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‘were aive aware of it ;-

“eqsn’t it strange, Mrs. Smitn. or Mrs.
Brown?—as the lady addressed might he—
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stby abili sab over er
their guest rose to go o thea. after her
mother eawe bask fram tho door, whitiier sho
ad accompanied her. and sat dowe wyain,
Netby told ber why her friend Aunes lud
wisherd the chess-men.

Wo wili now follow Mrs.
pomeward wallr.  Her housa
distance below 3ra. Armstrong’s, but she did
nut turn into her owa gateway. The light in
Agues Cuttier’s parlor windows, o little forther
down strect, atbracted hier eye 5 3o she thought
she would juat go past and take o recornvicunce
of the premisvs.

The gas burned briliiantly, aml sent a broad
sheet of Bght up aud down tie street, ceveal-
ing all .u-ou,ud within its circle. [b shone on
Agues Cutters's home, lishting the house, with
its skeioton ~ines and leafless troes; thoe gar-
den, sere and frost-hitten; the parlor windows,
whercin burned o light.  Mis. Talkwell’s
fieart heab quickly. She saw the shadow
oi two heads roficeted npon the plain white
window shades ; then her cyes rested upon the
piazza, and upon a dark: object Iying upon
toat ab the door.  As she came uearer this oh-
ject moved ; and to Mrs. Talkwell was reveal-
ed the fact that it was not a kitten, or arablsis,
bat no more or less than adog. The gas-light
rovealed this, and, also, that i was neither
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w8 but a little
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black nor white, but o slender gray spaniel ;
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Taikwell in o vexed tone,
tell e all aboutit!”

“OW, thats allt He ooy asys bwenty-iive
cents on a doliay, hut shab hix fwily
poor as church inice.  Lint T was going to
of the frants that 1 shouldi!
thing wmers about them, ss ¥ have had 2
wrebched cold which has Lopt me in for two
doys, i€ E badn’t senb Melisss over to Annie
Warwick's this afternoon, tell Dier she'ld
hatter ruu over and tearn what ste could, for
i thought she'd be likely to hor all aboug
it tiere, a3 you know the Warricka and Grants
are very intimate.  Well, Melissa hoard M.
Warwick tell his wifo that Mr. Grand wend
a.w'xy c'u-ly in the morning train, and then he

skod hier “h Mrs.

Inavaes

't bave beaed .m}

i3
o

how Birs. Cirant horeit?”
VV:).rwxck replied, that ‘she bad just come
irom thero, and that Mra. Grant was so over-
came she had taken her bod, and she feared
woultd not Lie able to leave I§ very soon.’
Mclissa came right steaight home to tell wmeo ;
and 1 heve héen looking for vou ever since, for
1 thought you Ladu’s any way - | finding it out
g0 divect as this,” sasid Mrs, Kellows, a3 she
concluded her items of news,

“ D' real giad you told me, for I did want
to know how it would come out! I suppose
Mrs. Warwick went over to try and cheer up
poor Mrs. Grant. - [t was very kind io ker ;
and 1 only hopo she won't want a comforter

just ieave hiw to take,

«inkiug her voice az she spoke,
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it= & shame thas be -lm'l’.,’. geglees her, after
tav !:,' ]-“u‘.‘. so astentive this yoear or move ;

& nbe givl’ mided,  com-
u‘.ly doci sgem strango,” replivid
Mrs, 1"'-"mn-. 1 hope it's nothing sutious,

Perinaps he only weat in for the evening awl
Anuie may be with him 17

S dden’t think so,” persisted ber visitor.
“for §oondv saw Lo shadows upon the cur-
tain.  Bub I mast be going.  Suppose we just
step into Mes. Warw I along.
Maybe we sholl learn more concerning the
tirant troubiz 3 and we can easily ascertain if
Annic at nome. To he sure, ib%s
late—nearly nine o'clock--but then it's a
heautiful ning. and we wust iwprove the
Toasant weather hefore winter gots in, ™

rs. Fellows rose. and, puttive an her bon-
uet and shawl, went oub with her guest.
Tive minutes later they were seated in the
pleasant sittingroom of Mrs. Warwick's
honse, That lady awnd her daughter Annic
ware ab home, and recoived them cordially,
though they both well knew the praclivigy of
their visitors o indulge in gossip. Their
stay was brief, however ; a5 the knowledge
or which they came was revealed when they
saw Aunnie sibbing u)mposedly at home, with
her erochet worL in ber bands. They knew
she had not heen out that evening ; and Ms,
Warwick was not disposed to talk freely of
the Grants,

As the two left, Mus.
other, ¢ Now, just walk up a few steps with

Mrs. Fellows, We may learn more yet.

Hist 1" she said. “Go slower,” as they
neared tho house, where their unsuspecting
victims were supposed to be busy at a game of
chess.

““ What's that on the piazza?’ said Mo,
[ Tellows, grasping her friends arm nervousty.

““The dog agaiu, as sure as I'm alive!

Probably he grew restless, and they put him
out. Now you can see who hé belongs to, for
the piazza is light enough for us to learn.”

"““Yes, thanks to thé gas over opposite!”
rephed Mrs. Fel.lows. “It is Esquire Grey's
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along,
way il
Fellows ttinae in the opposite
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cived thiz unte frome the hands of
the village postmaster, and @b once vecognized
the superseription and paused to open it.  She
paled as she read it, and her heart beat with a
sudden flutter, then secmed for a moment to
stand stitl.  But she reeovercd herself awd
weut home -aot to faint and sob, weakly, for
Agues possessed a brave hewrt, and she felt
innocent of anything wrong on hier part to eall
forth this treatment at the hands of one whe
had p'-o.. s3ed, to place ber first in his esteem.
30 only plaved the letler in the pretty
rosewond Dox with others she had received
from diny, and 6olied it out of her sight,

“1 will not seek an explanation 1” she said
to herself proudly.  ¢“If ho sces Lis error, and,
acknowledges it, and asks forgiveness, perhaps
I may geant it: but, till then, wo will be
strangers as he has desired.” .

There were many painful wrestlings with
hier heart in the week that followed ; and es,
pecially when the two met on the eleventh
evening afterwards at a1 social party given by -
Kate Lurdy : but no once knew how she felt,
so she got on bravely, excusing hersolf when
the evening was half througl by urging au en-
aagement at home.

“T wonder who Agnos oxpects to-night 9"
said Melissa Wellows to her next ucighbor,
Notty Armatrong. I saw Jawyer Grey com-
ing up abreet as I just came in. T was very
late, on account of mother's going out, for I
had to stay with little Lizzie till her return.
But, while she was away, Mrs, Talkwell came -
in with Robbie, and so I got hold of lots of
uews from her. ‘Mu never lets me hear. all
that's said when she comes in, but ugually

Sanes ree



