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DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

MINISTÈRE DES AFFAIRES EXTÉRIEURE S

March 4, 1987 .

REUNIFICATION OF FAMILIES FROM THE SOVIET UNIO N

The Secretary of State for Er.ternal Affai rs, the
Right Honourable Joe Clark, announced today that the Sovie'-
Government has agreed :-o allow the exit froi :i the Soviet
Union of 2 _2 families involvi.nq 5 7 people separated frciii
relatives in Canada . Tizese were among 42 families includeü
on a fa:nily reunification list presented by Mr . Clark to
Soviet F'cre ;gr_ Minister Shevardnadze during his official
visit to Canada in October, 1 9 86 .

Mr . Clark welcoaned this action by the Soviet Union
as a step in the rigInt direction in addressing a major issue
in relations bet:•raen Canada and the Soviet Union . He said
that the Soviet Government's decision is an indication of
the willingness of Soviet authorities to move relations
betweer. Canada and the USSR forward along the constructive
lines he had discussed %-:ith Mr . Shevardnadze .

Mr . Clark added that the Canadian Governraent ~•,ili
monitor these cases c ::osely to ensure that the far,;ilies
receive their passports soon from local Soviet officiais and
join their re'_atives in Canada as soon as possible .

Mr . Clark emphasized that Canada will continue its

effort s with the Soviet Union to assist in the reunion of
all families who rem ain separated from their relatives in

Canada . In view of the encouraging decision of the Soviet

Union to permit the exit of these 22 families, lie expressed
hope that the reunification of the other families will occur
in the future .

Further discussions will be carried out to
t~~ofacilitate the developn;ent of human contacts bctween th e

countries .
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