
Resolved to take measures to anticipate, prevent or minimize emissions of these 
substances, taking into account the application of the precautionary approach as set forth in 
principle 15 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development,

Reaffirming that States have, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and the 
principles of international law, (he sovereign right to exploit their own resources pursuant to their 

environmental and developmental policies, and the responsibility' to ensure that activities 
within their jurisdiction or control do not cause damage to the environment ot other States or of 

beyond the limits of national jurisdiction,

Conscious of the need for a cost-effective regional approach to combating air pollution 
that takes account of the variations in effects and abatement costs between countries,

Noting the important contribution of the private and non-governmental sectors to 
knowledge of the effects associated with these substances and available abatement techniques, and 
their role in assisting in the reduction of emissions to the atmosphere.

Bearing in mind that measures taken to reduce emissions of sulphur, nitrogen oxides, 
ammonia and volatile organic compounds should not constitute a means ot arbitrary or 
unjustifiable discrimination or a disguised restriction on international competition and trade.

Taking into consideration best available scientific and technical knowledge and data 
emissions, atmospheric processes and effects on human health and the environment of these 
substances, as well as on abatement costs, and acknowledging the need to improve this knowledge 
and to continue scientific and technical cooperation to further understanding of these issues,

Noting that under the Protocol concerning the Control of Emissions of Nitrogen Oxides 
or their I'ransboundary Fluxes, adopted at Sofia on 3 1 October 1988. and the Protocol concerning 
the Control of Emissions of Volatile Organic Compounds or their I'ransboundary- Fluxes, adopted 
at Geneva on 18 November 1991, there is already provision to control emissions of nitrogen 
oxides and volatile organic compounds, and that the technical annexes to both those Protocols 
already contain technical guidance for reducing these emissions,

Noting also that under the Protocol on Further Reduction of Sulphur Emissions, adopted 
at Oslo on 14 June 1994, there is already provision to reduce sulphur emissions in order to 
contribute to the abatement of acid deposition by diminishing the exceedances of critical sulphur 
depositions, which have been derived from critical loads ol acidity according to the contribution o. 
oxidized sulphur compounds to the total acid deposition in 1990.

Noting furthermore that this Protocol is the first agreement under the Convention to deal 
specifically with reduced nitrogen compounds.
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