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the advantage which I will call the pro- have much to hope for from a reform of the
tection of transportation. It costs not only tarif which will move in the direction of
time but money to bring things from abroad, lower taxation. If upon these advantages
and when you consider freight, insurance to which I have referred, if you take the
and other expenditures connected with the i protection, as you may call it, a protection
handling of goods, that particular element of convenience ; if you take the protection
affords a large measure of protection for of transportation which is considerable, and
the manufacturer of the country. There if you take that protection which I think the
is another advantage, which I will describe people ought to give-the protection of thie
as the protection of patriotism, a desire patriotism which would make them desire
which ought to exist, and I hope if it does to buy Canadian goods ; and if on top of all
not exist now, it will soon among Canadian tha.t you put a moderate revenue tariff, in
people. and it is to encourage home in(lustry which nearly always there is a considerable
in every legitimate inanner. I do not forget measure of incidental protection, I say, that
that at several tariff hearings we were in- by ail these means you have given the
formed by gentlemen who came before us manufacturer of Canada a fair chance to
urging theretention of a higher tariff. live, and there is no reason why lie should
that one of the great difficulties under not live and prosper and flourish under such
which they laboured was that the people conditions.
of Canada would not buy Canadian goods, Now, Sir. the question arises as to how
that the people of Canada had prejudices far we shall be able to apply at once, or at
against Canadian goods and actually in early day, these principles of tariff re-
preferred to buy foreign articles. I forim vhich we have in the past declared
1:ope. Sir. it is not true. I an unwilling we wished to carry out. We have heard it
to believe that it is true, but I give it to the stated at times. that we should immediately
fouse as I received it on the testimony of undertake to bring in a radical free trade
the protected manufacturers of this country tariff. It is but fair to say that we gen-
who came before our tarif commission. erally hear that observation. not from free
Well. Sir. if that bas been the result of the traders. not from friends of the Liberal
National Policy, I can hardly imagine a party, but fro lion. gentlemen who sit on
more severe arraignient of that policy. If the other side of the Flouse, who are not
after eighteen years of encouraging manu- supposed to be free traders, and who are
factures by all the methods that were not supposed to be friends of the Liberal
known to the ingenious Finance Ministers party. Ilowever, these gentlemen kindly
of the Conservative Government ; if after undertake to tell us, that in view of this. that
eighteen years of boasting that this was in- and the other thing, it is our duty to bring
deed the golden era of Canadian patriotism; f1down at once a tariff based upon free trade.
if we have to recognize it as a fact that the No nan who ever spoke in the name of the
people of Canada to-day have no faith in Liberal party of Canada, ever announced
Canadian goods and have a prejudice that we were going at one step to adopt
against then, and actually prefer the goods the principles of free trade to that extent.
of foreign nations. then I say, it is a start- We never found in the old motherland,
ling result to the National Policy. It is just when they had to deal with the saie ques-
possible that if the people could not be in- tion. that they at once came down to the
duced to buy Canadian goods under a high basis of the low taxation which they reached
tariff policy, perhaps we may induce them to in later years. But, Sir, we have an oppor-
buy Canadian goods under a policy which tunity of calling some witnesses on this
looks to moving in the direction of a lower point. I well remember that immediately
tariff. I feel that we have every reason after the last elections in 1896, the London
to hope that that would be the result of any "Times " in a very able article on this ques-
changes that we are able to make. In tion. pointed out that it was uiireasonable
other matters we have found in this House, to suppose, and that nobody should suppose,
that coercion failed where conciliation suc- that the result of the Canadian elections
ceeded, and if you have not been able to must of necessity lead to the immediate
make the Canadian people buy Canadian !adoption of a free trade policy. After some
goods by Aets of Parliament designed to observations on the subject. the " Times"
compel them, let us try some other way. spoke as follows
Let us admit a little of the free air of com-
petition into the manufacturing industries!
of our country. Let us make the manufac-
turers feel that they should sell their pro-
ducts to the people of Canada, not because
there is a law on the Statute-book to oblige1
the people to buy them, but because the
articles themselves are good, and because
they will stand on their merits irrespective
of any National Policy.

I feel therefore, Sir, that we can say to
the manufacturers of the country, that they

Mr. FIELDING.

The present generation has grown up to man-
hood under a protective system. The conditions
of any other system are unknown, and Mr.
Laurier's Administration will do much, If, by
cautious and tentative beginnings, it can bring
about an intelligent reconsideration of much that
has been taken for granted. If Mr. Laurier's
accession to power means anything, it means
that lu so far as experiment Is possible, the way
will be prepared for a change ln the fiscal system
of Canada, when such a change shall have be-
come demonstrably profitable to the community.
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