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4 THE MASSACRE OF ST. BAR-| Luther completely hidden from|certain measure of indalgence CELESTIAL PAC S ing
as, but Philip of Hesse, tyrant, | for Lutheranism, but for Cathol- :I PAGEANTS. ing shudder, somewhat paled

THOLOMEW.

4§ By a Protestant Theologian in The Sacred
4 Hoeart Review.

L
“I will consider as thoroughly
] % possible the Massacre of St.
{ Bartholomew's Eve, in all its
¥ ¥pects. I say St. Bartholomew’s
1 ve, because the tocsin seems to
§8ve been sounded from the
Jchurch of St. Germain I'Auxer-

 Tois just before midnight of Aug.
%,

The common way of contro-
Yersy is this. When a great
{"me has been committed in
1 the past by our side, we always
{ PMead in mitigation the spirit of
Jthe age. When it has been com-

 Ditted by the other side, we in-
§ "8t on treating it as if it were a

ime of to-day. For instance,
4 Ansing, wno is a good illustra-
JYon on account of his infinite
ﬁhghtuess, which makes him a
§Were straw on the current, al-
§ "ays treats every act of Roman
§ “atholics in the past which is
§ ‘outrary to the accepted ethical
§ tandards of our time precisely
§% if those who committed it
Yere in no way different from
| bbers and assassins of to-day.
hen, some years ago, in the
Lorning Star, I called his aiten-
i ét“{n to the unreasonableness of
,;t-hIS, instead of accepting the
| Ofrection like an hounest and
1 %udid man, he turned upon me
d charged me with defending
§ ke massacre of St. Bartholomew !
) Was terriblv angry, I acknow-
§ 8dge but when you strive with
1 2ls you must expect that they
§ "l behave like fools.
§, Yismissing this poor waif of
Mtten driftwood, let us turn to
20 of sense and right reason,
ch as the great Frenchman

d Protestant Guizot, whose
*:’dent symyathy with the Re-
'} Xmation shines through every
e of his History of France,
tl?t who never forgets to treat

¢ Catholics as having been as
;“ly Christians as the Hugue-
f)"t& I refer especially to the

®luminous history written for
' '1:3 grandchildren, giving his
test Jjudgment of these matters.
th(}nimt declares, emphatically,

8% wherever the Freneh Prot-
jfytants had resentments to grat-
'y, Of dangers to obviate, they
‘\hefe to the full as merciless as
‘B:- Catholics. The facts from

8lnning to end bear him out.

ur common Protestant notion
the Reformation is, that it was

>

A
‘ be teousness and spiritual ex-
H Mence against mere worldli-
§i and wickedness.  We view
I 3 having been like the Gos-
1 lltself at its origin, and if we
flea little indulgent to Catholic-
1 ‘a » We are willing to own it as
?riiea‘”llg been, on a much higher

) le, not altogether unlike the
i o Of Franciscanism. Pietism
By crmany and  Methodism in

-4

; ;evsland were undoubtedly true
Wals, and we conceive the
fh, TMation as having been like
{24 but far more illustrious.
$4.'S view has been still more
fyToughly settled among us by
e ’Aubigné’s slouching and
i "nt"‘lstworthy, but picturesque
4, Pleasing, religious romance,
Dy only known as a history.
%et()r Merle was a thoroughly
b d Christian, but being utter-
i%, Uncritical, he makes all his
"cters as good as himself,
only is the darker side of

L&

1 Sudden revival of Christian!

drunkard, adulterer, as he was,
comes out into view as a saintly
Josiah.

The real character of the Re-
formation, as a whole, is very
well expressed by an eminent
Presbyterian friend of mine, as
having been “a political yevolu-
tion rather than a r.ligious re-
vival.” Not only is this the true
view, but it is decidedly for our
interest, as Protestants, to accept
it. Taking this position, we are
much less embarrassed by Luth-
er's indecencies, and the Land-
grave’s and the Elector John
Frederic’s immoralities,and Hen-
ry the Eighth's brutalities, and
Elizabeth’s dubious behavior,
than if we insisted on treating
them as so many apostles. 1
think such a way of regarding
Elizabeth must have greatly
tickled her sense of humor,
which T surmise to have been
keen.

The original Reformation in
France was much more nearly
a {rue revival than almost any-
where else, unless it were in
Scotland. The first Reformers
there seem fairly to have been
driven into revolt. They only
wished; without breaking unity,
to protest against theological pe-
trifaction and episcopal immoral-
ity. At the very time when
Rome and Catholic Louvain
were founding colleges for the
study of Greek and Hebrew, the
fossilized Sorbonne was de-
nouncing these studies as heret-
ical ! Not only did Lefevre al-
ways keep within theChurch,and
observe even her non-obligatory
devotions; but Louis de Berquin,
the eminent Christian, noble and
scholar, who was strangled and
burnt under Francis the First,
not only was no Lutheran, but
was steadily hostile to Luther’s
writings. Indeed, had the re-
forming Fathers of Trent come
then into the hands of the Sor-
bonne, I doubt whether they
would have escaped alive. It
is not so strange, then, that a
good share of the serious Christ-
1ans of ¥rance, despairing of do-
ing anything under the Sor-
bonne, which condemned Rome
and hated Luther almost equal-
ly, and really cared for nothing
but its own emoluments and
power, should have seceded out-
right from the unreformed
French Catholicism and set up
a discipline of their own, which,
if stern and hard, was at least
pure.

Unhappily, remarks Guizot,
the new organization did not re-
gard itself as provisional and in-
complete, but as perfect and de-
finitive. It also was thorough-
ly persuaded that it had the
truth, the whole truth and noth-
ing but the truth. Catholicism
allows for large tracts of truth
yet to be apprehended and
brought out. [ts central fixity,
therefore, is consistent with a
great pliability and elasticity,
with large theological progress.
Calvinism, on the other hand
—and this much more than
Lutheranism—crystallized itself
from the very beginning into a
hard and anprogressive definite-
ness. It caught the fixedness of
Rome, but not her plasticity.
Calvin’s system seemed to regard
itself as being a theolegical Mi.
nerva, springing from the mind
of the Godhead mature and com-
pletely equipped. Anv thought,
therefore, that a Catholic con-
science also was to be treated
with respect and reverent for-
bearance was wholly alien to
French Protestantism. It was
not so fixed but that it had a

icism, none. Tt lived only in
the hope of seeing it utterly ex-
tirpated from France. Evyen af-|
ter many years of fruitless en-'
deavor should have shown the!
folly of this hope, Anthony of
Bourbon, heir to the throne, re-
verting on his deathbed to his
original Protestantism, declared
that if God raised him up, he
would suffer “only the gospel.”
that is, only Calvinism, to be
preached throughout the king
dom.

For a gecod while the Calvin-
ists of France were few and un-
organized. They were not com-
petent to war, but only to mar-|
tyrdom, which they endured
with firmness and dignity. Yet
their utter want of regard for
the Catholic conscience led them,
almost from the beginning, into
acts of contumelious violence
against the images of the saints,
of the Virgin, of Jesus Himself.
It was not only an illiterate
wool-carder, a Leclerc, wha com-
mitted such outrages. The
laarned Williamn Farel, the first
great. propagator of Calyvinism
in French Switzerland—Calvin-
ism even before Calvin —counted
1t, as I remember, a special mis-
sion and honor to penetrate into
the churches during the Mass,
or to break up a party accompa-
nying the Viaticum, and snatch-
ing the Host from the hands of
the priest, to trample it under
foot. How. could the most cold-
blooded race of the world have'l
been expected to endure such
otitrages against the very heart
of their religion? Above all,how
could the intensity of the French !
nature endure such things ? It
is a wonder that, so long as the
Calvinists were counted only by
hundreds in France, there were
any of them left alive.

As they became more numer-
ous, I have the impression that
they learned to restrain them-
selves from direct attacks upon
the Mass, but their attacks upon
the charches and images became
more frequent. They roamed the
country, burning monasteries,
murdering the monks, plunder-
ing the treasures of the church-
es, breaking their sculptured or-
naments and the effigies of saints
and kings, shattering tombs, and
throwing the bones of bishops
and abbots and monarchs about
the churchyards. This last out-
rage also again and again oc-
carred in Protestant Germany,
in the hope of finding gold and
gems buried with the dead. At
last, after having thoroughly
plundered the splendid cathedral
of Orleans, a band of Calvinists,
headed by the great reformer
Theodore Beza, as [ learn from
The Churchman, forced their
way in and blew up three great
pillars, bringing down the whole
western front.

Not to speak of the fierce six- |
teenth century.what would come
to pass in England in the twen-|
tieth century if the Catholics]
were prowling around the Prot-
estant churches and cathedrals
watching to lay them waste in
this fashion ?

CHARLES C. STARBUCK.

12 Meacham street, North
Cambridge, Mass.
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Hon. Senator Bernier is here
for the Easter vacation.

Horses and cattle have colic
and cramps. Pain-Killer will
cure them every time. Half a
bottle in hot water repeated a
few times. Avoid substitutes,
There is but one Pain-Killer,
Perry Davis'. 25¢ and 50c.
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Written for Tre Review by an English
Banker,

Those of us whose experience
extends not more than about 30
years back, have not been fav-
ored with the sight of any un-
usual celestial phenomena. But
the 20 preceding years, from
1850 to 1870, presented several
noteworthy spectacles, of such
marvellous interest that the re-
membrance of each one of them
must be indelibly impressed on
the memory of all who had the
good fortune to witness them.

The first of these, the wonder-

ful annular eclipse of the sun,
was a most startling exhibition:
a delicate ring of bright light,
a copper-coloured disc, hanging
suspended high in space, the
brilliance of the shining circlet
being enhanced by the semi-
darkness which prevailed. This
Wwas a spectacle of extreme inter-
est.

Aund then followed, in 1858,
Donati’s comet. In July and
August of that vear the comet
was plainly visible to the naked
eye, daily approaching nearer
and nearer, and growing larger
and larger. In the following
month the comet continued to
increase in size and in brilliance
at a rate which was almost ter-
rifying, for it was apparently
approaching so near to the earth
that people began to conjecture
what would happen if the fiery
visitor—which was known to be
travelling at the rate of perhaps
80 miles a second, or more—
were to strike our earth. Some
thought the globs would be
shattered into fragments; others
that the moon would be lost to
us for ever, carried away in the
mad rush of the gigantic visi-
tant; while others thought it
possible that the earth itself
might be forced out of her orbit,
and shot into space somewhere
into the perpetual cold and dark-
ness reiging on the confines of
the solar system. Those, how-
ever, who fearsad that contin-
gency could solace themselves
with the reflection that before
they reached those regions of
eternal cold the furious fires
raging in the comet would have
eftectually calcined everything
upon the earth’s crust:

And truly the errant orb now
presented a magnificent and im-
posing spectacle. Its dazzling
nucleus, as large as a small sa-
tellite, outshone the brilliant sun
Arcturus. sparkling vividly close
to the gigantic intruder, which
appeared like a fiery globe which
had been shot forth and impelled
through space by some terrific
ontburst of explosive energy
either in our own sun, or in
other giant luminary
From this incandescent globe
streamed out, to the extent of
several millions of miles, the
vast burning “tail,” vividly
bright near the nucleus, but
gradually becoming more and
more attenuated, the whole
stretching wpwards far towards
the Zenith, and apparently
hanging threateningly over, as
some thought, a doomed earth.

Soon after this, in 1859, the
great display of Aurora Borealis
took place. The entire northern
heavens were encircled with a
gigantic pillared arch, the struc-
ture appedring as if formed of
solid colums of shining polished
metal of many brilliant hues,
depending from the skies like a
gorgeous canopy. Now. the
great arch, with a kind of tremb-

away for a few seconds, again
with a sudden quiver to regain
the brilliancy of its fires, which
continued to kindle into greater
and greater intensity until now
it is glowing as if the pillars
were formed of emeralds and
sapphires, rubies and opals,
chrysolite and amethyst. while
ever and anon throughount the
glittering dome, vibrating corus-
cations of scintillating fires rad-
iate in alternating spasms of
energy.

And then the stately pageant
gradually fades away, and the
stars, which had been shut out
from view by that apparently
solid and massive canopy, once
more shine forth.

And in 1866 finally succeeds
the extraordinary display of me-
teors, when it appeared as if
every star in the heavens were
falling to the earth, and as if the
entire starry vaunlt were being
broken up, and the stellar uni-
verse condemned to destruction.

But a time will come when
those of us who have not fatu-
ously refused to accept the light
and easy service of the Redecmer
of the world, will be able on
angel-wing to visit any part of
the great Universe, and to see
for themselves the burning won-
ders of the great laboratories of
nature. But those who neglect,
equally with those who refuse.
will be shut out !

FROM THE WESTERN
WATCHMAN.

(St. Louis.)

It used to be asked 25 years
ago, will the Pope leave Rome ?
Now it is asked. will the King
of Italy be permitted to stay ?

The venerable Father Smul-
ders, of the Redemptorists,
breathed his last at the home of
his order in this city on Monday
last. He was nearly 60 years in
the community, and during his
loug career of usefuiness was
known for his great zcal and
self-denial.

Why do many of our young
Catholic men. and not a few of
our young Caiholic women, stay
away from the sacraments ? Is
it because they do not believe in
their religion? Is it because
they have ceased to be Catho-
lics? Not a kit of it. They will
not _tell you the reason, and
they have no need to tell it to
each other.

On Monday last we received
the April number of the North
American, with Mivart’s article
on “Roman Congregations and
Modern Thought,” and on the
same day the daily papers con-
tained a notice of his death.
Reading the article we had to
think of old Noah when his sons
mocked him; reading his death
notice we felt like stepping
backwards and covering his
shame.  Poor Mivart! Cardinal

Mazzella preceded him a short
week.

In a competition for prizes of-
fered lately by the Chicago Trib-
une, for the best ten essays on
George Washington, the first
prize was won by a pupil of the
Holy Angels Catholic school of
that city.

Immense increase in the sale
of the D. & L. Menthol Plaster
evidences the fact that it is use-
tul for all rheumatic pains, lum-
bago and lame back, pain in the
side, etc. Davis & Lawrence
Co., Ltd., manufacturers.




