstructed in every
possible way, by overy device that my hon.
friends could imagine, to find that after they
have claimed to hold power for two days they
already feel that we are creating much em-
barrassment to their shadow cabinet. I shall
remember ail my life the scene which took
place on Monday hast when the then leader
of the government got up in bis placé- and,
in a voice which betrayed the gravity of the
moment, read f0 this House the document
through which hie was announecing that his
cabinet had resigned. Before a minute had
passed, the first thing that came to the mind
of the then leader of the opposition (Mr.
Meighen) wvas to rise and say: Well, now that
you are out of it, I pray that you make it
as easy as you can for us. Certainly wo are
not going to do anything merely to delay
the business of the country;. But in hi, fime
the right hion, gentleman (Mr. Meighen) was
devising every means hie could think of f0
prevent the estimafes being voted and fo
keep bills from ygoing f brougb the flouse. Yet,
sn soon as the late government resigned, hav'-
ing before hlm the vision of a cabinet under
his ou-n control. the flrst thing hie fhought
of in the gravity of that situation was reliance
upon the henevolence of fhat very group of
men againsf whom hie had devised ev'ery
scheme bis fertile imagination could produce
f0 make if difficult for them f0 carry on.

Do not lot hon. gentlemen suppose that we
are faking this stand fn-day with any idea
af ail of emharrassing this governimenf. As
a maffer of fact during the past couple of
dqys fhis flouse bas donc some business. But
wh;en wxe were informed last evening of the
procedure by mnoans of which hion, gentle-
men opposite came to occupy their seats,
we had f0 rise in protest, not for any advan-
tage ilhat ;ve might gain, not in the inferests
of our own party, but fromn the standpoint
of the people at large. We could not allow

[Mr. Rinfret.]

such a situation f0 exist without comment. If
has been shown by every text which has been
quoted in this discussion that ministers, what-
ever their capacity, may be appointed only
by a quorum of council. And a quorum
comprises four ministers. Yet fhese bon.
gentlemen. temporary ministers, acting min-
isters, and scion departing ministers, were ap-
pninted by the Prime Minister (Mr. Meighen)
himself alone. fie is the on'ly minister who
bas beon sivorn in, and ho, sifting by himself,
presiding over himself, porsonally passed the
orders in council appointing this acting min-
istry.

Mr. RYCKM AN: Just as Sir Wilfrid Lau-
rier did.

An hon. MEMBER: fie neyer did that.

Mr. RYCJ(MAN: fie did. fie "sat by
bimself, presided over himseli," and made
his own appýointments.

Mr. MOTHERWELL: A self-made gov-
ernment.

Mr. RINFRET: I do not know fo wbich
period of Sir Wilfrid L'aurier 's career the
hon. member alludes, but I venture to sug-
gest that if Sir Wi-lfrid's record were com-
pared with my bion. friends' be would find
that the right was on Sir Wilfrid's side. I
will not f ry f0 make any easy argument by
going back f0 the days of Sir Wilfrid, but I
may content myself with this observation:
If we w'ant to find an instance of a strict
regard for ftho constitution, if we want to see
a record of the business of the country car-
ried on as if ougbt f0 ha carried on, there
is no one to whom we may look soniner than
Sir Wilfrid Laurier, fie was eminently fltted
to promote the prosperif y and fo maintain
fhe honour of this country, and no greater
man in Canada's history can be mentioned.
fie was the rigbt man in tihe rig'ht place. I
say, be was the right man-words fhat are
slîghtly different in sound from my hon.
friend's naine.

As I was -saying, when Mr. Meighen ap-
pointed bon, gentlemen opposite hie did so
aIl by himsef. fie was the only one who
had been properly sworn; hle was tie nnly
one who had taken the oath of office, although
there sbould have been at least four minis-
tors properly swnrn. Even conceding f0 the
rigbt hion, gentleman a brain capacity com-
paraýble to the sumn total of that of four hon.
gentlemen opposite, I still say thaf on the
rock of constitution he 'should have stood
with fbree other properly sworn ministers
bofore atfempfing f0 pa.ss such orders in
council. This therefore is the situation. We


