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MORESQUE PLASTER DECORAT,ION' < al decora.tlve. work
THE Moors employed plaster for the decoration of both the n}: plasget was > ty, and was cut and carved in sitli by
exterior and the interior of their structures, not only for the tlebamst, 1t was simply sculptured on the spot as stone or
simple expression of form, but as a basis of polychromy. At afa haster might be carved, no mould bem.g used. The capitals
Segovia there are several good specimens of exterior decoration, X tTe columns were thus produced in delicately intricate work.
and it will not be out of place to particularize one. The front t Toledo there 1S a synagogue that was constructed in the tweifth
walls of the Alcazar are covered with a diaper in plaster with most century by Moorish artists, anq was afterwards forcibly seized
artistic effect. Probably the work was wrought by means of a  and converted to Christian uses, wh
frame, either of metal or wood, in which the requisite pattern

Sty : 5 ere the application of plaster
_ work of this kind is exemplified with conspicuous effect. The
had been cut, as is done with stensils. This pattern was placed  spandrels above the arches are all i
b

L ; y ! original carvings of arabesque
flat on the face of the plaster as it dried, and the pattern was p?ttern,. showing delicate undercutting as well as surfacg work
cleverly incised, as it were, through the openings. It could also g lpecullar beauty, In all parts of the structure there is that
be pressed on the plaster until the surface pattern was indented. he ightful variety in detail with unity of effect such as artistic
The composition of the plaster for such purposes was undoubt-  handwork can give, but which mechanical repitition will not
edly cared for, as well as the manipulation, for the durability of 3ch|eve._ The mere play of light
it has been tested by many centuries ot exposure. A band of surface, if it be white ! i
such ornament can be carried across brickwork, or round a 1S own ; but when the carving is emphasized by colour the effect
brick-built tower, as it was by the Moorish artists. Examples s most powerful. It is the principle of the work, not existing
of such application can be found in plenty, and 1t 1s always richly  specimens of it, that we shay copy ; the same principles that
eflective,. The Moors showed fine Judgmen_t in the use of this We may see practically illustrateq in the Albhambra, and equally
ornamentation in relation to the whole building on which they in other ahometan structures, We may not require the
applied it, not being led away by the facility _they thus had for

the employment of detail, but, using the work in uniform masses,

those wonderful walls for o
! ; less learn from them to produce what
or bands, they avoid any expression of pettiness by profuse and  we do want. We do Want get fs i
meaningless variety.

1 plaster work. That plaster
may be used trathfully and artistically we may learn from the
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