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NORTH-W EST TERRITORIES ACT.

Mr. McCARTHY. 1 beg to move that Bill (No.
27) further to anend the Act respecting the North-'
WestTerritories Aet be set dowil for second reading
on .londay next. I desire to explain, after the
vote taken last niglt, why I iake the motion. I
had intended. at some stage of the debate, to speak
on the question, and I understood, in fact I was in-î
formed lby many hon. gentlemen, that other hon.i
nembers also desired to speak on it as well. My
principal object in mioving this motion. however, is
to direct attention to the practice which prevailsn i
this House, without uin the slightest degree intend-
ing tt) east any imputation on you, Mr. Speaker, as
to the manner in which the question was put on
this occasioi, and indeed on other occasions. One
side of the House cried " c arried - and the other
side "lost,-and vou, ,Mr. Speatker, announced fromt
your place, without putting the question, and callinv
for the Veas andi nays, that the nays had it. That,
of course, properly speaking. put an enud to all op-
portumity for delbate. That 1,beig done, in order
that the yeas and Mays muight be recorded, I called
for the yeas aud nays. I thnk the proper prie-
tîce. and it is the English practice, that the
question being put, 1by you, iMr.1Speaker, fromn the
Chair, vou should cal for the veas and then call
for the nays, and theu declare whether t.i veas or
navs lhad it, and it is on appeal from that decisioni
that the yeas and nays are called for. IThe House
wouid thenl have the fullest opportuitv of knowing
when the question was heing put, and lnot, as last
night, be taken b)y surprise.

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. For one, I munot able
to concur in the adoption of this motion, to-day. I
think the House fullv understood, viwhen ite ques-
tion w'as put last night, that the prinmciple of the
Bill was Ieinig voted on, iid in relation to a public,
measure. as this is, it is a very unusud course to
adopt sutch a mtion. As regards wlhat took place
last mght, I feel bound to say that, to mV mmd,
the Chair showed unusual delilberation in puttin
the question. It striuck ine when the question
was called for, and whenI both sides of the House
called cither " earried "or "-lost, thiat vou,M r.
Speaker, mnust have been under the impression that
a discussion would take place, otherwise you wou(ld
not have deliberated so long as you did in aunonune-
ing vhat you thought was the result of the division.
L, therefore, feel bound to s.ay that I think the
Chair cannot rest under any charge of undue ex-
pedition.

Mr. )ENISON. I intended to have said a few
words last night, but, as Many hon. mneibers will
recollect, there is one hour allowed for private
Bills, and as the question was called not more than
15 or 20 minutes after eight o'ek>ck, I and iany
other hon. iembers were taken by surprise.

Mr. McMULLEN. Since the lion. mnember for
North Simncoe (Mr. McCarthy) placed the Bill onl
the Order Paper it has been called in this Honse
not less than three or four tinies. , It was called
when he was present, it was allowed to stand, I
presume at his request, fron time to time, and
eventually, at the eleventh hour last night, the
Bill was call d. We are now reaching the last.
stages of the session. It is a question. that will
cause considerable discussion, and for mny part I
am+ not disposed to vote te reinstate it this session.e

Mr. McCaRTHv.

3Mr. McCARTHY. My particular object, as I
stated, was to have.- an understanding, and I think
it is well we should have it as to how questions are
to be put fromi the Chair. As it seemsto be against
the generai feeling of the House, I do not desire to
press this motion. I quite realize now, that it
would be the occasion of very great ineonvenience
to have a discussioni upon this question this session,
but I thought it only due to mny friends who desire
to speak on either side, and also to mIîyself, to draw
attention to the fact that we were taken Iby sur-
prise. I do not desire t all to impute aiy want-
of courtesv to vou, Mr. Speaker, or to say that you
dlid not give is time. There vas pîlenty of oppor-
tunitv, that is quite certaiin, for any, genitlemuan
here who desired to speak. At the 'samme time I
think I am quite within the mark whîen I sav, as
I do sav, that I for one was taken by sur'prise
whei vou decltred that the " nia"s had it, and I
think other gentlemuei were in the saine position.

Sir JaOHN TOMPSON. Just aliow mue to
mention one ecircumstance whici took place wihen
the hon. iiember for North Simeoe (Mr. McCarthy
was not in the House : as completelv meeting, I
think, the lion. gentleimam's impression that the
advoceats of the Bill were taken by surprise. The
Bill was called at a quarter to six, efore recess,
aid the lion. menmber for Muskoka (Mr, O'Brien)
rose to discuss it : buit at his request we ail agreed
to call it six 'clock, in order i hat anv gentlemiîanî
wishing to speak in :vouri of the Bill might get a.
full hearing, and might know that the billi vas
to eome up at eight o'cloek.

M-. LAURIER. I would remnnd the lion. mem-
ber for Norti Simeoe (M-r. McCarth) that on this
occuasion it was exactly as it was tio yeairs ago,
when lie introduced his ili wvith regard to the
French languzage. At that time, lie exponmded his
Bill on the first readiig, and on the second re-tad-
ing lue iîoved it without speech, exactly as lhe did
yesterday. -r. Speaker gave ample opportunity
last inight to iany one who desir-ed to speak on the
Bill.

MIr. MCARTHY. No doubt.
NIr. LAURIER. I think two or tlireei îmintes

elapsed at least before tie Speaker stid "('aillum
the iiembers."

Mr. BCHARD. Mr. Speaker, I think the
hon. iember for North Simcoe (Mi. McCarthy)
was wrong insayinig tiat eli was taken by surprise.
Jwas in my seat when the Bill was called, and
whîen the m'otion for the second reading was put
everybody was looking for the lion. memiber to
rise anmd umake a speech, but lie was one of the ti-st
to caill " yeas aind "navs.' I-was after that,
that lion. gentlemen said "eall in the members, and
youe, Mr. Speaker, gave the order to ctallmiii the
miembers after a few minutes liad elapsed.

Mir. MILLS (Bothwell). I uiderstand the rule
to be that -itere a Bill is voted down, and not

postpoied to any future date, that it c-an be put-
oi the Order Paper again by the hon. gentlemnan
who lias charge of i if lie sees proper; and it is
not a question of order at all. If the hon. gentle-
mnan wishesto put his Bill on the Order Paper, I
suppose there is nothing in the rules to prevent
him. There is no doubt w-hatever, it seems to me,
that there was aiple oppo-tumnity given for hon.
gentlemen who wishîed to speak. Mr. Speaker
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