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strances of the community and directed their atten-
tion te the subjeet, whereupcfl a committee was
appointed te investigate the matter and alleviate the
grievances complained cf. The committee appointed
to enamine jute these abuses began with three of
them, ene of which was for licensing ai l bouses,
a second for the inspection of inus and hosteiries,
and the third for the manufacture of gold and silver

The result of this investigation brouglèt bo lient
seene of frand and corruption seldom te be met
with, even under the most cruel and tyrannical
governments. These three monopelies were set aside
as being national grievances, and the patentees,
Sir Giies Monyresson and Sir Francis Mitchell,
were denounced as crirninals, and from that time
this matter became the subject cf legisiative enact-
ments, and the Ilstatute cf monopolies" was passed,
whereby the Crown gave up its right, or rather the
right it claimed be grant monepolies, and in lieu
thereof ascertained and fixed a limit te be ebserved
in the consideration cf ail such matters, reserving
te itself certain pewers, and which exist and are
exerted iu the present time, extended as the 'y bave
been by certain statutes passed in the reigus of
the late and the present Sovereigus, te ineet the
exigencies cf particular cases, and tb render impar-
tial justice between man and man.

The net referred te declared that ail monopolies,
grants and Letters Patent for the sole buying,
seiling, making, working or using cf anything
Nvithin the realm were contrary te law and void ;
but it made an exception of new inventions, stili
alcwing the comînon right te take effeot if the
grauts even for new inventions were flot properly
made. By this statute the Crown was deprived cf
it.s right be grant patents detriniental be the interests
cf trade.

Though suited te the age in which it was passed,
this enactmneut was fouud, however, te restrict toc
much the enjcyment cf patent privileges, and in
consequence its signification bas been medified by
the decisions cf the English courts cf law and equity.

Nearly one whele century elapsed without auy
further change, and it wvas cnly in the reign cf
Queen Aune that the next aiteration was made in
the Patent law, by which the inventer was obliged
te fyle within a limited time a çritten description
of lis inventien, sett.iug it forth in a fully compre-
hen2sive manuer, ctherwise the Letters Patent should
become 'rcid. This instrument is the specificatien.

No further legisiative enactments werc made on
this subjeet until wîtbin our cwn tinue, wlien in

invention, if euch extra dlaim was made tbrough
errer, as weli as amnudments, where doubts existedl,
and thereby the patentee wap protected against the
effeet cf errers wbich had been overicoked at the
time the patent vias appiied for, errers which niight
otherwise vitiate the patent. This statute aise
allowed an extension of patents beyoud the original
tex-m cf 14 years, with consent cf the Privy Council.

The most important changes in ihe Patent Laws
cf Englaud were only efl'ected, however, by an net
passedl on the first cf July, 1852, eentaining pro-
visions cf a most liberal and beneficial nature,
whereby eue patent is granted for the United King-
dom cf Great Britain and Irelaud instead cf three
as hieretofore. The average cost, cf each cf these
patents was £100, sterling, maakiug £300 for a
patent for the wbole kingdoin. The system cfecaveats
was doue away with as being fraught with injustice,
and a system of protection provided fer, ivhich afferds
the inventer time te fully cemplete bis invention
without fear cf piracy, and bo ascertain the value cf
bis invention after having worked eut bis ideas,
before incurring the expense of a patent. A caveat
is an instrument by which notice is requested te
be given. te any person having conceived, but net
thcrcughly completed an invention, whenevor ane-
ther person shall apply for a patent for such an
invention. ]3y this aut British patents were restricted
te the United Kincgdom and te such colonies as had
oct enacted laws on this subject for theniselves. It
net only simplified proceedings, but introduced a
more moderate scae cf fees and a more convenient
and equitable distribution cf the periods for the
paymeut cfthem. The patent office is placed under
the contfol cf commissioners, and is located in
London, there being but eue patent office for the
United Kingdom. In cennection Nvith this office
there is a free library which is daily open te the
public for reference, aud in a portion cf the museum
at South Kensington wbich wvas assigned te the
cemmissieners by the Board cf Trade, are daily
exhibited, gratuitously te the public, a collection cf
very valuable and interesting modela cf patented
machines and implements as aise 'portraits cf
inventors. There are al.so in Edinburgh and Dublin
places cf deposit cf copies of patents, specifications,
disclaimers and othter decumnents connected with
patents for public inspection.

The Patent Laws cf England, as they uow exist,
adapted te the decisicus of the Courts cf Law and
Equity, are in niy opinion the best ini force in any
country, for they net only ackuowledge the righis
of the inventer, no matter te what potentate lie pays

1835 a bill, known as Lord ]3roughain's Act, mlz1s bis allegiance, but they cifer encouragement te -per-
successfully carried through Parliameut, where it severauce and application, and invite the inventor
was permitted te the patentee te fyle a disclaimer te rcnewed exertion, fully partaking cf that spirit
or renuniciation cf wbat was claimed by hlm ns bis cf justice and liberality whichi bas rendered the


