EDUCATIONAL REVIEW

rivers and trees, and so it is true that * mute nature mourns.”’
(b) A description of the music of the harp. The ladies
applaud, and ask why such a musician should waste his time

in a poor country like Scotland. This rouses the Minstrel’s
indignation,

\’. ll.. (a) And calls forth the noble burst of patriotism:
beginning, ‘‘ Breathes there the man.” (b) An account of
the Minstrel’s Jater years.

When reading the poem aloud in- class, the
setting should be assigned to one good reader, who
should read no other part,— or it might be best fof
the teacher alone to read it. Other devices for
keeping it distinct will probably suggest themselves.

Three dates should be known, at least approxi-
mately, and often repeated .—Thedates, (a) When
the events of the story took place, middle of 16th
Century (Lord Walter's death was in 1552); (b)
When the Minstrel lived, reign of William 111
(c) When the poem was written, 1805. .

In Canto V, 505 and 520, see that *‘ the Minstrel”
who “wailed ’ at Musgrave’s funeral is not confused
with the ‘‘last Minstrel’' who is telling the story.

SUMMARY, OF THE STORY.

Canto I begins with a description of Branksome Hall, and
the readiness of the family and retainers for war. It goes on
co tell of the feud between Scotts and, Carrs and the death of
Lord Walter in 1552.. Lady Scott and her little son desire
revenge, but Margaret weeps because the feud will separate
her from Lord Cranstoun, her lover, who had fought on the
side of the Carrs. Lady Scott, who has magical powers, can
understand the conversation between the spisit of the Flood
and- the spirit of the Fell, who say that love must be free.

But to prevent her daughter’s marriage she sends William of

Deloraine to Melrose to fetch the magic book of the great
Wizard, Michael Scott. i : {
_ Deloraine’s ride is described. - i BEt S

" Canto II, Reaching Melrose at midnight Deloraine ‘is

led to the Wizard’s tomb by the Monk. They open the .

tomb. A mysterious light shows the dead Wizard and his
book, which Deloraine secures. He starts for Branksome.
The Monk dies . . e

Meanwhile, Margaret goes out at daybreak to meet Lord
Cranstoun, whose Goblin Page now comes inco the story.

Canto ITI, Cranstoun, leaving Margaret, meets Deloraine

returning. They fight. Deloraine is wounded and Lord
Cranstoun ridés off, leaving the Page to tend the wounded
man. The Page looks into the magic book, and learns a
spell by which people or things may be disguised. By means
of this spell he takes Deloraine into the castle, unseen, and

entices the young Buccleugh away ihto the woods, where he '
is captured by English archers. The beacons give the alarm

on the approach of enemies from over the Border.

Canto IV. The English advance to Branksome holding

¥

Canto V. The English and Scottish troops make mefry
together while the lists are prepared. A dispute arise asto
who shall fight for the wounded Deloraine. ~Lord Cranstoun
who has entered the castle by the magic of his Goblin %age,
appears and enters the lists as Deloraine ~Musgrave is
slain; the victor, upon the appearance of | al Deloraine,
is found to be Cranstoun. The Lady, remembering h
words of the spirit, consents to his marriage

Canto VI. The marriage feast is describe
Page plays mischievous pranks. Three f
sing songs. Then comes a sudden thund
the Page disappears, recalled by his master,
The lords make a pilgrimage to Melrose t
of the Wizard's soul, and’ the “Lay” closes
Dies Irae. dge e el
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the young Bucclaugh as a hostage, and demand the surrender i

of Deioraine for ‘‘march treason’’ and ‘the'mti,rder;of a Mus-
grave, The Lady refuses, but says that Deloraine will meet
Sir Richard Musgrave in single combat. The English, hearing

that an overwhelming force is coming against them, accept y

the challenge for the next'flay.




