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Mr. J. J. HUGHES (Kings, P.E.L): Mr.
Chairman, I was Somewhat surprised last
evening when several members on the Gov-
ernment side of the House appeared to
treat this resolution with a good deal of
levity. I was also a little surprised, I con-
fess, to find that the Minister of Finance,
who has always hitherto given a good deal
of consideration to any question discussed
in this House having reference to his de-
partment, and who is generally courteous
to members of the House, apparently did
not think that the subject was of import-
ance. I therefore think the members and
the minister himself are mot seized of the
merits of the question. It is an important
matter for the Maritime provinces generally ;
for New Brunswick particularly, and still
more for Prince Edward Island. The facts
are that portions of New Brunswick, por-
tions of Nova Scotia, and the whole of
Prince Edward Island are particularly well
adapted for the production of potatoes. It
is also a fact that in the neighbouring re-
public there is but a small portion of that
immense territory well adapted to such
production. There are only ten states, and
these lie along the Canadian boundary,
that grow potatoes at all as a farm crop.
These ten states comprise very much less
than a quarter of the total area of that
country. And there is only one state—and
cnly a portion of that—which seems to be
well adapted for the growth of potatoes.

Mr. EDWARDS: Which one is that?

Mr. HUGHES: The state of Maine. The
particular portion of the state of Maine
which is well adapted for the growth of
potatoes is Aroostook county. It naturally
follows that there is an immense market
in that country for potatoes; and if we
of the Maritime provinces, especially we
of the province of Prince Edward Island,
had free access to that market it would
be of immense advantage to all of our
people. That the cultivation of potatoes
is most profitable where the cultivators
have access to the markets of the United
States can be proven in two or three ways.
One way is this: I have already stated that
there is but a portion of the state of Maine
as well adapted as the Maritime provinces
are to the production of potatoes. Farm
lands in that particular portion of the
state, Aroostook county, sell for from $80
to $100 an acre, while farm lands in other
portions of the same state quite as well
adapted to the growth of other crops sell

for from $25 to $40 an acre, showing that
where natural conditions are
favourable, potatoes are the
most profitable crop that the
farmers of that state can produce.
TFurther than that—and it naturally fol-
lows from it—the farmers in Aroostook
county, as a class, are the most prosperous
in the United States. The average produc-
tion of potatoes in the ten states where
potatoes can be grown under fairly favour-
able conditions is only 90 bushels per acre.
In the state of Maine, taking the whole
state, the average figures are 177 bushels
per acre; but in the particular portion of
the state that is best adapted to the growth
of potatoes, the average production per
acre is 275 bushels. Now, we have some-
times been told—I heard it stated last
night by hon. members on the other side
of the House, who perhaps thought they
were making a correct statement—that we
do not send our potatoes to the province
of Ontario; and we are asked why. For
the simple reason that there is no market
there for them, no steady market, and
the transportation charges are so high
that we cannot send them there.
The province of Ontario is somewhat
similar in climate and in soil to the prov-
ince of Prince Edward Island, and I think,
under ordinary conditions,  produces
enough potatoes for her own use. The
same is true of the other provinces of
Canada, but it is not true of the United
States. More than thirty states in the
American union do not produce anything
like enough potatoes for their own use.
There is, therefore, in the United States a
steady market offering fairly remunerative
prices all the time; and a steady market is
just as important, if not more so, than a
market that offers a high price at one time
and a low price at another. In order to
carry on his business successfully the
farmer must be within reach of a market
for his products at a reasonable price;
otherwise he does not care to produce any-
thing for export. As I have already
pointed out, we can never be assured of
that market in Canada. When we in
Prince Edward Island have an abundant
crop of potatoes, even upon a small acre-
age, generally they have at the same time
a good crop in New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia; and, although Nova Scotia does not
produce enough potatoes for its own use,
if we have an exceptionally large crop we
can easily glut the market there, and the
price goes so low that it does not pay the
farmer to produce the crop.
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