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IHJAVE written se much abstractly on archi-
tecture and architectural principies that it

is go'od again 'to get down te liard and fa-s't mat-
Vers and fix iy hypotheses in the coiicrete. 1
say "agaiin," for inany years ago as chairman

ofthe .Conititee on the A1'lied Arts of the
American Iiistitute of Architects. I was the au-
thor of a widelly cir-culated report from that
Committee deaiing with concrete as a medium
of architectural -expression. I hiave bad but
slight occasion 'to put into practice, the theorie-s
I then -advanced, but I have contiiu-led to hold,
and stili maintain theni.

Since that -binie the use of co-icrete ini build-
ing ope'rations has gro-wn a.pace and enthusiasts
and specialists have -arisen to scatter their words,
and thel r works 'broadca'st-,sometiln-es, though
îiot always, the words 'being -more attractive
than the wo'rks-sometimes the words and -%vorks
alike bordering on the grarnnatically atrocious
-as, for instance, when the be-aubies of cast
rock-faced-concrete blocks have been urged and
the monstrosities themselves have made& pitiable
what otherwise might have been seni-respect-
ablie structuries-"sm, mind you, noV
4'whcOlly'' respectable; for the ta.ste wichl could
advocate and inceorporate into its. prodnct such
base imita.tiouis could neot create or fashion a
thoroughly respectable 'structure. Sorne two
yeaiPs ago wlîile acting as chairmani of a board
to adjust, an d settie perchance, jurisdicti'oual
differences between the carpenters, the a-rchi-
tectural iron work'ers and the sheet met-al work-
ers o4 Chicago, 1 suggested facetiou-sly that theý
fabricators of imitations -siould be pen-alized'by,
grivi'ng over Vo the trades whose products were
imîtated the moetion of ai stich imita.tionis. Thus
stone masons shoul-ld erect ail tii -fabrications
sirnulati-ng stone cornices, architraves or entab-
laVures, an'd do plas'tering where plaster sirnim-
iated Caen-stone-one might putit "coin"-s-toiie
-on walls and in vaulted ceilings. My pleasaii-

Vry was met with hea*rty and strenuous di sappro-
ba'tioi-eachl trade wanted to tell its. own littie
lie and to rea'p the benefits whichi each fit cer-
tain would accrue te V i a wcorld, so slightly en-
dowed with the elernents of simcerity or of g'ood
taste.

So my first item of advice, if I may be per-
mitted .to offer advice te a body of mien inter-
ested i the de-,,elopment or handling of a coin-
1)aratively new and altogether worthy building
material, is Vo treat the product with respect, Vo
shun. and scorn imitations, Vo recogn-ize limita-
tions, which attach te ail materials, as well as
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to ail men, and te work within, those limitations.
Tis is not sa,.ying that because a th'ing has been

donc andfrequentIy and approp)ria.tely doue, ini
eune naterial it shall not be. donc in îanother or
a new material which. may be empilloyed with
equal propriety; however, the i'ew niaterial
should net, employ foins whichi are purely dis-
tinctive -of the old, but sh'ould develop forrns
which inherently characterize the new.

WTh-at thiese,( characteristic forins nîay be is a
s'ubject for very searching study and analysis.
Po'ssibly Vhrougli synth esis rather than ainaly),si s
will the characteristic forrns disclose themn-
selves. So was. it i the past with the 4id mate-
rials-.so 'probaibly will it be with the new.

Now concrelte is a material1 which lends its'elf
to many kcinds of manipulation. Tt eau be cast,
poured, preis-ed, assernbled in the shop or on
the job; it ean be applied in 1iquid or in solid
form to the work inm'ediately iu hand. So many
are the' possible iethods of its application-
suchi a diversity of me.ans may be einployed to-
ward its legitinia-te -ends tlia.t s'orne of its enth-
siastic sponsors sec ini it a panacea. for struc-
tural ills and pos'siblv for'aesthetic building
i-ls, a. substitute fo-r all previously e'rnployed
building mnate-rials -exceptinig, possibly, door
hinges-and a l)erfect endi'l itse If. Therefore,
it behooves those who eau irnpartially surve-.
'the entire fielJd to offer both warni.ng and en-
coui.rageneit- encouragemienit in its legitimate
use; warni'ng agai'ust its too free eniployment,
especially where oth-er nimaterial s may better
serve the condition-s. The econoinics of the gen-
eral situation favor concrete, and through thi-s
factor alone there uîay arise a tendeucy toward
its too genleral 'e.1mploN7iie.nt; tolward its substi-
tution for othe'r nlateriails wbÏich, though per-
haps cos'ting more iii more mon'ey, saèisfy the
senses and better fuill geographie and climatic
conditions. -The, cheapness and eas'e of casting
a. flat sla'b 'of concrete has led certain enthu'siast-s
te advocate. the, generai adoption of a flat slab
type of roof in .any aud ab' parits- of the couxtry
(and ultim'ately of the worid). Tt is advocated
for a northe'ru climate beca.use it can ve'ry che'ap-
ly be made strong enoughl Vo hold a load of sn&w
and ice. But that is. uot what a roof is for-it is
Vto .shed snow -and ice. The flat -slab roof is ad-
vocated foi. a solxthern clim'ate 'because thie over-
h'-a.nig for shade is se ceea.ply procured. The
shade is desired, but not at the e-xpnis-e of -ugli-
neLss which resuits f romn unemlbellished over-
haiugs- and concre te enibellisIi'ments are expen-
siv'e. The factors of ease and economy in manu-
facturin-g concrete siabs, wheth'er Vo be applied


