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The tlag borne on the wijids cf a country, and tbait ticats
frein tbc masts and fia- staffs cf a nation, is a inatter cf v<ery
great consequence, because if it engages the iiffections of the
People it must form, an important elemrent in that wonderful
Power uailed. patrietisim or the love cf coutntry.

-Ail bistorv teacmes us tbat this love cf onc's counîtry is
,nle cf tlie great forces cf national greatniess, aîîd tlterefort it
Will bave the effect cf adding te thc strengtb cf our couti-
try bY choosiiîo a flag that will appeal te tbe instincets

of c
fOUI' people, and thjat will inspire tbem witb a strotîg

sentimenît cf attaclbment. Mr. Fleming in his letter
hls alreacly set fortb tbe importance cf tbe historie Uniotn
Jack, 'vith its reference to the unioni cf Scotland aimd Irelan(i
With Emmgîînd, aîîd lie bias aise slîowed the appropriateness

athep mbolcf tu cf using a star upon the Union Ensign, as
4~ Domiion.

l111ai timat lie lias said we cati agree beartily, and if we
Were Oily ccmsidering tbe question as regards Canada, tîmere
Wotmid Secîîî te be littie else left te bie said.

Tiiere is, iowever, another aspect cf tlîis lmgl questiotn
th"' hats Ieen riglîtly hirouglit up for consideration nby otie cf

tri ur corresponîleits, who lias remnded us tlîat otiier couri
ie3 are aise at presenit bcaritig stars on1 tlieii tlags,
ltbough, cf course, our counmtry alene weuid have tlîe riglit
to eonine the star with tbe Uniion Jack.

In this ceniection there is a suggestiomi tlîat, perliaps,
isYserve to barionize tue proposition to use thme star, witi

the Objectioni1 that lias been urge(l iii regard to otiier coun-
tries aise usina a star or stars. cAIl wîîo are acquainted witlî

theawmî' O Ireiand or Erin are aware that frein the car-
l&t enibei lier gallant story lier leaders bore on thei flags

anenliicalieti the Il ;uîî burst " wiiicli is oniy, in plain
Wordis, a large star witil rays proceediîîg out cf it atîd tîmese
ray8 figured onthefabric of tlîe ilag. Of course,sucb aneînbieîiî
Wrkc uo tîîe sil and colourof a fiag is striking in the ex-

recald is notenly truc te nature but is productix e cf the lîigb
"t Practical and liopeful aspirations tbat tbe bumni mmnd

ca itiiîgine in connectien witlî a fiag«

th, The xvmrlike bards oif Erin's cbiv*ilry, wlîo first desigrîed
,utt lbutm.t on1 thîcir lags could safely eouîmt upon the ivarni
Btacbint xvhiel ail tbeir foilowers would feel towards the

8Ufl.4ju i ite briliiance-giving beat,fine weatlier, goed
ep8 b(dil eonîfort.

.ftbe writer cf timis letter were an Irisîiman hie iniiglit

ihl lfte e .îlaige upon tue value of the suniburst, but, as ? be
% a tritn, he iimy state timat, history aisu tells us that the

thne large star, witli rays proceeding eut of it, woi'ked upoi
th fabric cf thme standard, lias aise been the race de vice cf

rtl fi r .ni se early a dlate that tue Roses, tlîe Lions
te 1Jnicern are but as cf yesterday in comparison.

born e Iy other devices tlîat can be ccnsidered to be cf
thre on~la ntiquity aie tîte Whiite Herse timat xvms

the 0 c h banners cf the Saxoni invadets cf Britain, and
I1OUntain Pine Tree cf the Quidhelic clans cf Caledonia,

aiCdtelleîy witiî cars cf tbe Scandinavian Princelets cf

Thîe nîe ttee is stili to be seen on thie Escuteiof
on 4.1 niverqt , cf Kingston-the galiey is stili borne

w- ar114 cf the Province cf iNeN Brunswick, and tîme
bit'O lorse still fleats on the Battie Breezes on tue stand-
rdf narl a dozen, of the Engiisb regiments.

tIi -11) tbat wben the Roman standards, tipped witlî
th tIui Engl& s landed on tbe ceast cf Britain, eveti at

brît ft k epocb,' 55 years before the ChriHtian Era, the
brag0 ings bor on their flags the Rising Suni and the Bcd

There xvas aRoinan conquest cf încst cf Britain fer 500

don0ritiio-n tb w~esr amud nortb xvest cf Britain and Cale-
tillf stIli. rcniaincd Britishi, and then tliere supervenced a

ti1 u-rtbe, period of 500 years cf Saxon rule cveî' tlîe
,WleUîe Parts cf Britain,wbile eigbt or nine counities, tîex

Ui ls rI WaelsbiLri, remained independent and

'P aY the Rising Sun.
(Twdin facta last, a Welsb dynasty, the Tuders

rf1[ asccnded the throne cf Britain in the persen

rOOt ettry VI,. And at the present day one cf thme

ilo ronc regiments in the Britisbý service hears
t-g pe 119~ the Red Dragon and the Rising Sun, the 23rd

1 iles (Sec armny iist.)
Wr0th be tbe fiag is a thing cf real importance, and it

agreat bistot-ical continuity for Canada tobear o
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bier Union Jack tbe emblemn of a largýe star with ravs pro-
ceeding from it as this would be the reappearance cf the
ancient synibol of the British and Irishï steins of tlic nation.

lKiigston, June 17th, 189-5. R. CARR HiARISt.

ýSii,-Professop Grant asks miv att ention to (to quote
blis words) 'lthe fact that it (a star) is no more republicati
than tbe Englisbi language is republican and un-British
because it is spoken in the States." But the Ilfact " thus
asserted wiIl flot bear criticisin it is flot a fact because
Professor Grant asserts it. For inv part 1 assert tbat the
fact, is. precisely the contrary, because thec American States,
xvhlu they bield the attitude of being Britons, or quasi-
Brtish, contentling for wlîat tlîey conceived to be their
riolits, foughit under a then well knownl Britisbi flag of red
and white stripes with tie Union Jack of tbe period--withi-
out the cross of St. Patrick, wlîicli was added later-iii
canton ; wbien this attitude developed inito repubbicanismi
they inarked tbe change by the adoption of stars. Whbo cari
(loubt that tbev would aiso bave cbanged the hanguage if it -

biad been possible? The adoption of a star as, tbe enîhlemi
of tbe republie, wbicb McKenzie proposed to estalilisbi iii
18:38, I have already pointed out in your columuns.

Professor Grant q1uestionis the apprcpriateness of a iaple
leaf, as lie tbinks it is tiot recognized as a b)adge iii (1) tbe
Maritime Provinces, (2) Manitoba anid flie Nortb Wrest, (31)
British Columbia, but lie lias wo wrirten forgettinîg titat (1>
if, appears in the officiai eoinages of Newv Brunswick and
Prince Edward Island prior to confederation ; (2) Manitoba
and thec Norti-We.st bave been cbietly peopled by settlers
fromn Ontario and Quebec, wbo carried tlie iaplc leaf witlî
tbenî, and 1 tbink 1 min correct iii stating tbat it is there
zenerally recognized as a national badge; it is certainly so
regarded otficially, as witness the Nort-WTest inedal. - <3)
for British Columbia it is entireiy appropriate, as any one
will agrce wbo bias seen tbe variety whicli is typical of that
province witb a magnificenit leaf of the familiar shape, but
ineasuring over a foot iii diaineter. For ail Canada, maple
leaves are tbe world-wîde recognized emiblein botb olhicially
and unoticially; tbc latter is so well knrown tbat it is useless
to t1uote instances ; for the former it is sufficient to point out
that the officiai tIaos of the Governor-General anti of eaub one
cf the Lieutenant-Governors bave a wreath of inapie leaves in
place cf tbe wreatb of oak leaves wbicli is borne by otber
colonial governors. If Newfoundland joined tbe Confedera-
tion lier Lieutenant-Governor's flag u uld aiso have the
niaple wreatb as a niatter of course.

Perhaps it may be contcndcd that stars are not un-
British because tbey appear in Australian flags; but tbey
-ire s(i used, not as stars, but as representing the constellation
cf tbe Soutbiern Cross, and .50 constituting a peculiarly
appropriate emblein for that part cf the Qucen's Domnions.

E. M. CnIAMVICic.

SSilice writing th e abo ve 1 have observed a paragraph in 71/&( M1,ai
tvil Eipirc with quootations froui ain Ainerican paper, the Philadel-
phia Re<ordl, ditinctly claiiing Mr. Sandford FleIliog's suggestion
as ai, imitation of the Amnerican flag, and a stop towards repu ilican-
ismi anîd annexation. Is not this sutiicient te close the dilscussionl so
far as a star is concerrned ?-E. M. C.

,Sîm,-Wbile cominending you mnost bigbly for, your eii-
terprise iii dispiaying iii colored form the niew fiaay su(ý(este(l

for Canada by Dr. Sandford Fleming, I cannet iîelp noting
the error ini tbe divisions cf the crosses of the flag. lit pro-
periy constructed Union Jacks the upper part cf the whito
cf the St. Andrew's Cross, in tbe two more important quai-
ters, viz., tbosc next .thc fiag staff is always larger thai the
part pelow tbe red cf the cross cf St. Patrick wbich is laid
uponi it. Tlîe reason for tbis is tlîat tbe whîite cross cf St.
Andrew enteredtbe Union before the red cross cf 8t. Patrick
and therefore was given tlîis precedenice. In yours th(e
distance is divided cqually, and tbe historie story cf the tia,,
is lest.

It is scarceiy rigbt te say, that Canada lias nowv
tic national ensign. As a matter cf fact we bave biad
one since 1889. In that, year permission was giveti
by the Britishî Act te ail dependencies to place tbe
badge cf thieir Coiony upon the f iy or field cf the red ensign
tlirts fermiin for eacb a distinguisiîing fiag. Victoria piaced
uponi tle tiag, five stars, the sign cf tbe Soutbern Cross,


