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SER, X. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Relations hetween Canada and the U.S. and hetween the two leaders are considered 1o be
good at the presant tims. Prima Minister Mulroney's relationship with Praesident Reagan
was thought to be significantly warmer and closer than the relationship which had existed

betwesn Mr. Trudeau and Prasidant Raagan (and his predecessors).

With respect-1o the specific issues coverad in the discussions, the groug participants
generally felt that a good reiationship between Prime Minister Mulronay and Presidant
Reagan would assist in initiating discussions and in addressing the issuas; however, they

doubtad whether a sirong relationship alon2 could produce soiutions to these irritants.

This attitude seems to stem from the balief that President Reagan s, in the final
analysis, an alected politician wha is naturally influenced 10 a large extent by varicus

strong stakenholders in his own country; [e.g.. Congrass, industry leaders.}

The participants were supportive of Canada’s involvement and investment in mcdernizatian
of the DEW line and in the non-miiitary WU.5. space research program. Opinions were more

divided on Star Wars; some felt it wouid be a2 step tewards disarmament, while others view

it as an escalation of the arms race,

A surarisingly small numbear of participants were willing to concantrate hiame on the L5,
for the acid rain probltem; most felt Canada is egually at fault. A majority also feit.
very littig is being done about acid rain and are not optimistic that a solution will be.

found in the short—term because of the high cost to industrigs invoived.
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