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What wouîier that, with associations like these, 1

should ling-er on this iliteresting spot until the (listant

beights of Parues grew dark and siîatowy, anti tbe lighlts
gleansed iu the Windows of the City beluw and iu the
windows of the city above; andi stili 1 lingered, tili tihe

moon iifted ber queenly head above Hyniettus, anti shed

bier soft weird iight upon the scenle. I could 'lot resist

the temuptation to ascend tue Acropolis and view its ruins

by inoonlight. It was an hour not soon to be forgotten.
As 1 walked there ainong the majestic ruins of the dead

pas';, and shatlows tiark and ghostly fell upon tbe sceiie,

each coîumi and mutilated statue seesned a tbing of lif,

anti spoke ini sepuichrai toules of tbe vanity of hulnan

greatucîss. 1 saw pass before mie the grand solein pro-

Cession of kings and herces, pliilosoplieis and sages, wblo

l'ad iiingled in the religious rites of these sacretl shrines,

and hatl given to Athenis bier nsatchless faine. Long and

illuistrions was the lino2 of the distinguislieil(leati that

passel before my vision, each wearing bis crown of earthly

lirnur, ail nvirchiug on to ais insnsortality. \Vhat?

Wlhere ?
In nuisinig3 like these the hours passed, anti the night

was fiar advanced wheii I walked siow]y (lowI tiîrnugh

the stili iinposing ruins of the Propylea, arouîîid the base

of the bill, to the street leadiug to mny hotel.

At tbe Eastern base of tbe Acropolis are the weli-pre-

served ruins of the theater of Dionysus, or Bacchus, with

the marbie seats assigned to the priests and dignitaries of

tise State, stili bearing tîseir naines. What imnnst have

been the murais of a people wlsose mniisters of religion

and adusinistrators of justice were so intinsately associatsd

with sncbscenes I WTbat wontler that the traveller should

to day wvalk aînid tise rmiiii of snch a civilization!

Among the grandest ruis of Athens are tiiose of tlîe

temple of Zens Olympus, a littie to the east of the thocater

of Dionysus. Tbey consist of sixteen massive Corinthian

columuns, seveuity feet higbh anti si yen ami a hiaîf feet in

diameter. Imsagine the grandeur of tiîis temple, coveming

9 vast area, enclosedl by a isunmlred and twenty-six of

these huge yet strikingly beautiful culuinnis. Within tise

temple stood a colossal statue of Jupiter, made of goid

and ivory. But my space is tuo brief even to enumerate

the rare aîîd iîsterestimig sigbts of this center of anciemît

history.
The nmodern city of Athens bas a European look. It

COntains from 40,000 tu 50,000 imîlabitants, anti has grown

to) its prescrnt importance mlnost wholly withiii tIse last

forty years. It bias nsany sebstantial and tasteful bnild-

ln1gs. But its chief gîory is in its hbis, with their historie

associations and comnmanding views. No City 1 bave

"'i8ited charmeti me miore. For days it held me a wiliing

prisolier in its fascinatiilg bonds. Every evening, found

nie at tihe sunset heour on this Hill of Mars, whither I in-

vited your company at the comumencement of tisis sketch;

and tihe longer 1 gazed on the panorama arouind nse-the

Xiear pyramidal summit of Lycabettus, or the distant

pe0aks uf Cytlîaeron, the bill of tue Muses and that of the

1

Nymphis, just over against m'e, the 8ilvery waters of the
Saronie- guif on the south, or the shadowy lieiglîts of
Parues and Penlteliculs on the north-the more entrancing
was the view.

Thus, aînid the giories of nature, the wealth of art, the
triumphs of genins, the victories of valor, the trophies of

heroisin, the grand associations of the historical past, and

the fasoinating beauty of the living present, these days

anti nighits in Atiiens fiew 011 swiftest wings, as a dreani
of fairy land.-Ex.

PLANT CHARACTERISTIOS.
BY Il. F.

I ?we do siot present our readers with poetry, ini tlli,
issue, we give thens sonsething neatrly poetical antd of

practical use to the boys in Science. It is written 1 y elle
of theinselves, and bis attenipt to place tîîe characteristies
of the Malvaceae and Hypericaceae in rhisyne iIay aid
inany a mnory over-burdened with the coiplexity of the
sul)ject

MALVACEAE.
Malvaceae, herbs, shrnbs or trees,
Have stipulate, alternate beaves;
Painately veined they also are
Andi the flowers are regular.
Calyx valvate, s0 they say
Corolla convolute does lay.
With.stansens, maniy is the case,
Monad elphous and at base

United with the petals fast.

Anthers ue celled, while they last,
Kidney sbaped with open top

Froni which the pollen grains wili pop.
Sepals five, ai in their pinces,
Ring of bracts, uuited bases.
Petals fiv'e, notched apices.
pistils severai, uvaries,
United in a ring, and make

A pod with celîs, fromn which we take
The seeds whose shape is reniforin.
Cotyledons donbled without hartîs.
The plants are inucilageous
With tough bark, but ot poisonus,
Coimun and exampie, ah

Malva Rotundifolia..

HYPERICACEAE.

Hlerbs or shrubs, but neyer trees,
Opposite, entire, dottctd leaves;
Mo0stly sessile, stipules none;

With fiowers, in the general mn,
Which regular appear to us ;

Their positionl is hypogynous

They're soiitary or cymose,


