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LITERA TURAE IN TORONTO.

T0 Boule it might appear that any eue who attumpted te
write upnen subject o ieauei Toronto would

appreach bis task with seme sucb despondent feelings as
must have possessed these unfortunate persons who,
we are told, had te make bricks witbout straw. Per-
haps tbey migbt go se far as te say that even the
dlay is net fortbceming, sud that that article upon
the subject weuld ho the best wbicb resembled s
certain celebrated, chapter upon suakes in Icelaud, wbich
centented itaul! by assurtiug tbat sucb animais did net thure
exist. However, we venture te tbiuk that those whe se
said would net ouly be uncharitable in tbeugbt, but
wroug in fact. It muet bu admitted nuvertbeless that
literaturu in Toronto is a thiugy that doua net obtrude itaul!
upon the notice of the casual observer. The casual obser-
ver is more likuly te buar of activity in almoat every otber
spbere o! thought. Hie will hoar of astronomical societies,
Of mathematical sud physical societies, o! musical societies
o! overy kiud ; the artists unite jute a well-known sud
oxtremneîy energutic association ; levers o! the natural
sciences unite for the purposes o! mutual benefit
the theosophiats bave bound thumsulves together sud
elected officers ; sud, if wu are net mistakeu, even
thosu who taire au interest in hypnotic phSonmeua, if they
do net yut boat a regnlarly constituted body, yet find
oppertunities of meeting sud iuvestigating the mysteries
O! mnesmerism. Nor is the stage witbout its enthusiastic
admirera, as net a fuw adnîirably acted pîsys or eperas bave
proved. Thure ia activity in aIl thesu, but apparontly oee
may suok in vain for auy similar movemeut in the reslm
o! lttera. True, the varieus Colleges bave their liturary
or debating clubs, but these are limitud te members o! the
universities, sud, save on public nigbts, the public bears
littie o! tbem. True aise there is the Canadian Institute,
but few will hazard the assertion that litorature fiudis there
a congenial home, There is indeud su admirable institu-
tion calling itsolf by the classic sud literary appellation
of " Athen:e)um," but bu probably wenld urr wbo sanrmised
that the Muses weru the solo object of its cuIt. Netwith-
standing these rival dlaims, bowever, it muet bu admitted
that there is in Toroute a certain anionut e! lîterary
activity, ovun if it doua net exhibit itaulf in the foral of
a literary seciety. Indeed any city wlîich could boast
ameng its ruideuts au ex-Rogius Professer o! modern
history o! Oxford, the more reuewued predocesser of the
ruewned E. A. Lreemau, Professer Ularke, sud aise until,
alas, the other day, the President of University College,
could net but bu a literary centre of some little importance.
The preseucu, tee, of the varions educational institutions
wbiclî now cluster about the Provincial University witb
their varions professerial staffs tendis te keep up sud te pro-
pagate a love for lttera. Nor- muet we forgut that of men
sud woeuuwbo, thougb busy witlî more practical voca-
tiens, still possusa the inclination sud flud the timo te
devote somu portiono! their attention te intelluctual pur-
suits, Toronto bas ne amail numbur. Iu fact, of authors,
both maie sud femalu, tbe Quoeu City is well stocked. Mr.
D- B. Read sud Mr. E. Douglas Armour, Dr. O'Sullivan,
Mr. Lefroy, Dr. Witbrow, Mr. O. A. Howland, Pro-
fessr Baldwin sud Alexander, Dr. A. F. Chamberlain,
Mrs. Curzon, Mrs. Harrison-theso, te make a cboice
o! namies almoat at raudem, bave doue goed sud serions
worlî that bas made its influence feit beyond the beun-
daries o! the Province. That recegnized peut, tee, if we
are net mistaken. Mr. Wilfred Campbell, firat uxemcised
bis graceful talent when witb ns. And few if any of theme
puns are idle : the names of soe are of ten soon appeuded
te papers or te articles ; others, lot it bu hopod,
are busjed witb more ambitions prejecta. Thon,
again Toronto teems with periodicals o! a more or beas lit-
erary stamp. Iu the columus o! the Educational Monthly
there net seldom appear papers on subjecta net wholly
cOnnected with the technical aide e! tuition. The varions
weekly papers sud the Saturday editions o! the journals
devote mnch space te purely literary tepica. Special men-
tion, tee, may bu made o! the new menthly magazine,
which bas the courage e! its conviction that thure is s
clienitèle for such a venture, a courage we are happy te
uphold. There are aIse, other sud siguificant proofa o! a
etreng if net always visible undercurment o! literary activ-
ity te bu found in the faot that in places where literature
is net altogether supposed te thrive, in clubs namely,
there bave been seen in Toronto auch spectacles as weekly
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and afterwards collected and published in book form.
Aud even in the midst of politicai associations it is ne
uucem mon thing te hear of "lliterary evenings" well
attonded by botb readers and hearers. While the Uni-
versity of Toronto sud that of Trinity Cellege eacb bias
uew instituted what it is hoped will be a yearly rucurring
event, a course namely of public lectures on usually capi-
tally-cbosen subl ectà admirably bandled by men living in
the midst of intellectual inspirations. There is aise yet
another field of work, rarely noticed except by thosu
whose attention is by necessity of vocation called te it, the
feld namely of the preparatien of text books. In this
field there are in Toronto mauy bard and conscientieus
workers wbose labeurs are ail tee little recoguizod. It is
labour, tee, wertby of abundant recognition, implying as it
dees abundaut scbolarship unitud te few or ne opportuni-
ties of public approval. Witbin the past few mnonths
alone sncb men as Messrs. Chase, Roburtson, Wetherall,
Davis, Sykes, McIutyre, Squair, Libby aud others bave
been busy with tbe editing sud auuotating of sncb works
as Cosar, tbe "Sketch Book," Wordsworth, theuIl Siege
of Antwerp," "Les Frères Colombe," aud otbers. Surely
it is net necessary fnrtber te seek for preefs of tbe exist-
ence of literary sctivity in Toronto.

We may admit, tbeu, tbat Toronto bas a galaxy of
writers-of ail varieties of magnitude ne doubt, aud ne
doubt most of tbem, by ouratilves at least, magnified by
feelings of local friendliness and patriotism. Yot it must
be confessed that it is lsrgoly a galaxy of ixud stars : comn-
pouent members act tee nîucb alonu, instead ef leuding te
escb other tbe aid of their mutual attraction-sud, let it
be ssid, repulsion, net sltogetber au undusirablu ferce in
literature, where purbaps s differencu of views is more
effective as a motive power than even similarity. There is
in reality ne association of literary men forîned for liter-
ary purpeses. There is of course tbe Press Club, but
there are îîîsuy wbo devote themaulvus te literature and
yet sre unconuected witb the Press. Nor, as far as
we know, lias tbe Press Club ever quite steod in tbe
place of a Mermiaid Inn te men seeking literary
fraternizatioîi., There is, tee, the Canadian Inati-
tute, an institiîte in wliicb eue migbt very legitimately
('xpect te see the clainis of literatuî-e higbly respected.
Yet a glauce st its publisbied proeudingsanad transactions
bardly shows this te ho tbe case. Science thore tbrives
vigorously, cspecially perbaps geolegy ; se dous arcboeo-
legy ; but fer papers sud discussions8 upon topica purely
hiterary oee îay ail but souk in vain. Neither bas the
Canadian [ustitute, despite its possession of a cemfortable
if net commodieus building, beon exactly a home for the
Muses. Its list o! papers sud magazines is a truly admir-
able ene, aud its reading-room of a wintor afternoon is
always a mnoat temipting iayon ; yut neither the oee ur
the etber soeema bitherto te bave attracted togother those
literai-y spirits te wbom fratornization and conversatien
over books sud periodicals are se productive a istimulus.
Lt is net easy te discever the roason for thia. Dees it
wsut au infusion of youug blood?' Are its leaders men
whose thougbts sud inclinations turu rather te science than
te literature '? la the idea o! meeting together for mutual
aid in the shape of informai conversation foreigu te its
spirit '?

That literature in Toronto is sadly in need o! a local
habitation sud a name, thore is ne eue but will admit.
On every aide mou may be beard deploring the fac t that
there is ne concerted action, that theru is ne opportunity fer
mîeeting tegether for mutual enceuragement sud belp. Se
deeply bas this want been feît indeed, that asat year a very
Isedable private attempt was madu te form a salon-te
wbich perliapa allusion may bu made without apology. And
altbougb it was net witbeut its benefits sud resulted ini net
a little literary intereat and activity, yet it mnust be cenfessed
that a salon is a tbing net quite congenial te Anglo-Saxon
soil. The self-conscieusuess whicb seeme te seize the
Anglo-Saxon se soon as bue or she dons the evening cos-
tume sud entera a drawing-room is fatal te that untram.
melled interceurse between mind sud mind which is the
essence o! that inspiration which the literary worker fluda
in coming in contact witb a follow spirit. Nevertbeleas,
in the absence of any ether mode of interceurse, sncb salon
was a decided beau, and its many members look back ne
doubt te its meetings sud its hospitable benefactresa witb
feelings o! kindly gratitude. But the question is, is it
net possible in this populeus town te found some sert o!
institution whereby those wbo take a real intereat in
thing8 literary may make sonne effort te join their forces
sud to aid eacb other, if by notbiug else, at least by enter-
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ing within the sphere of each other's orbits, and, by socia-
ble intercourse and converdation, giving escb other the
benefit of their varieus bents of mind and thouglit?' The
social clubs tbrive, the rowing and yachting clubs tbrive,
the Military Institute tbrives, wbat is there to prevent a
Literary Institute f rom tbrivipg f It need be on no grand
scale, grandeur would perhaps ho fatal to it. If a few of
our more wealtlîy litiéraieurs would, at the commencement,
lend the aid of their purses, and if aIl our iili'raeteur8 would
lend the aid of their hearty support, the tbing, we venture
to say, could be done, eitber independently of all existing
institutions, or in combination with one or other of them.
It is a crying shame that hore in Toronto, witb its large
and growing numbter of readers and writers, there is abso-
lutely no opportunity for mutual intercourse. On the
value of this it would be waste of tinie to descant: the
history of literature, especially of the literature of Eng-
laud in the eighteenth Century, attests it. We take it for
granted that the fact is se well known that few if any
would hesitate to be ready wit.b the small sunual fee which
weuld bc necesssry. That the tbing is pecuniarily feas-
ible few will doubt ; but that it will requiro zeal and
energy, and above aIl coucerted action, ail will grant.
We hope this will be by no means the last word on the
subject.

THE AROJIO MAK---VJII.

J UST as Glaucus was about te read bis verses on the
~-beautiful little child, up camne Rectus with the dark-

oyed bit of humanity in bis arms. (Jiaucus, it seems,
Lad also been down te the shore, and had taken the
subject of bis song into bis confidence, for- she said, point-
ing to himi with bier littie inger . IGlauk make posby
'bout me."

.Mesalla: Il Where is it littie onoet
IlDidn't got it "-and she opened wido the large

brown-black soft, yet brillisut, eyes. She then ran up to
one wbo wore glasses aud said "Gi me a glad-"

A wbat ?'I
"A glad euh mi ti'?" sud she put lier fingers over her

nose.
You don't want glasses.
Me do, " sho said, and rau down the path.

A cloud now began te cover the sky in the uortb-west,
and the child returning pointed up aud said :"IlDuo skies
wun tog.oder aud bit soîneting t " Net a bad description of
a tbunder-storm.

This speech, wbicb amused us, led to one or two
remarks about the lauguage sud ideas of childreu. The
mother ef the little girl told how wbieubier daugliter was
asked a few days ago bow she was, sbe replied

" t'mbetter, but net tee rnuch botter. " And McKnoni
told how in oeeof bis meruiug walks lie found a little
boy of tbree speakiug te the trees sud saying: Il Bad wees
Bad wees. "

IWly bad trees 't" a8ked McKnom.
"Cause, " auswered the litti,' felew, Il wees gwoes

here: won't gwo fore our 'eus."
Madame Lalagex" Silence nowv fer C' laucus.
Gaiu s began :

' Elia, bliii; itelLa
Little fair (>nee
L ittle star!
I lew yen scale ene,

wheîi yal fain ov ju il intee far!
I iew y<'n l heeî ele,'Wherî yen're near euie,

With yenir littie arnile soe enî,eg,
Laiigling, juinping, ruinîîing,

Little fair oe
Little star!

"1ee Very sweet

Xith yeîîr dark eyes twiniîîgii,,,
tînng, re]iing, siiiîg,

1>a)rzeHt care begiiing,
With the littie funnjîr', vinkiiî

At lie end ef citiier oye,
Wiîes idark lise,

.Slîsie the 4siarkçig
(if tiiese living îiai,îeîds i tlarijî,IÏ

(Civing flashes,
Wheî'eby we espy,

Chiarnîing, ete and nleyer,
Ail the littie seuls endeaveur,

Ail it eoîenly avonches,
Ail it thinks ef en the sly,

There, behind these wiiiewy lashes,
levery littie purpese crotehes,
Then out dashes

Like iiiiie-glt-nings in the îîight,
Or a tiny ilsyf iîl kitten,

Pouncîîîg on as uivering shadow,
or a stinlit wavelet glad, se

That it spig with je y,
Which netiîing ever written
Cenlîl describe;

(Better anglit %vithin iny ndght,
t w(llld dsride);

Or as biliews ini a da k il,
Ini the suiadow of soine steel) feul,

Leal> te iight;
Or a swallow past dark eaves in ber flight,

Eila, beila, stelia,
Little fair one, littie star P

Madame Lalaqe.:-Il'Very sweet indeed. How strange
that a man who bas ne cbildren of his own should love
childreu se mucb!" shu reinarked, but se as Glaucus could
not bear.


