UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION
AGAINST CORRUPTION

PREAMBLE

The States Parties to this Convention,

Concerned about the seriousness of problems and threats posed by
corruption to the stability and security of societies, undermining the institutions
and values of democracy, ethical values and justice and jeopardizing sustainable
development and the rule of law,

Concerned also about the links between corruption and other forms of
crime, in particular organized crime and economic crime, including money-
laundering,

Concerned further about cases of corruption that involve vast quantities
of assets, which may constitute a substantial proportion of the resources of
States, and that threaten the political stability and sustainable development of
those States,

Convinced that corruption is no longer a local matter but a transnational
phenomenon that affects all societies and economies, making international
cooperation to prevent and control it essential,

Convinced also that a comprehensive and multidisciplinary approach is
required to prevent and combat corruption effectively,

Convinced further that the availability of technical assistance can play
an important role in enhancing the ability of States, including by strengthening
capacity and by institution-building, to prevent and combat corruption
effectively,

Convinced that the illicit acquisition of personal wealth can be
particularly damaging to democratic institutions, national economies and the
rule of law,

Determined to prevent, detect and deter in a more effective manner
international transfers of illicitly acquired assets and to strengthen international
cooperation in asset recovery,

Acknowledging the fundamental principles of due process of law in
criminal proceedings and in civil or administrative proceedings to adjudicate

property rights,



